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GS III Conservation, Environmental Pollution and Degradation, Environmental Impact 

Assessment. 

1. India’s updated Nationally Determined Contribution 

In August 2022, India formally updated its nationally determined contribution (NDC) to 

the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) which was made on 

October 2, 2015. The NDC was approved by the Union Cabinet on August 3. The updated NDC 

is a step towards India’s goal to reach net-zero emissions by 2070, the government said in a press 

release. 

Paris Agreement 

· The 2015 Paris Agreement is a legally binding international climate treaty, approved by 

world leaders attending the Climate Conference, COP21.  

· It was adopted by 196 countries on December 12, 2015, and entered into force on November 

4, 2016. 

· The Paris Agreement’s main goal is to limit global warming by keeping average global 

temperatures “well below two, preferably to 1.5 degrees Celsius”, in comparison with pre-

industrial levels. 

Nationally determined contribution 

· Plans submitted by countries to work towards their climate goals are known as nationally 

determined contributions (NDCs).  

· Each signatory of the Paris Agreement is required to prepare, communicate, and maintain the 

NDCs it intends to achieve as part of its climate action plan. This is outlined in Article 4, 

paragraph 2 of the Paris Agreement. 

· NDCs are submitted every five years to the UNFCCC secretariat. 

India’s updated Nationally Determined Contribution 

· India submitted a three-page document to UNFCCC in August, which is an update to its first 

NDC that was submitted on October 2, 2015. 

· Emissions intensity: The updated contributions include reducing the emissions intensity of 

the GDP by 45% by 2030, compared to the 2005 level. According to India’s 2015 NDC, the 



 

 

country had announced that it will work towards improving the emissions intensity of its 

GDP by 33-35% below the 2005 level, by 2030. 

· In December 2020, former Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar claimed that India had 

already achieved 21% of its emissions intensity as a proportion of its GDP in line with its 

commitment. 

· Emissions intensity is the total amount of emissions emitted for every unit of GDP. In a 

cover letter dated August 23, Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav said that the goal to 

reduce emissions intensity and improve energy efficiency was not sector specific. At the 

same time, vulnerable sectors of the economy and segments of the society will be protected. 

· Non fossil fuel-based energy: By 2030, India also plans to achieve about 50% of cumulative 

electric power installed capacity from non-fossil fuel-based energy resources. To accomplish 

this, India will use low-cost international finance, including the Green Climate Fund 

(GCF).  

· The GCF, set up as part of the Paris Agreement, is the world’s largest climate fund. It helps 

developing countries achieve their NDCs and work towards lowering emissions, with the 

hope of eventually averting the climate emergency. 

· Sustainable living: The press release states that India has propagated sustainable living 

based on traditions, conservation, and moderation to combat climate change. This also 

includes a mass movement for “LIFE” – lifestyle for environment.  

· According to Niti Aayog, LIFE is a public movement to encourage people to become pro-

planet. “Today, there is a need for all of us to come together and take Lifestyle for 

Environment forward as a campaign.  

· This can become a mass movement towards an environmentally conscious lifestyle,” Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi said at COP26 held in Scotland in 2021. 

· Other highlights of India’s updated NDC include adopting a climate-friendly and cleaner 

path for economic development, creating an additional carbon sink, adapting to climate 

change by enhancing investments in development programmes in vulnerable sectors, 

mobilising funds from developed countries to implement better mitigation and adaptation 

actions, and building an architectural framework and other capacities for quick diffusion and 

better research and development for climate technologies. 

India’s performance in the past 



 

 

· In October 2021, former Niti Aayog CEO Amitabh Kant said that India is the only G20 

country that is on track to achieve its climate goals under the Paris Agreement. 

· In 2019, India ranked among the top 10 countries in the climate change performance index 

for the first time. It ranked tenth onthe 2022 index as well.  

· Its performance was rated high in the greenhouse gas emissions, energy use, and climate 

policy categories, and medium in the renewable energy category. 

Source: The Hindu 

Practice question: Discuss about the India’s updated Nationally Determined Contribution to 

combat climate change. 

GS IV Probity in Governance: Concept of Public Service; Philosophical Basis of Governance 

and Probity; 

2. Political Ethics 

Recent incidents around the world like the Russia-Ukraine war have highlighted the 

importance of ethics in politics. 

Political ethics 

· Political ethics, sometimes called political morality or public ethics, is the practice of making 

moral judgments about political action and the study of that practice.  

· Ethics is usually defined as the set of moral principles that direct one’s behaviour and define 

what is considered to be right and wrong.  

· Similarly, political ethics refers to making moral judgements to guide action and methods of 

decision-making for the public good. 

Perspectives on Political ethics 

‘Politics’ and ‘ethics’ don’t go together 

· It is often said that politics, ethics, and personal morality are not always aligned. There are 

different schools of thought on ethics in politics. Some would argue that politicians should 

stick to universal principles such as justice or fairness to rule better.  

· On the other hand, political realists such as Machiavelli argued that there is no room for 

ethics in politics or that the ethical principles that govern citizens’ behaviour should not bind 

politicians. 



 

 

· In fact, political leaders throughout history have often had to make unethical decisions to 

advance the interests of their nation or state.  

· For realists, politics is an active pursuit of power and nation-states are engaged in constant 

struggle with one another to maximise their security in the anarchic world order.  

· So if politicians and statesmen are to be effective in this anarchic system, they cannot be 

bound by some abstract ethical principles that would constrain this pursuit.  

· Political realists like Machiavelli reject ethical principles as they constrain nations in the 

pursuit of power. 

Ethics is integral to politics 

· Mahatma Gandhi tried to make a bridge between politics and ethics. According to the 

Mahatma, the end goal of politics is to serve the people, not politics itself. Politics can’t be 

done without morality and ethics.  

· As for morality and ethics, their meaning is to be compassionate and understand the feelings 

of others.  

· In the same way, Aristotle also believed that ethics and politics are strongly related. Ethics 

examines the good of the individual, while politics examines the good of the state, which he 

considered to be the best type of community.  

· Along these lines, there are codes of conduct for politicians in many countries, like the U., 

the US, Canada, and Germany. Also in India, there is a code of conduct for the members of 

the Rajya Sabha and Lok Sabha. 

· Any discussion on an ethical framework for governance in a democracy must start with 

ethical values in politics, experts say.  

· Politicians and those engaged in politics play a vital role in the legislative and executive 

wings of the state, whose acts of commission and omission in working the Constitution and 

the rule of law become the point of intervention for the judiciary.  

· The standards set in politics profoundly influence many aspects of governance and the 

behaviour of the people at large. 

Need for Ethics in politics in current times 

· In the present scenario, experts say, politics is more about competition than doing good for 

the public and it is no longer about idealism and constructive criticism. They say that keeping 

the recent incidents at the international as well as the national level, like the Russia-Ukraine 



 

 

war and the Nupur Sharma case, respectively, in mind the lack of ethics in politics is 

palpable.  

· The repercussions of these events have an impact on the country and the public at large. 

Experts point out that politicians are also public servants—their actions should be for the 

public good and their opinion should not be insensitive toward any community.  

· They say it should be “we” rather than “they and us” and for a country like India, whose 

democracy is woven from the threads of different communities, castes, races, religions, and 

languages, ethical conduct is very essential to be followed to keep this nation bound together.  

· As rightly said by Mahatma Gandhi, politics without principles and ethics would be 

disastrous. 

Source: The Indian Express 

Practice question: Politics without principles and ethics would be disastrous. Explain with recent 

incidents around the world.  
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