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GS I Indian Culture - Salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from ancient 

to modern times. 

1.  Prehistoric geoglyphs 

Experts and conservationists have raised concerns over the proposed location for a mega 

oil refinery in Barsu village of Maharashtra’s Ratnagiri district. They claim that the refinery 

might damage prehistoric geoglyphs found in the area. 

Geoglyphs 

· Geoglyphs are a form of prehistoric rock art, created on the surface of laterite plateaus 

(Sada in Marathi).  

· They are made by removing a part of the rock surface through an incision, picking, carving 

or abrading. 

They can be in 

the form of rock 

paintings, 

etchings, cup 

marks and ring 

marks. 

· The UNESCO 

listing mentions 

“Konkan 

geoglyphs.” 

However, 

elsewhere, the term petroglyph (literally, “rock symbol/character”) is also used.  

· As per the UNESCO listing, petroglyphs and geoglyphs share similarities as both require the 

skills of removing parts or engraving a symbol on the rock surface. 

Ratnagiri’s prehistoric rock art 

· Clusters of geoglyphs are spread across the Konkan coastline in Maharashtra and Goa, 

spanning around 900 km. Porous laterite rock, which lends itself to such carving, is found on 

a large scale across the entire region. 



 

 

· Ratnagiri district has more than 1,500 pieces of such art, also called “Katal shilpa,” spread 

across 70 sites.  

· UNESCO’s tentative world heritage list mentions seven sites with petroglyphs in Ratnagiri 

district — Ukshi, Jambharun, Kasheli, Rundhe Tali, Devihsol, Barsu and Devache Gothane, 

one in Sindhudurg district –Kudopi village, and nine sites at Phansamal in Goa. 

· According to UNESCO, “rock art in India is one of oldest material evidence of the country’s 

early human creativity.”  

· Ratnagiri’s rock art is evidence of the continued existence of human settlements from the 

Mesolithic (middle stone age) to the early historic era.  

· The geoglyphs also show the existence of certain types of fauna that are no longer present in 

the region today. 

Ratnagiri’s prehistoric sites are among three Indian attractions that may soon become World 

Heritage Sites. The other two include Jingkieng Jri, the living root bridge in Meghalaya, and 

Sri Veerabhadra Temple in Andhra Pradesh’s Lepakshi.  

Why are they significant? 

· UNESCO’s World Heritage Site listing says that imagery from these sites shows how people 

“adapted to ephemeral wetlands in a dry-arid plateau having shallow rock pools, streams and 

watercourses”.  

· Experts say that the discovery of geoglyphs has added to ongoing research on human 

resilience and adaptation to extreme fluctuations in climates. 

· The geoglyph clusters also are examples of advanced artistic skills, showing the evolution of 

techniques of etching and scooping in rock art. 

· The figures depicted in the geoglyphs include humans and animals such as deer, elephant, 

tiger, monkey, wild boar, rhinoceros, hippopotamus, cattle, pig, rabbit, and monkey.  

· Moreover, they also include a high number of reptilian and amphibian creatures such as 

tortoises and alligators, aquatic animals such as sharks and sting rays, and birds like 

peacocks. 

· Some clusters have one or two standalone figures of larger-than-life scale, while others show 

multiple figures gathered together, seemingly for a purpose. 

· The largest rock engraving or geoglyph in India is at Kasheli in the Ratnagiri district, which 

has a large figure of an elephant with dimensions of 18X13 metres. 



 

 

· “The iconography, content, scale and composition record faunal, especially marine and large 

mammals that have become extinct in the Indian subcontinent over 30,000 years,” the 

UNESCO listing states. 

Concerns of Refinery project at Barsu- Solgaon 

· The committee of experts appointed by the Union Ministry of Science and Technology 

visited Ratnagiri last month to assess the funds required for the conservation of geoglyphs.  

· Senior archaeologist Professor Vasant Shinde, who headed the team said that more than 250 

geoglyphs have been identified in the area where the petrochemical refinery will be built.  

· He said that if the project starts at the presently proposed site in Barsu, the rock carvings will 

get destroyed due to construction and chemical reaction at the site.  

· A refinery project can be set up elsewhere in Konkan beyond 5-6 km of the petroglyphs. 

Source: The Indian Express 

Practice question: What is the significance of Ratnagiri’s prehistoric rock art?  What does the 

imagery in these sites tell us? 

GS II Issues Relating to Development and Management of Social Sector/Services relating to 

Health, Education, Human Resources. 

2.  The recommendation to ban the sale 
of single cigarettes 

The Parliamentary Standing Committee on Health and Family Welfare has recommended 

in its latest report that the government ban the sale of loose cigarettes and increase taxes on all 

tobacco-related products. 

Single-stick cigarettes and its concerns 

· Single sticks are more economical to acquire than a full pack of cigarettes. This may 

particularly appeal to adolescents and youth who may have limited money in hand. Single 

sticks are also preferred by people who may want to take it up for experimentation and have 

not started smoking on a regular basis.   

· A ban on single-stick sales would compel a potential consumer to buy the entire pack which 

may not be particularly economical, thus curbing potential experimentation and the scope for 

regular intake.  



 

 

· Moreover, a potential ban would also mean that the consumer would have to carry around the 

packet. 

· The World Health Organisation (WHO) has observed that all forms of tobacco are harmful, 

and there is no safe level of exposure to tobacco. It also states that smoking cigarettes is the 

most common way of tobacco use worldwide.  

· Moreover, medical journal, Lancet noted in an editorial in June 2020, that by 2030, 7 million 

of annual deaths from smoking are expected to be from low and middle-income countries.  

· It said, “The tobacco industry is targeting young people in low and middle-income countries 

to replace those dying from smoking-related causes.” 

· Single stick sales, owing to their easier accessibility and affordability, can also work as a 

disincentive to quit smoking.  

· Nicotine in tobacco products is highly addictive, and without cessation support only 4% of 

users who attempt to quit tobacco consumption will succeed, according to the WHO.  

· Such support includes professional support and proven cessation medications, which can 

more than double their chances of successful quitting.   

Key Recommendations 

· Containing the Sale of Tobacco: National Health Policy (2017) endeavors a relative 

reduction in current tobacco use by 30% in 2025, making it imperative that the government 

take effective measures to contain the sale of tobacco products. 

· To this effect, it recommends that the government prohibit the sale of single sticks of 

cigarettes and lay stringent penalties and fines on offenders. 

· Abolishment of Smoking Areas: The government should abolish all designated smoking 

areas in airports, hotels and restaurants in addition to encouraging a smoke-free policy in 

organizations. 

· Revive Tax Increases:  India has the lowest prices for tobacco products and thus making 

them more accessible and it must be looked at to increase taxes on them. 

· The revenue acquired from additional taxation can be used for cancer prevention and 

awareness. 

· Prohibition on Gutka: Sought a ban on gutka and pan masala alongside a prohibition on 

their direct and indirect advertisement. 



 

 

· This is based on the observation that, in India, more than 80% of tobacco consumption is in 

the form of chewing tobacco with or without areca nut, aggressively marketed as a mouth 

freshener. 

Challenges 

· It is not practical to enforce a pan-India ban on the sale of loose cigarettes. It's not feasible at 

all because of the scale of such small shops and stalls that sell cigarettes and tobacco 

products. 

· Only 8 % of the total tobacco is consumed as legal cigarettes. The remaining is consumed 

through 29 tax evasion-prone products such as bidis, chewing tobacco, khaini and illegal 

cigarettes. 

· According to Euromonitor International, the volume of illegal cigarettes in India was 

estimated to be at 26.8 billion sticks in 2021. In fact, India is the 4th largest illicit cigarette 

market in the world. 

· Banning things only leads to taking the illegal route to acquiring them. And some of the 

cigarettes in the illegal market may be of even inferior quality thereby causing more damage 

to the well-being of an individual. 

· Nonetheless, the proposed move will reduce consumption and sales, but the ban will not be 

very effective if the vendor licensing regime is not instituted. 

· The government must also consider instituting vendor licensing. 

· Because cigarettes would not be available everywhere, the potential for recurrence of the 

consumption would be reduced. 

Way Ahead 

There is a need for comprehensive tobacco control policy, accessible and affordable 

cessation services strengthening the implementation of COTPA, alternative opportunities for 

people engaged in tobacco cultivator, processing and manufacturing. 

Source: The Hindu 

Practice question: What are the proposals and rationale behind recommendation to ban the sale 

of single cigarettes?   
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