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GS II Important International Institutions, agencies and fora - their Structure, Mandate. 

1. 14th BRICS Summit 

At the 14th summit of the BRICS (Brazil-Russia-India-China-South Africa) countries 

held in Beijing 2022, member nations expressed strong condemnation of terrorism in all its 

forms, including the cross-border movement of terrorists and terrorism financing networks. 

BRICS 

· BRICS is an acronym that stands for Brazil, Russia, India, China, and South Africa. The 

acronym "BRICS" was formulated by economist Jim O'Neill, of Goldman Sachs. 

· Originally it was just BRIC i.e. Brazil, Russia, India, China. 

Understanding the Countries that Constitute BRICS 

· Four out of five members in BRICS are some of the largest countries by population and also 

by area, save South Africa.  

· The 5 countries in BRICS contribute a quarter to the GDP of the world. 

· These countries are experiencing high growth due to low labour production, increased FDI 

inflows and booming opportunities. 

· It comprises 41% of the world population and has 16% of the share in world trade. 

The Idea Behind BRICS 



 

 

· It works on the principles of non-interference, equality, and mutual benefit. 

· The alliance is economic, territorial and resolves political disputes. 

· Three pillars of BRICS are – political and security, economic and financial and cultural and 

people to people exchanges. 

· It has developed sectorial co-operations in different areas, such as energy, health, education, 

science and technology, innovation, trade promotion, and fight against transnational crime. 

How Does BRICS work? 

· Since 2009, the BRICS countries have started meeting annually at formal summits. The first 

meeting was held in Yekaterinburg. 

· The latest summit was held in 2020 virtually. It was hosted by Russia. 

· At the 2014 Fortaleza Summit, the New Development Bank was created and the Contingent 

Reserve Arrangement was constituted. Till date, the NDB has been able to sanction nearly 8 

billion dollars’ worth of renewable energy and infrastructure projects in the BRICS nations. 

The CRA acts as a financial stability mechanism to countries adversely affected by the 

Balance of Payment crisis. 

· Cooperation among members is achieved through: 

ü Track I: Formal diplomatic engagement between the national governments. 

ü Track II: Engagement through government-affiliated institutions. 

ü Track III: Civil society and people to people engagement. 

Impact of BRICS 

· Leading efforts for institutional reforms in the International Monetary Fund. 

· Reduced western economic hegemony. 

· It is reflective of the structural changes in the world economy. 

· It has been successful in providing short term liquidity through currency swaps and the like. 

· It has strengthened foundational principles of respect for sovereign equality and pluralism in 

global governance. 

14th BRICS Summit: Highlights 

· BRICS group support dialogue between Russia, Ukraine: Amid simmering geo-political 

tensions, BRICS nations have supported diplomacy and dialogue between Russia and 



 

 

Ukraine. Three of its members -- China, India and South Africa -- have abstained from 

voting on a United Nations resolution condemning Russia's invasion of Ukraine. 

· PM Modi calls for BRICS cooperation for global post-COVID economic recovery: The 

PM also talked about the growing membership of the New Development Bank and the 

structural changes that have increased the influence of the BRICS institution. 

· Chinese President Xi Jinping calls on member nations to reject 'Cold war mentality': 

Chinese President Xi Jinping called for world peace and targeted "Cold War mentality and 

power politics". He asked BRICS countries to support each other and operationalise Global 

Security Initiative proposed by China. 

· Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism: Treaty proposed to combat all 

terror finance networks: The BRICS declaration reiterated that terrorism should not be 

associated with any religion, nationality, civilisation or ethnic group. BRICS has called for an 

expeditious finalisation and adoption of the Comprehensive Convention on International 

Terrorism within the UN framework. 

· The treaty proposed is also meant for launching multilateral negotiations on an international 

convention for the suppression of acts of chemical and biological terrorism, at the 

Conference of Disarmament. 

· BRICS initiative on Denial of Safe Haven to Corruption: The summit welcomed the 

BRICS Initiative on Denial of Safe Haven to Corruption, which aims to further strengthen 

anti-corruption capacity building through education and training programs and enhance anti-

corruption exchanges and cooperation within multilateral frameworks. 

· More focus on combating transnational drug trafficking: The summit also expressed 

concern over the serious drug situation in the world. "We appreciate BRICS Anti-Drug 

Working Group's active role in combating transnational drug trafficking and promoting 

global drug governance and will further strengthen drug control cooperation," said the 

BRICS declaration. 

· Policy coordination for economic recovery from COVID: The summit emphasized the 

importance of continued implementation of the Strategy for BRICS Economic Partnership 

2025 in all relevant ministerial tracks and working groups. 

· Framework for consumer protection in e-commerce: The declaration welcomed the 

establishment of the Digital Economy Working Group by upgrading the E-commerce 

Working Group and said the BRICS nations have agreed to promote consumer protection in 



 

 

e-commerce by advancing the implementation of BRICS Framework for Consumer 

Protection in E-commerce. 

· Strengthening of trade, engagement of BRICS focal points: BRICS nations agreed to 

strengthen exchanges and cooperation in trade in services and the engagement of BRICS 

national focal points, as established in the BRICS Framework for Cooperation on Trade in 

Services, with the BRICS Business Council. 

· This aims to promote the implementation of BRICS Trade in Services Cooperation Roadmap 

and relevant documents including the BRICS Framework for cooperation in Trade in 

Professional Services. 

· Establishment of BRICS Think Tank Network for Finance 

Challenges 

· Group has seen conflicts such as China's aggression in eastern Ladakh which brought India-

China relations to their lowest point in several decades. There is also the reality of the 

strained relations of China and Russia with the West, and of serious internal challenges 

preoccupying both Brazil and South Africa. 

· It is claimed by critics that heterogeneity (variable/diverse nature of countries) of the BRICS 

nations with its diverse interests possess a threat to the viability of the grouping. 

· All the countries in the BRICS group trade with China more than each other, therefore it is 

blamed as a platform to promote China’s interest. Balancing trade deficit with China is a 

huge challenge for other partner nations. 

Way Ahead 

Its differences certainly cast doubt on the bloc’s loftier goals of reorienting the global 

order. They do not, however, suggest that the BRICS countries cannot cooperate on issues where 

interests align, whether in financing projects, as the NDB has done, working on climate change, 

as India and China have continued to do despite the LAC crisis, or even on space cooperation, 

where the five countries have agreed to create a joint constellation of remote sensing satellites. 

Source: The Hindu 

Practice question: BRICS is emerging as a new and promising political-diplomatic entity with 

diverse objectives, far beyond the original objective of reforming global financial institutions. 

Comment. 



 

 

GS III Science and Technology- Developments and their Applications and Effects in Everyday 

Life. 

2. Virtual servers and India’s VPN rules 

On April 28, India’s cybersecurity agency passed a rule mandating VPN providers to 

record and keep their customers’ logs for 180 days. 

What is a virtual server, and what are its uses? 

· A virtual server is a simulated server environment built on an actual physical server. It 

recreates the functionality of a dedicated physical server.  

· The virtual twin functions like a physical server that runs software. It uses resources of the 

physical server. Multiple virtual servers can run on a single physical server.  

· Virtualising servers helps reallocate resources for changing workloads. Converting one 

physical server into multiple virtual servers allows organisations to use processing power and 

resources more efficiently by running multiple operating systems and applications on one 

partitioned server.  

· Running multiple operating systems and applications on a single physical machine reduces 

the cost as it consumes less space, hardware. Virtualisation also reduces cost as maintaining a 

virtual server infrastructure is low compared to physical server infrastructure. 

· Virtual servers are also said to offers higher security than a physical server infrastructure as 

the operating system and applications are enclosed in a virtual machine. This helps contain 

security attacks and malicious behaviors inside the virtual machine. 

· Virtual servers are also useful in testing and debugging applications in different operating 

systems and versions without having to manually install and run them in several physical 

machines.  

· Software developers can create, run, and test new software applications on a virtual server 

without taking processing power away from other users. 

India’s VPN rules 

· India’s cybersecurity agency passed a rule mandating VPN providers to record and keep their 

customers’ logs for 180 days. It also asked these firms to collect and store customer data for 

up to five years.  



 

 

· It further mandated that any cybercrime recorded must be reported to the CERT within 6 

hours of the crime. The new directives, if passed, will be effective from June 28. 

· Computer Emergency Response Team (CERT-In) directions are applicable to data centres, 

virtual private server (VPS) providers, cloud service providers, virtual asset service 

providers, virtual asset exchange providers, custodian wallet providers and Government 

organisations.  

· Firms that provide Internet proxy-like services through VPN technologies also come under 

the ambit of the new rule. Corporate entities are not under the scanner. 

How will the law impact India’s IT sector? 

· In response to CERT-In rules, Nord VPN, one of the world’s largest VPN providers, has said 

it is moving its servers out of the country. Two other firms, Express VPN and Surfshark, said 

they will shut down their physical servers in India and cater to users in India through virtual 

servers located in Singapore and UK. 

· VPN suppliers leaving India is not good for its burgeoning IT sector. Taking such radical 

action that highly impacts the privacy of millions of people in India will most likely be 

counterproductive and strongly damage the IT sector’s growth in the country. 

· It estimated that 254.9 million Indians have had their accounts breached since 2004 and 

raised its concern that collecting excessive amounts of data within Indian jurisdiction without 

robust protection mechanisms could lead to even more breaches. 

· The Netherlands-based company further said that they have never received a similar directive 

on storing customer logs from any other governments in the world. 

Source: The Hindu 

Practice question: What is a virtual server, and what are its uses? Can virtual servers bypass 

India’s VPN rules? 
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