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GS II Indian Constitution—Historical Underpinnings, Evolution, Features, Amendments, 

Significant Provisions and Basic Structure. 

1. Preamble of the Constitution 

The Supreme Court will hear on September 23 a petition filed by former MP Dr 

Subramanian Swamy, seeking the removal of the words “socialist” and “secular” from the 

preamble of the Indian Constitution. 

What is the Preamble? 

 A preamble of a bill is an introductory part of the document which explains the purpose, 

rules, regulations, and philosophy of the document.  

 A preamble gives a brief introduction of documents by highlighting the principles and 

fundamental values of the document. It shows the source of the authority of the document.  

 The preamble of the Constitution of India is an introduction of the Constitution which 

includes the sets of rules and regulations to guide the people of the country. The inspiration 

and the motto of the citizens are explained in it.  

 The preamble can be considered as the beginning of the Constitution which highlights the 

base of the Constitution. 

Preamble of India and Date of its Adoption 

 The Preamble of the Indian Constitution is primarily based on the ‘Objective Resolution’ 

written by Jawaharlal Nehru. He introduced his objective resolution on December 13, 1946, 

later it was accepted by the Constituent Assembly on 22 January 1947.  

 The drafting committee observed that the preamble must be limited in defining the important 

features of the new state and its socio-political objectives and other important matters should 

be refined further in the Constitution. The committee changed the motto from ‘Sovereign 

Independent Republic’ to ‘Sovereign Democratic Republic’ as it was mentioned in the 

‘Objective Resolution’.  

 The preamble can also be called the soul of the constitution as it has everything about the 

constitution. It was adopted on 26th November 1949 and it was started from 26th January 

1950 also known as the Republic Day. 

 



 

 

 The preamble shows that the people of India are the source of authority. It means power lies 

with the citizens to elect their representatives and they also have the right to criticize their 

representatives.  

 It comprises the date of its adoption which is November 26th, 1949.  

 It states the objectives of the Constitution of India, which are justice, liberty, equality, and 

fraternity to maintain the integrity and unity of the nation as well as the citizens. 

 It also justifies the nature of the Indian State, which is Sovereign, Socialist, Republic, 

Secular, and Democratic. 

Arguments regarding the status of preamble 

 After a prolonged debate between the makers of the Indian Constitution, the original 

Preamble was adopted by the Constituent Assembly in 1949. The original Preamble 

described India as a “Sovereign, Democratic, Republic”. 

 In “Berubari Union Case” the Supreme Court held that the Preamble is not a part of the 

Constitution and that the Preamble has no subjective power. 

 Later in “Keshwanand Bharti v. State of Kerala” thee Supreme Court held that the 

Preamble is part of the Constitution. It also held that the Preamble of the Constitution can be 

amended but the basic structure of the Constitution cannot destroy. It has been clarified by 

the Supreme Court that being a part of the Constitution, the Preamble can be subjected to 

Constitutional Amendments exercised under article 368, however,  the basic structure cannot 

be altered. 

 Once again in “L.I.C. Of India & Anr v. Consumer Education & Research”  the Supreme 

Court held that the Preamble is an integral part of the Constitution. 

 To the effect of this judgment by the supreme court, the 42nd Amendment, officially 

known as The Constitution (Forty-second Amendment) Act, 1976,  was enacted during 

the emergency period the years 1975 to 1977. This Amendment was headed by the Congress 

Party under the leadership of Indira Gandhi. This Amendment changed the description of the 

Preamble from ‘sovereign, democratic Republic’ to ‘ sovereign, socialist, secular, 

democratic, republic’ besides other changes.  

Socialism and Secularism in preamble 

 In the Preamble of the Indian Constitution the word ‘socialism’ is read as ‘socialist’. The 

word socialist literally means a political- economic system which advocates the State’s 

Components of Preamble of the Indian Constitution



 

 

ownership of the means of production, distribution, and exchange. However, the Constitution 

does not give the definition of the word socialist. Professor M.P. Jain says that the term does 

not means total exclusion of private enterprise and complete state ownership of material 

resources of nation. 

 In India, the first face of Secularism is reflected in the Preamble of Constitution where the 

word ‘Secular’ is read. Originally the idea of secularism is reflected in its fundamental rights 

(Article 25-28) where it guarantees each of its citizens the right to practice any religion.  

 Former Chief Justice of India, P.B. Gajendragadkar, defines secularism as, ‘The State does 

not owe loyalty to any particular religion as such: it is not irreligious or anti-religious; it 

gives equal freedom to all religions. 

 

Secularism and Socialism: Controversies 

 The Indian Constitution does not define the words ‘socialism and secularism’ which may 

lead to different interpretations of these words. The makers of Indian Constitution were 

careful enough not to drag this controversial phrase in dogmatic debates. They have made 

separate chapter called directive principles of state policy which assure a socialist order in the 



 

 

society. Similarly, the religious rights given to all citizens of India under Articles 25, 26, 27 

and 28 surely implies the idea of secular state. 

 The Constituent Assembly debates clearly show why the words were omitted in the original 

Preamble. In the debate over inclusion of the words, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar had clearly stated 

the reasons why the words should not be included in Preamble.  

 According to him, the word ‘socialist’ is against the very grain of democracy to decide in the 

Constitution what kind of society the people of India should live in. He also said that there 

was no need to include the word ‘secular’ as the entire Constitution embodied the concept of 

secular state, which meant non-discrimination on grounds of religion and equal rights and 

status to all citizens. 

 His words had influenced the final decision to exclude the words from the original Preamble. 

 Although socialism has the same root, it is defined in different manner by different political 

scientists. For some it is guild socialism while for others it is democratic socialism and for 

Communists it is Marxist socialism.  

 As the Preamble does not seek to adopt a specific form of socialism, the word socialism 

creates confusion while inserted in legal documents. 

 Similarly, Although the term secular was not included anywhere in the Constitution, as it was 

originally adopted on November 26, 1949, the makers of the Constitution were very clear in 

their mind as to what they meant by secularism.  

 The word secular has no Indian origin. It traces the origin from West in the context of the 

Christian religion. Unlike in the West, in India secularism was never born out of the conflict 

between the church or the temple and the State. It was rooted in India’s own past history and 

culture.  

 The whole Indian Constitution is based on the concept of secularism. India has adopted 

secularism of a unique and different nature. So, there was no need of inclusion of the word 

Secular in the Preamble.  

 Its merely inviting the controversial debate and confusion. For all these reasons, Indian 

Constitution expert, DD Basu said that the insertion of these words was unwise, because, 

juristically, they are vague and confusing. 

Source: The Indian Express 



 

 

Practice question: Discuss the history and debates about ‘socialist’ and ‘secular’ in the preamble 

of the Constitution 

GS III Indian Economy and issues relating to Planning, Mobilization of Resources, Growth, 

Development and Employment. 

2. Divergence in inflation across States 

India’s economy grew at a slower-than-expected 13.5% in the first quarter of the year. 

Private consumption picked up, but inflation has been a dampener. Retail inflation which shot up 

to an eight-year high of 7.79% in April, cooled slightly to 6.7% by July. However, in several 

States and Union Territories (UTs), including Assam, Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat, Haryana and 

Telangana, consumers continued to face over 7% inflation in July, while 11 States, including 

West Bengal, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, saw accelerated price rise in the month. 

Inflation in India 

 Inflation refers to the rise in the prices of most goods and services of daily or common 

use, such as food, clothing, housing, recreation, transport, consumer staples, etc. Inflation 

measures the average price change in a 

basket of commodities and services over 

time. 

 Inflation is indicative of the decrease 

in the purchasing power of a unit of a 

country’s currency. This could 

ultimately lead to a deceleration in 

economic growth. 

 However, a moderate level of inflation 

is required in the economy to ensure that production is promoted. 

Various Inflation Indices in India  

1. Wholesale Price Index (WPI)- Inflation at Wholesale Level 

 WPI measures the average change in prices of goods at the wholesale level. WPI data is 

published by the Office of Economic Adviser , Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

 The base year for WPI is 2011-12. WPI takes into account the change in price of goods 

only. 



 

 

2. Consumer Price Index (CPI)- Inflation at Retail Level 

 It is an index measuring retail inflation in the economy by collecting the change in 

prices of most common goods and services used by consumers. 

 CPI is also called a market basket, it is calculated for a fixed list of items including food, 

housing, apparel, transportation, electronics, medical care, education, etc. 

 The base Year for CPI is 2012. In India, we use CPI as an indicator to measure 

inflation for the formulation of monetary policy.  

 In India, there are four consumer price index numbers, which are calculated, and these 

are as follows: 

 CPI for Industrial Workers (IW), CPI for Agricultural Labourers (AL), CPI for 

Rural Labourers (RL) and CPI (Rural/Urban/Combined). 

 Of these, the first three are compiled by the Labour Bureau  in the Ministry of Labour 

and Employment. Fourth is compiled by the National Statistical Office (NSO) in the 

Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation. 

 Food is the most volatile component and biggest mover of CPI inflation, given that it 

occupies 39 per cent weight in the average consumption basket. 

3. GDP deflator 

 GDP deflator is the ratio of the value of goods 

and services an economy produces in a 

particular year at current prices to that of 

prices that prevailed during the base year. 

 Since the deflator covers the entire range of 

goods and services produced in the economy, 

it is seen as a more comprehensive measure 

of inflation. 

 GDP deflator measures the difference 

between real GDP and nominal GDP. 

4. Headline Inflation 

 Headline Inflation is the measure of total 

inflation within an economy. It includes price 

rise in food, fuel and all other commodities. 

Refined core inflation 

 This year Economic survey constructs a 
new term – ‘refined’ core inflation, which 
excludes main fuel items like ‘petrol for 
vehicle’, ‘diesel for vehicle’ and 
‘lubricants’ and other fuels for vehicles, 
in addition to ‘food and beverages’ and 
‘fuel and light’ from the headline retail 
inflation. 

 These fuel items are included in ‘transport 
and communication’, a sub-group under 
the miscellaneous group. Therefore, the 
conventional way of calculating retail 
core inflation, instead of excluding the 
volatile fuel items from core inflation, 
continue to include volatile fuel items in 
core inflation. As a result, the fuel price 
rise continues to impact core inflation. 



 

 

 Headline inflation refers to the rate of change in the CPI, a measure of the average price 

of a standard basket of goods and services consumed by a typical family. 

5. Core Inflation  

 Core inflation is also a term used to denote the extend of inflation in an economy. But 

Core inflation does not consider the inflation in food and fuel . This is a concept 

derived from headline inflation.  

 Core inflation is seen as a leading predictor of long-term inflation. This is significant 

because it is used to determine how rising prices affect consumer income. 

Current Trends in Inflation  

 Inflation measured by the Consumer Price Index (CPI) crossed the central bank’s upper 

tolerance limit of 6% in January and has averaged 6.8% till July 2022. 

Divergence in inflation across States 

 An analysis of State-wise inflation prints for this period reveals that 14 States as well as 

three UTs, including Jammu and Kashmir, have faced higher than the national 

inflation, most of them averaging over 7% in the same period.  

 While consumers in Telangana (8.32%), West Bengal (8.06%) and Sikkim are worst-hit with 

8%-plus inflation, other major States are not too far behind, with some of them posting a 

spike in price rise in July.  

 The average 2022 retail inflation so far in Maharashtra and Haryana has been 7.7%, followed 

by Madhya Pradesh (7.52%), Assam (7.37%), Uttar Pradesh (7.27%), Gujarat and J&K both 

of which have averaged 7.2% and Rajasthan (7.1%). 

 By contrast, a dozen States have recorded retail price rise of less than 6% through 2022, 

including Kerala (4.8%), Tamil Nadu (5.01%), Punjab (5.35%), Delhi (5.56%) and 

Karnataka (5.84%).  

 Manipur, Goa and Meghalaya, in fact, averaged inflation below 4%, at 1.07%, 3.66% and 

3.84%, respectively.  

 Andhra Pradesh and Jharkhand’s inflation averaged just 0.1% over the national rate at 6.9%, 

but the former averaged 8.18% in the April to June quarter before easing slightly to 7.38% in 

July, while the same numbers were 7.36% and 5.65% for the latter, respectively. 



 

 

 Food price inflation that dropped to a five-month low of 6.8% in July, is a key differentiating 

factor for States’ inflation experience.  

 States that are not major crop producers have higher food inflation  as transport costs are 

added on, and those with predominantly rural areas also clock more inflation as the CPI for 

rural areas assigns a higher weightage to food.  

 Indeed, rural inflation has averaged more than urban inflation at 7.07% from January to July, 

and 7.6% in the four months since it peaked at 8.38% in April.  

 For urban consumers, inflation only crossed 6% in March 2022, has averaged 6.47% through 

2022 and fallen 0.6 percentage points by July from its 2022 high of 7.09% in April. 

 Consumption patterns and divergences in different items’ price  trends also influence 

variations among States. Tomato inflation dropped to 44% from 158.4% in June, while meat 

and fish price rise cooled to a 46-month low of 3% in July.  

 As EY India noted in a report this week, inflation in petrol used for conveyance eased to a 

32-month low of 0.3%, diesel turned negative for the first time since November 2019 at (-

)2.4%, but LPG inflation hit a six-month high of 23% and kerosene touched an 

unprecedented 108.8% in July. That some States lowered their fuel taxes made a difference. 

Impact of high inflation 

 While the share of private consumption has spiked to nearly 60% of GDP in Q1 2022-23, this 

persistently high inflation has dented spending propensity, particularly in rural India that is 

facing more price pressures. 

 Private consumption is improving, with urban demand getting support from contact-intensive 

services. Had it not been for high inflation and subdued rural demand due to negative real 

rural wage growth, private consumption would have grown faster. 

 With the monsoon’s progress still uneven, there is anxiety about rural demand even as 

inflationary pressures will continue to cramp household budgets. 

Way Ahead 

 Identifying what is driving inflation higher (or lower) in some States vis-à-vis others could 

help policy makers address those pressure points more specifically to provide lasting relief to 

consumers, apart from other broad-brush ploys such as interest rate hikes and trade curbs to 

cool prices of individual items.  

Reasons for variations in price rise among the States 



 

 

 The Centre and States can co-ordinate to pinpoint and address the price triggers that may not 

be driven by global headwinds but local factors. 

Source: The Hindu 

Practice question: Why is there divergence in inflation across States? How has it dented 

spending, particularly in rural India, which is facing more price pressures? 
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