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GS II Government Policies and Interventions for Development in various sectors and Issues 

arising out of their Design and Implementation. 

1. The National Air Sports Policy 2022 

The Ministry of Civil Aviation has launched an aero-sports policy to turn India into a top 

destination for air sports by 2030. In a first, the policy sets up an oversight body for regulation, 

certification, accidents and penalties. 

Air sports 

· The policy document defines air sports as sports activities involving the medium of air. 

Examples include air-racing, aerobatics, hang gliding, paragliding and skydiving. The 

following will be covered by the National Air Sports Policy 2022: 

ü Aerobatics  

ü Aero modelling and model rocketry 

ü Amateur-built and experimental aircraft 

ü Ballooning 

ü Drones 

ü Gliding and powered gliding 

ü Hang gliding and powered hang gliding 

ü Parachuting, which will include skydiving, BASE jumping and wing suits 

ü Paragliding and para motoring, including powered parachute trikes 

ü Powered aircraft, including ultra-light, microlight and light-sports aircraft 

ü Rotorcraft that includes autogyro 

· The list may be extended as and when required, according to the Ministry. 

The idea behind NASP 2022 

· Though adventurists have been undertaking aerial sports for years across the country, there 

has been no formal framework in place to ensure their safety considering the higher levels of 

risk.  

· Via the aero sports policy, the Centre states its intention to promote the sector by providing a 

“safe, affordable, accessible, enjoyable and sustainable air sports ecosystem”. 

· Besides economic benefits, the government is looking at tapping into the sector to boost 

tourism, travel, infrastructure and employment, especially in hilly areas. 



 

 

· The policy has also been framed to engage “migratory” air sports professionals who move 

away from prominent air sports locations during the winter season. “The ASFI and the air 

sports associations will work towards developing a hassle-free process to enable their 

movement to India.  

· This will enable Indian air sports enthusiasts to learn from the experience of the visiting 

professionals, get exposed to global best practices and create opportunities to host global 

competitions in India,” reads the policy.  

· Air sports are managed by the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale (FAI) around the 

world. Headquartered in Switzerland, the FAI is recognised by the International Olympic 

Committee (IOC). 

The National Air Sports Policy 2022 

· In brief, to make India a global hub of air sports by 2030. To achieve this goal, the Centre has 

said it will focus on promoting a culture of air sports in the country while adopting 

international best practices of safety.  

· In this direction, it has announced a four-tier governance structure to oversee aerial sports. 

The policy also says that development and manufacturing of sports equipment will be done in 

keeping with the Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.  

· The government is also contemplating an incentive scheme to promote the manufacturing of 

air sports equipment in India. 

Objectives 

· Promote an air sports culture in the country. 

· Enable adoption of international good practices in safety including but not limited to, air 

sports infrastructure, equipment, operations, maintenance and training. 

· Develop a simple, stakeholder-friendly and effective governance structure. 

· Enhance participation and success of Indian sportspersons in global air sports events. 

· Promote design, development and manufacturing of air sports equipment in India in line with 

the Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. 

The newly established policy framework for aero sports 

· Four-tier governance structure: The 11 identified air sports will come under a four-tier 

governance structure, with the Air Sports Federation of India (ASFI) as the apex body. It will 

oversee aspects like regulation, certification, accidents and penalties.  



 

 

· National associations for individual air sports will be in the second tier, regional units and 

their state affiliates will be in the third tier and district-level air sports associations will 

govern the sport at the local level.  

· ASFI: The apex body will govern aspects of regulation, certification, competitions, awards 

and penalties. It will also be responsible for organising promotional events, and competitions 

with the help of national air sports associations.  

· The ASFI will have the Ministry of Civil Aviation Secretary as its head while the Ministry 

Joint Secretary will be appointed as the Member Secretary. Its governing council will have 

representatives from the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA), Airports Authority 

of India (AAI), two representatives each from the national air sports association and the Aero 

Club of India, and three aero sports experts nominated by the Chairperson. The Council will 

meet once every three months.  

· A secretariat will be set up in the ASFI which will bring together professionals with 

knowledge and experience in air sports, administration, finance, marketing and legislation. 

ASFI will publish its draft guidelines within six months. 

· National air sports associations: Regulatory issues related to safety, training, licensing and 

airworthiness will be handled by these associations. They will coordinate with Air Traffic 

Control (ATC) to ensure safe operations alongside manned and unmanned flights.  

· These national air sports associations will organise competitions at the national level and 

collaborate with international organisations. They will maintain all flight records and other 

data from these competitions. Rules for insurance and compensation in case of accidents will 

also be framed by them. 



 

 

· Each national air sports association will have an elected President, Secretary and Treasurer. 

The Executive Council will comprise the President and Secretary of State-level air sports 

associations, representatives of Central departments, armed forces and Central Armed Police 

Forces etc, and at least two veterans of the respective air sport.  

· The public will be charged a fee to use selected facilities of the armed forces, CAPF and state 

police forces without “compromising on quality, safety, national security and operational 

requirements of the forces”, the report says. 

Significance of the Policy 

· Besides the revenue from air sports activities, multiplier benefits in terms of growth in travel, 

tourism, infrastructure and local employment, especially in hilly areas of the country, are much 

greater. 

· Creating air sports hubs across the country will bring in air sports professionals and tourists from 

across the world. 

Way Ahead 

There is need to leverage the energy of Indian youth below the age of 35 which accounts 

for 70 % of India's population which is larger than the total population of Europe and three times 

that of USA. 

Source: The Hindu 

Practice question: A Sporting Culture at the Grassroots is the need of hour. Discuss in the 

context of National Air Sports Policy 2022. 

GS III Conservation, Environmental Pollution and Degradation, Environmental Impact 

Assessment. 

2. Environmental governance 

The history of environmental governance in post-independent India started 25 years after 

Independence when the then Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi, returned from the United Nations 

(UN) Conference on Human, Environment and Development in Stockholm in 1972. 

Environmental governance 



 

 

· Environmental governance(EG) consist of a system of laws, norms, rules, policies and 

practices that dictate how the board members of a environment related regulatory body 

should manage and oversee the affairs of any environment related regulatory body which is 

responsible for ensuring sustainability (sustainable development) and manage all human 

activities—political, social and economic. 

· Environmental governance includes government, business and civil society, and emphasizes 

whole system management. To capture this diverse range of elements, environmental 

governance often employs alternative systems of governance, for example watershed-based 

management. 

· It views natural resources and the environment as global public goods, belonging to the 

category of goods that are not diminished when they are shared. This means that everyone 

benefits from, for example, a breathable atmosphere, stable climate and stable biodiversity. 

· Public goods are non-rivalrous—a natural resource enjoyed by one person can still be 

enjoyed by others—and non-excludable—it is impossible to prevent someone consuming the 

good (such as breathing).  

· Public goods are recognized as beneficial and therefore have value. The notion of a global 

public good thus emerges, with a slight distinction: it covers necessities that must not be 

destroyed by one person or state. 

· The non-rivalrous character of such goods calls for a management approach that restricts 

public and private actors from damaging them. One approach is to attribute an economic 

value to the resource. Water is an example of this type of good. 

Key principles of environmental governance 

· Embedding the environment in all levels of decision-making and action 

· Conceptualizing cities and communities, economic and political life as a subset of the 

environment 

· Emphasizing the connection of people to the ecosystems in which they live 

· Promoting the transition from open-loop/cradle-to-grave systems (like garbage disposal with 

no recycling) to closed-loop/cradle-to-cradle systems (like permaculture and zero waste 

strategies). 

Main drivers of environmental degradation 



 

 

· Economic growth – The development-centric vision that prevails in most countries and 

international institutions advocates a headlong rush towards more economic growth. 

Environmental economists on the other hand, point to a close correlation between economic 

growth and environmental degradation, arguing for qualitative development as an alternative 

to growth. As a result, the past couple of decades has seen a big shift towards sustainable 

development as an alternative to neo-liberal economics. There are those, particularly within 

the alternative globalization movement, who maintain that it is feasible to change to a 

degrowth phase without losing social efficiency or lowering the quality of life.  

· Consumption – The growth of consumption and the cult of consumption, or consumerist 

ideology, is the major cause of economic growth. Overdevelopment, seen as the only 

alternative to poverty, has become an end in itself. The means for curbing this growth are not 

equal to the task, since the phenomenon is not confined to a growing middle class in 

developing countries, but also concerns the development of irresponsible lifestyles, 

particularly in northern countries, such as the increase in the size and number of homes and 

cars per person. 

· Destruction of biodiversity – The complexity of the planet's ecosystems means that the loss 

of any species has unexpected consequences. The stronger the impact on biodiversity, the 

stronger the likelihood of a chain reaction with unpredictable negative effects. Another 

important factor of environmental degradation that falls under this destruction of 

biodiversity, and must not be ignored is deforestation. Despite all the damage inflicted, a 

number of ecosystems have proved to be resilient. Environmentalists are endorsing a 

precautionary principle whereby all potentially damaging activities would have to be 

analyzed for their environmental impact. 

· Population growth – Forecasts predict 8.9 billion people on the planet in 2050. This is a 

subject which primarily affects developing countries, but also concerns northern countries; 

although their demographic growth is lower, the environmental impact per person is far 

higher in these countries. Demographic growth needs to be countered by developing 

education and family planning programs and generally improving women's status. 

· "Pollution" - Pollution caused by the use of fossil fuels is another driver of environmental 

destruction. The burning of carbon-based fossil fuels such as coal and oil, releases carbon 

dioxide into the atmosphere. One of the major impacts of this is the climate change that is 

currently taking place on the planet, where the earth's temperature is gradually rising. Given 



 

 

that fuels such as coal and oil are the most heavily used fuels, this a great concern to many 

environmentalists. 

· "Agricultural practices" - Destructive agricultural practices such as overuse of fertilizers 

and overgrazing lead to land degradation. The soil gets eroded, and leads to silting in rivers 

and reservoirs. Soil erosion is a continuous cycle and ultimately results in desertification of 

the land. Apart from land degradation, water pollution is also a possibility; chemicals used in 

farming can run-off into rivers and contaminate the water. 

History of Environmental Governance in India 

· Incidentally, the history of environmental governance in post-independent India took a 

humble 25 years after Independence when the then Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi, returned 

from the United Nations (UN) Conference on Human, Environment and Development in 

Stockholm in 1972. Indira Gandhi famously observed, “Environment cannot be developed in 

the condition of poverty, the major cause and effect of global environmental problems. 

Hence the new development paradigm is growth with equity, stability and sustainability.” 

The date on which the conference had opened, June 5 was marked to be celebrated every 

year as World Environment Day. 

· A National Environmental Planning and Co-Ordination Committee was formed by the Prime 

Minister with BP Pal (FRS). In 1972, the Central Pollution Control Board was set up 

followed by the state boards. The department of environment came into existence on 

November 1, 1980, followed by state departments. 

· Indira Gandhi was singularly responsible not only for the tiger conservation programme 

Project Tiger but also, for less high-profile initiatives for the protection of crocodiles, lions, 

hangul, cranes, Bustards, flamingos, deer and other endangered species. 

· She pushed through two laws Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, and Forest Conservation Act, 

1980. The laws for dealing with water and air pollution — The Water (Prevention and 

Control of Pollution) Act, 1974 and Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 — 

were also enacted as the umbrella act of Environment protection (1986). 

· In the aftermath of the Bhopal Gas Tragedy in 1984, environmental activism in India 

increased drastically. This was a landmark event in the environmental history of India. The 

inadequacy of the existing governance structure in preventing the disaster and the inadequacy 

of legal and administrative procedures pertaining to victims stirred people’s awareness of 

environmental negligence. This was one of the major factors contributing to the formation of 



 

 

The Environmental Protection Act of 1986 in tandem with the formation of a central 

authority: the Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF), now the Ministry of 

Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC). 

· This was followed by numerous legislations and acts to further strengthen environmental 

policy and law in India. Along with the previous policies, the MoEF also launched the 

National Environmental Policy (NEP) in 2006. 

Challenges for India 

· India ranked last in the 2022 Global Environment Performance Index (EPI) rankings of the 

Yale University for being unable to improve its air quality, protect its biodiversity, and cut its 

greenhouse gas emissions.  

· India has several rules and guidelines to control air pollution, but they aren’t put to good use. 

Coal-based power plants continue to be the major source of air pollution in the country as 

more than 300 coal thermal power plants still violate emission standards. 

· More than two-thirds of the states/union territories in the country have neither bothered to 

comply with the orders passed by the Supreme Court, nor complied with the directions given 

by the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEF&CC). The judiciary’s 

order failed to even curb illegal rat hole mining and miners in Meghalaya paid the price for 

that. 

Way Ahead 

Unless implementation and enforcement is strengthened, even rules that appear to be 

rigorous are destined to fail and the fundamental human right to a healthy environment will go 

unfulfilled. The world needs to shift its focus from development of policies and institutions to 

implementation and enforcement. 

Source: The Hindu 

Practice question: Management of the environment cannot be done only by rule of law, it has to 

be backed by a civic culture based on harmony between economy and environment. Comment.  
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