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GS II Effect of Policies and Politics of Developed and Developing Countries on India’s 

interests, Indian Diaspora. 

1. China’s growing footprint in the Pacific Islands 

Wang Yi, the Foreign Minister of China, is currently on an eight-day visit to ten Pacific 

Island Countries (PICs), and has co-hosted with Fiji the Second China-Pacific Island Countries 

Foreign Ministers Meeting on May 30, 2022. 

Pacific Island Countries  

· The Pacific Island Countries are a cluster of 14 states which are located largely in the 

tropical zone of the Pacific 

Ocean between Asia, Australia 

and the Americas.  

· They include Cook Islands, Fiji, 

Kiribati, Republic of Marshall 

Islands, Federated States of 

Micronesia (FSM), Nauru, Niue, 

Palau, Papua New Guinea, 

Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga, 

Tuvalu and Vanuatu.  

· The islands are divided on the basis of physical and human geography into three distinct 

parts — Micronesia, Melanesia and Polynesia. 

Strategic significance of the PICs 

· The islands are very small in land area, and are spread wide across the vast equatorial 

swathe of the Pacific Ocean.  

· As a result, though they are some of the smallest and least populated states, they have some 

of the largest Exclusive Economic Zones (EEZs) in the world.  

· Large EEZs translate into huge economic potential due to the possibility of utilising the 

wealth of fisheries, energy, minerals and other marine resources present in such zones.  

· Hence, they prefer to be identified as Big Ocean States, rather than Small Island States. In 

fact, Kiribati and FSM, both PICs, having EEZs larger than that of India.  



 

 

· Moreover, these countries have played an important role in major power rivalry as 

springboards for power projection and laboratories for developing and demonstrating 

strategic capabilities.  

· The major powers of the colonial era competed with each other to gain control over these 

strategic territories.  

· The Pacific islands also acted as one of the major theatres of conflict during the Second 

World War — between imperial Japan and the U.S.  

· Due to the remoteness of these islands from the Soviet Union and major population centres 

of the world, some of the major nuclear weapon test sites of the U.S., the U.K. and France 

were located here.  

· In addition, the 14 PICs, bound together by shared economic and security concerns, account 

for as many number of votes in the United Nations, and act as a potential vote bank for major 

powers to mobilise international opinion. 

China’s interest in PIC 

· China does not have any particular historical linkages to the PICs unlike the Western powers. 

Therefore, its interest in the PICs is of relatively recent origin, and is linked to China’s rise 

in the past few decades.  

· The PICs lie in the natural line of expansion of China’s maritime interest and naval power. 

They are located beyond China’s ‘First Island Chain’, which represents the country’s first 

threshold of maritime expansion.  

· The PICs are located geostrategically in what is referred to by China as its ‘Far Seas’, the 

control of which will make China an effective Blue Water Capable Navy — an essential 

prerequisite for becoming a superpower.  

· At a time when the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue has emerged as a major force in the Indo-

Pacific vis-à-vis China, the need to influence the PICs have become an even more pressing 

matter for China. 

· Apart from the vast marine richness of the PICs, the Taiwan factor plays a major role in 

China’s Pacific calculus.  

· China, which considers Taiwan to be a breakaway territory, is preparing for what seems like 

an inevitable military invasion.  



 

 

· In this context, it becomes important to break Western domination of island chains of the 

Pacific which could impede reunification. Wooing the PICs a way from the West and Taiwan 

will therefore make the goal of Taiwan’s reunification easier for China.  

· It has to be noted here that a zero-sum 

game has been underway in the past few 

decades in the Pacific between China and 

Taiwan in terms of gaining diplomatic 

recognition.  

· China has been successful in getting 

diplomatic recognition from 10 out of the 

14 PICs through its economic largesse. 

Only four PICs — Tuvalu, Palau, Marshall 

Islands and Nauru, currently recognise 

Taiwan. 

India-PICs Relations 

· India’s interaction with the PICs is still 

largely driven by the presence of sizeable 

Indian Diaspora in the region. 

· Nearly 40% of Fiji’s population is of Indian origin and about 3000 Indians living in Papua 

New Guinea at present. 

· In terms of institutional engagements, India participates in the Pacific Island Forum (PIF) as 

one of the key dialogue partners of the Forum. 

· The most important development in facilitating India’s interaction with the PICs in recent 

years has been the formation of an action-oriented Forum for India and Pacific Islands 

Cooperation (FIPIC). 

Implications of China’s latest move 

· China has increasingly started talking about security cooperation in addition to its economic 

diplomacy towards the PICs.  

· The intensification of China’s diplomacy towards the Pacific Islands have made the po wers 

who have traditionally controlled the regional dynamics like the U.S. and Australia more 

cautious.  

Forum for India-Pacific Islands cooperation 
(FIPIC) 

· Forum for India-Pacific Islands cooperation 
(FIPIC) is a multinational grouping 
developed in 2014 for cooperation between 

India and 14 Pacific Islands nations which 
include Cook Islands, Fiji,  Kiribati, 
Marshall Islands, Micronesia, Nauru, Niue, 
Samoa, Solomon Islands, Palau, Papua 
New Guinea, Tonga,  Tuvalu and Vanuatu. 
The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI) 
would be the key knowledge partner for 
this event. 

· All heads of state or heads of government 
of the above countries met in Suva, Fiji in 
November 2014 for the first time where the 
annual summit was conceptualised. 



 

 

· The U.S. has started revisiting its diplomatic priority for the region ever since the China-

Solomon Islands deal.  

Conclusion 

The PICs lie in the natural line of expansion of China’s maritime interest. At a time when 

the Quadrilateral Security Dialogue has emerged as a major force in the Indo-Pacific vis-à-vis 

China, the need to influence the PICs becomes even more pressing for China. 

Source: The Hindu 

Practice question: Why is China interested in the Pacific Island countries? What does China’s 

inroads into the Pacific portend for regional geopolitics? 

GS IV Contributions of Moral Thinkers and Philosophers from India and World. 

2. Philosopher-saint Ramanujacharya 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Statue of Equality, a gigantic statue of 

Ramanujacharya. 

Ramanujacharya 



 

 

· Born in 1017 in Sriperumbudur in Tamil Nadu, Ramanujacharya is revered as a Vedic 

philosopher and social reformer. He travelled across India, advocating equality and social 

justice. 

· Ramanuja revived the Bhakti movement, and his preachings inspired other Bhakti schools of 

thought. He is considered to be the inspiration for poets like Annamacharya, Bhakt Ramdas, 

Thyagaraja, Kabir, and Meerabai. 

· From the time he was a young budding philosopher, Ramanuja appealed for the protection of 

nature and its resources like air, water, and soil.  

· He went on to write nine scriptures known as the navaratnas, and composed numerous 

commentaries on Vedic scriptures. 

The Visishtadvaita: Philosophy of Sri Ramanuja 

· According to Sri Ramanuja, the attributes are real and permanent. But, they are subject to the 

control of the one Brahman (God). 

· Ramanuja's celebrated system of philosophy is known as Visishtadvaita or qualified 

monism. Visishtadvaita philosophy is Vaishnavism. The Sampradaya of Ramanuja's cult or 

creed is known as Sri Sampradaya. His followers are Vaishnavas.  

· Ramanuja systematised the philosophy of Vaishnavism. 'Sri' or the Goddess Lakshmi is made 

to have an important function to perform in the salvation of the soul. 

· Ramanuja accepts perception, inference and scripture as valid sources of knowledge. The 

Vedas and the Smritis are the sole and independent authority for the knowledge of Brahman.  

· Ramanuja identifies God with Narayana who dwells in Vaikuntha with his Sakti or consort, 

Lakshmi. Lakshmi is the Goddess of Prosperity. She is the Divine Mother. She pleads with 

Her husband on behalf of man.  

· She introduces the devotee to Her Lord and obtains for him salvation. Lakshmi occupies a 

pre-eminent place in Vaishnavism. 

· Ramanujacharya's works such as the Gitabhasya and the Sribhasya contain certain concepts 

which can work for the harmony of all the sections of society. He had great concern for all 

the people living in society.  

· He was of course a samnyasin but this, in no way, came between him and the society. 

Samnyasa (renunciation) does not mean giving up all work in life.  



 

 

· It means giving up the bonds of marriage and the duties involved in it; giving up all 

attachment to material things of life and establishing oneself in God (sam+nyasa) (One does 

not attain to a state of transcending Karmayoga by not undertaking the works.  

· Nor does he attain success merely by the giving up works which are already begun.) One has 

to help others cross the ocean of worldly existence.  

· A realised soul has a moral and spiritual obligation to come to the rescue of the common 

man, the uneducated man, who, without proper guidance will fall into the cycles of births and 

deaths. 

Source: The Indian Express 

Practice question: Multiplicity is not contradictory to Oneness, it becomes insignificant and the 

component entities fall apart if the Oneness becomes annulled or subordinated. Explain in the 

context of Indian philosophy.  
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