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GS I History of the World will include events from 18th century such as Industrial Revolution, 

world wars, Redrawal of National Boundaries, Colonization, Decolonization, political 

philosophies like Communism, Capitalism, Socialism etc.— their forms and effect on the 

society. 

1. Mikhail Gorbachev in History 

Recently, the last leader of the Soviet Union, Mikhail Gorbachev died at the age of 91. 

Background 

· Mikhail Gorbachev joined Communist Party of the Soviet Union as a youth, and after 

Stalin’s death, he became a keen proponent of De-Stalinisation reforms started by Nikita 

Khrushchev. 

· He was selected as the First Party Secretary of the Stavropol Regional Committee in 1970. 

· In 1985 when he was elected as the General Secretary of the Communist Party of the Soviet 

Union, in other words, the de facto ruler of the government. 

· He was the President of the Soviet Union from 1990 until the country's dissolution in 1991.   

Legacy of Mikhail Gorbachev 

· Ending the Cold War: The Cold War dominated international politics from 1947 to 1989. 

While there was no direct conflict between the USSR and the US, as the name suggests, 

proxy wars waged between the two resulted in widespread death and destabilisation, 

particularly in South America and West Asia.  

· The conflict ended due to a variety of reasons, but chief amongst them was Gorbachev’s 

willingness to improve relations with the United States through a series of arms agreements 

and other path-breaking discussions. 

· Before he leapt onto the political scene in 1985, Soviet foreign policy was based on the 

Brezhnev Doctrine which advocated maintaining Moscow’s influence (by force if needed,) 

over all its satellite states. Gorbachev instead favoured an approach based on shared ethical 

principles rather than on Marxist-Leninist concepts of inherent conflict between capitalism 

and communism. 

· Towards that end, Gorbachev held several meetings with Reagan and UK Prime Minister 

Margaret Thatcher, who later famously described him as a man with whom she could do 

business. 



 

 

· Together, the men signed two landmark disarmament treaties that contributed significantly 

towards cooling tensions between their countries. Signed in 1987 and 1991 respectively, the 

arms reduction treaties eliminated all intermediate and short range missiles from Europe and 

greatly reduced the number of intercontinental ballistic missiles in operation. 

· Economic reforms: He introduced the policies of “glasnost” and “perestroika” which 

helped in freedom of speech and press and the economic expansion of the economy. 

· Perestroika means “restructuring,” specifically of the Communist economy and political 

system, by incorporating some features of a market economy into the Soviet economy. It also 

resulted in the decentralization of financial decision-making. 

· Glasnost means “openness,” particularly openness of information and began the 

democratization of the Soviet Union. 

Mikhail Gorbachev and India 

· Gorbachev visited India twice, in 1986 and 1988. His objective was to extend his 

disarmament initiatives in Europe to Asia and to secure Indian cooperation. 

· It was Gorbachev’s first visit to a non-Warsaw Pact country after taking over as leader of the 

Soviet Union. 

· The then Prime Minister Rajiv hailed Gorbachev as a “crusader for peace”. 

· His address to India’s Parliament during the visit received hyperbolic coverage in the Indian 

and Soviet press and was seen as a high point of Indian diplomacy. 

Source: The Hindu 

Practice question: Discuss the legacy of Mikhail Gorbachev who oversaw the collapse of the 

USSR and facilitated the end of the Cold War.  

GS II Government Policies and Interventions for Development in various sectors and Issues 

arising out of their Design and Implementation. 

2. Road Safety in India 

The death of former chairman of Tata Sons Cyrus Mistry in a road accident near Palghar 

in Maharashtra has triggered a debate on road safety. 

Background 



 

 

· Road transport is the dominant mode of transport in India, in terms of traffic share and in 

terms of contribution to the national economy. 

· To meet the demand for road transport, the number of vehicles and the length of road 

network have increased over the years. 

· A negative externality of expansion in road network, motorization and urbanisation in the 

country is the increase in road accidents and road crash fatalities. 

Road accidents in India 

· Deaths by accidents on roads increased by almost 17 per cent in 2021 compared to 2020, 

indicating an increase in the rate of deaths per 1,000 vehicles in India, according to the latest 

NCRB report.  

· In 2021, 1.55 lakh people died in 

accidents on Indian roads, up 

from 1.33 lakh in 2020, when 

much of the year saw a 

nationwide lockdown. Total road 

accidents reported was 4.03 lakh 

in 2021, up from 3.54 lakh the year 

before. 

· India’s road density at 1890.75 per 

1000 sq.km of area in 2017-18 was 

higher than that of many developed countries though surfaced/paved road constituting 64.6 

vehicles per kilometre of road length has increased from 28 vehicles in 2010 to 46 in 2020.  

· This is indicative of the growing road traffic congestion in the country. 

Causes of Road accidents in India 

· People hardly oblige to traffic rules and find easier to bribe policemen rather than paying 

hefty challans. 

· More accidents on the highways have been attributed to higher vehicle speeds and higher 

volume of traffic on these roads. While national highways constitute only 2% of the total 

length of roads in India, they contribute to 36% of fatalities. 

· Issues such as gaps in the median on the national highways, untreated intersections, and 

missing crash barriers are some of the biggest engineering issues. Pathetic conditions of 



 

 

roads and vehicles, poor visibility and poor road design and engineering – including quality 

of material and construction, especially a single-lane with a sharp curve. 

· Driver violations such as wrong-side driving, wrong lane usage by heavy vehicles, and mass 

violation of traffic lights, intoxication are the biggest behavioural issues. While the proximate 

cause of deaths and injuries to passengers in this particular accident was high speed driving, 

in line with the NCRB’s findings that 56% of India’s road accidents in 2021 were caused due 

to overspeeding. 

· Lack of rapid trauma care on highways leads to such high fatalities. 

Impact of Road accidents in India 

· India loses 3% of its GDP due to road accidents, most of which are preventable. 

· Every road accident death causes depletion of nearly seven months’ household income in 

poor families and pushes the kin of victims into a cycle of poverty and debt. 

· Vulnerable Road Users (VRUs) bear a disproportionately large burden of road crashes and 

account for more than half of all road crash deaths and serious injuries in the country. It is 

often the poor, especially male road-users of working age, that constitute the category of 

VRUs. 

· According to World Bank’s report “Traffic Crash Injuries and Disabilities: The Burden 

on Indian Society, 2021. 

ü About 50% of women were severely affected by the decline in their household income 

after a crash. 

ü About 40% of women reported a change in their working patterns post-accident, while 

around 11% reported taking up extra work to deal with the financial crisis. 

ü The income decline for low-income rural households (56%) was the most severe 

compared to low-income urban (29.5%) and high-income rural households (39.5%). 

Initiatives Related to Road Safety 

· Brasilia Declaration on Road Safety: The declaration was signed at the Second Global 

High-Level conference on Road Safety held in Brazil. 

· Through the Brasilia Declaration Countries plan to achieve the Sustainable Development 

Goal 3.6. By 2020, halve the number of global deaths and injuries from road traffic 

accidents. 

· India signed the Brasilia declaration and committed to reduction in fatalities. 



 

 

· The Motor Vehicles (MV) (Amendment) Act, 2019  which hiked the penalties for traffic 

violations, defective vehicles, juvenile driving, etc. 

· It provides for a Motor Vehicle Accident Fund, which would provide compulsory insurance 

cover to all road users in India for certain types of accidents. 

· It also provides for a National Road Safety Board, to be created by the Central Government 

through a notification. It also provides for the protection of good samaritans. 

Way Ahead 

Only way to reduce fatalities was to institute evidence-based, India-specific and effective 

road safety policies. These include looking at composite factors such as poor road design and 

maintenance of road and traffic infrastructure in fixing responsibility for accidents. One 

suggestion — the removal of medians on intercity highways and replacement with steel guard 

rails or wire rope barriers — also merits consideration. 

Source: The Hindu 

Practice question: Discuss the causes for Road accidents in India and its impact.  
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