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GS I Population and Associated Issues, Poverty and Developmental issues, Urbanization, their 

problems and their remedies. 

1. Human Development Report 

The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) released its latest Human 

Development Report (HDR). 

Human Development Report 

· Human Development Reports (HDRs) have been released since 1990 and have explored 

different themes through the human development approach. 

· It's published by the Human Development Report Office for the United Nations 

Development Programme (UNDP). 

· The goal is to contribute toward the expansion of opportunities, choice and freedom. 

· The theme for Human Development Report 2021-22 is Uncertain Times, Unsettled Lives: 

Shaping our Future in a World in Transformation. 

· These include: 

ü HDI 

ü Inequality-adjusted HDI 

ü Gender Development Index 

ü Gender Inequality Index 

ü Multidimensional Poverty Index 

ü Planetary pressures-adjusted Human Development Index 

Human Development Report 2021-22 

Human Development Index 

· India is ranked 132 out of 191 countries. India’s score of 0.633 is not only a long way away 

from the top-ranking scores — Switzerland is ranked 1 with a score of 0.962 — but also 

below the global average. 

· In 2020, too, India recorded a decline in its HDI value (0.642) in comparison to the pre-

Covid level of 2019 (0.645). 

· In 2021, India’s life expectancy at birth was recorded at 67.2 years. Expected years of 

schooling at 11.9 years; mean years of schooling at 6.7 years; 



 

 

· The gross national income per capita stood at USD 6,590. 

Inequality-adjusted HDI (IHDI) 

· The IHDI value can be interpreted as the level of human development when inequality is 

accounted for. 

· The IHDI looks beyond the average achievements of a country in longevity, education and 

income to show how these achievements are distributed among its residents. 

· The relative difference between IHDI and HDI values is the loss due to inequality in the 

distribution of the HDI within the country. 

· India’s HDI falls by 25% — the most among the countries mentioned in the Table — when 

adjusted for inequality. That’s because the share of income held by the richest 1% of the 



 

 

population is more than the income held by the poorest 40%. Neither China nor Switzerland 

are as unequal. 

Gender Inequality Index (GII) 

· The GDI uses HDI sub-components to look at the gender gap. 

· The GII looks at the issue of gender inequality by preparing a composite measure using three 

dimensions: reproductive health, empowerment and the labour market. The reproductive 

health indicators are maternal mortality ratio and adolescent birth rate.  

 

· The empowerment indicators are the percentage of parliamentary seats held by women and 

the percentage of the population with at least some secondary education by gender. The 

labour market indicator is participation in the labour force by gender. 

· The key thing to remember is that a low GII value indicates low inequality between women 

and men, and vice-versa. 

Gender Development Index (GDI) 



 

 

· The GDI essentially estimates HDI values for women and men and then looks at the ratio. 

The closer this ratio is to 1, the smaller the gender gap between women and men in HDI 

terms. 

· That India is behind Switzerland is hardly surprising but the more worrisome insight is that 

India is significantly behind the world average as well. As China’s GDI — which is higher 

than Switzerland’s — shows that being relatively low on overall per capita income does not 

bar a country from plugging the gender gap. 

Multidimensional Poverty Index (MPI) 

· The Multidimensional Poverty Index captures the multiple deprivations that people in 

developing countries face in their health, education and standard of living. 

· Population in severe multidimensional poverty refers to the percentage of the population with 

a deprivation score of 50 per cent or more. Similarly, “population vulnerable to 

multidimensional poverty” refers to the percentage of the population at risk of suffering 

multiple deprivations— that is, those with a deprivation score of 20–33 per cent. 

· Lastly, the table also compiles the percentage of the population living at less than $1.9 per 

day (in purchasing power parity terms). 

· What the data reveals is that even in percentage terms, India is far worse off than some of the 

comparable countries. 

· Moreover, since India has the world’s second-largest population, a high percentage of those 

with deprivation implies quite high numbers. According to UNDP’s estimates, as of 2019, 

India had more than 381 million who were suffering from multi-dimensional poverty. China, 

for reference, has just 54 million. 

Planetary pressures-adjusted Human Development Index (PHDI) 



 

 

· Planetary pressures-adjusted Human Development Index, adjusts the HDI for planetary 

pressures in the Anthropocene to reflect a concern for intergenerational inequality — similar 

to the Inequality-adjusted HDI adjustment — which is motivated by a concern for 

intragenerational inequality. 

· The PHDI value can be interpreted as the level of human development adjusted by carbon 

dioxide emissions per person (production-based) and material footprint per person to account 

for excessive human pressure on the planet. 

· India’s PHDI is much closer to the PHDIs of other countries. That’s because India’s PHDI 

falls far less (vis a vis India’s HDI) than other countries. This shows that if the HDI scores of 

some of the richer countries and countries with better HDI ranks were adjusted or corrected 

for the amount of per capita carbon emissions they will show a far less stellar success in 

human development. 

Source: The Indian Express 

Practice question: Discuss the various human development indices mentioned compiled by 

Human Development Report 2021-22. 

GS II Comparison of the Indian Constitutional Scheme with that of Other Countries. 

2. Constitutional monarchy 

One topic was at the heart of King Charles III’s address to the British Parliament, and, 

many experts would say, of almost all his public statements and actions since the death of Queen 

Elizabeth: upholding Britain’s system of constitutional monarchy. 

Constitutional Monarchy 

· A constitutional monarchy, parliamentary monarchy, or democratic monarchy is a form of 

monarchy in which the monarch exercises their authority in accordance with a constitution 

and is not alone in decision making. 

· Constitutional monarchies differ from absolute monarchies (in which a monarch whether 

limited by a constitution or not is the only one to decide) in that they are bound to exercise 

powers and authorities within limits prescribed by an established legal framework.  

· Constitutional monarchies range from countries such as Liechtenstein, Monaco, Morocco, 

Jordan, Kuwait, and Bahrain, where the constitution grants substantial discretionary powers 



 

 

to the sovereign, to countries such as Australia, the United Kingdom, Canada, the 

Netherlands, Spain, Belgium, Sweden, Malaysia, Thailand, Cambodia, and Japan, where the 

monarch retains significantly less personal discretion in the exercise of their authority. 

Significance of a constitutional monarchy 

· While the monarchy is unelected, unlike an elected presidency, constitutional monarchy 

provides for the monarch's powers to be limited and balanced by an elected body in the form 

of a Parliament of elected ministers, and so is a democratic process based on enlightened 

principles. 

· A Constitutional monarchy, according to monarchists, has two central features that are rarely 

found in presidents: while presidents may see themselves in terms of a limited term of office, 

often "retiring" from other positions to enter the presidency, constitutional monarchy tends to 

entail a professional life-long commitment. 

· Another frequently mentioned benefit is that monarchs do not represent any particular 

political viewpoint, and they give stability or serve as a symbol of the state or nation. 

Constitutional Monarchy- Drawbacks 

· In a constitutional monarchy, the monarch has very minimal power, thereby rendering him or 

her a figurehead rather than a ruler. It may also empower the monarch, giving them 

practically unlimited authority over what they can do and how they act. 

· Even though a monarch is meant to remain neutral, there are systems in place to limit that 

neutrality if that is wanted. 

· It has the potential to stifle necessary societal transformation: It can be beneficial to have two 

layers of executive bureaucracy, but it can also be disheartening. When it comes to legislative 

demands, the arrangement frequently requires the head elected representative and the 

monarch to be on the same page. 

· It is a tough form of governance to change. It is difficult to switch to a new kind of 

governance in a constitutional monarchy due to the sheer volume of bureaucracy. That is 

why it is currently one of the world's oldest forms of governance. 

Conclusion 

In the United Kingdom, a frequent debate centres on when it is appropriate for a British 

monarch to act. When a monarch does act, political controversy can often ensue, partially 

because the neutrality of the crown is seen to be compromised in favour of a partisan goal, while 



 

 

some political scientists champion the idea of an "interventionist monarch" as a check against 

possible illegal action by politicians. 

Source: The Indian Express 

Practice question: What is Constitutional Monarchy? What are the key features of a 

constitutional monarchy? 
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