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GS II Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues 

arising out of their design and implementation. 

1. Aspirational District Programme 

The Centre is set to launch the Aspirational Blocks Programme (ABP), a new initiative 

on the lines of the Aspirational District Programme, it is learnt. 

Aspirational Districts Programme (ADP) 

 The Aspirational Districts Programme (ADP) is one of the largest experiments on outcomes-

focused governance in the world.  

 Spread across 112 of India’s socio-economically challenged districts, the ADP is Niti 

Aayog’s flagship initiative to improve health, nutrition, education, and economic 

outcomes. 

 The ADP’s theory of change rests on three pillars: Competition, convergence, and 

collaboration.  

 Competition fosters accountability on district governments for final outcomes (instead of 

inputs) using high-quality data.  

 Convergence creatively brings together the horizontal and vertical tiers of the 

government.  

 Collaboration enables impactful partnerships between government, philanthropy and 

civil society.  

 Of the Aspirational Districts, Niti Aayog plays a mentoring role in 27 districts in eight states, 

home to about 60 million people. Twelve central government ministries have similarly 

adopted the remaining districts. 

Objectives 

 It focuses on the strength of each district, identifying low-hanging fruits for immediate 

improvement and measuring progress by ranking districts on a monthly basis. 

 Districts are prodded and encouraged to first catch up with the best district within their state, 

and subsequently aspire to become one of the best in the country, by competing with, and 

learning from others in the spirit of competitive & cooperative federalism. 

 The Government is committed to raising the living standards of its citizens and ensuring 

inclusive growth for all – “Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas aur Sabka Vishwas”. 



 

 

 The ADP is essentially aimed at localizing Sustainable Development Goals, leading to the 

progress of the nation. 

Parameters for Ranking 

 The ranking is based on the incremental progress made across 49 Key Performance 

Indicators (KPIs) under 5 broad socio-economic themes - 

 Health & Nutrition (30%) 

 Education (30%) 

 Agriculture & Water Resources (20%) 

 Financial Inclusion & Skill Development (10%) 

 Infrastructure (10%). 

Significance of the Aspirational Districts Programme 

 It has ensured that States and districts have a greater say in their own development. Local 

challenges differ significantly across the country, therefore, State and Local Governments are 

best-positioned to recognize their development challenges, and design customized policy 

interventions. 

 Instead of making a dedicated financial allocation for the ADP, the programme has focused 

on improving governance, making use of existing resources more smartly and achieving 

better outcomes for the same amount of money. 

 Working collaboratively has enabled innovative service delivery approaches, currently 

limited to one or a few districts in the country, to be replicated in other areas. For instance, 

the smart classroom initiative being implemented in Banka, Bihar, to improve student 

learning outcomes, is being replicated in the aspirational districts across Bihar, Arunachal 

Pradesh, Odisha and Jharkhand. 

 By collaborating with the private sector, philanthropic organizations and technical partners, 

the ADP is changing the deeply entrenched popular perception that development is the 

prerogative of the government alone. These partnerships are helping to infuse the programme 

with new ideas, and acting as force multipliers on outcomes. 

 It has also spurred competition among districts by allowing them to regularly assess their 

position vis-à-vis other aspirational districts as well as the best performing districts in the 

country. 

 



 

 

 High quality administrative data is critical to improve programme implementation and design 

at the local level. The poor quality of administrative data is usually due to capacity issues at 

the ground level as well as incentives to inflate performance.  

 To help improve data quality, we use independent surveys to validate administrative data. 

Building each district’s internal capacity to produce reliable and actionable data, and 

promoting a culture of data use, can be made a priority for the ADP. 

 Most districts channelised their efforts focused on health and nutrition, education, and 

agriculture and water resources. They paid less emphasis on the sectors of Skill Development 

and Financial Inclusion. 

 ADP is affected by the issue pertaining to insufficient budgetary resources. This sustains the 

lack of human resources and dearth of technical capacities at the district and block level. 

Source: The Indian Express 

Practice question: Niti Aayog’s Aspirational Districts Programme is a laboratory for governance 

reform. Explain. 

GS IV Lessons from the Lives and Teachings of Great Leaders. 

2. 'Arise, awake, and stop not till the goal is reached' by Swami 

Vivekananda 

The message and teachings of Swami Vivekananda, who was one of the most well-

known spiritual leaders of India, outlive him. Through his speeches and lectures, Vivekananda 

worked to disseminate his religious ideas. He preached ‘neo-Vedanta’, an interpretation of 

Hinduism through a Western lens, and believed in combining spirituality with material progress. 

Quotes such as “Arise, awake, and stop not till the goal is reached” have become a source of 

inspiration for many. 

Full quote 

 Swami Vivekananda used the quote in numerous speeches within and outside the 

subcontinent. The following is an excerpt from his speech in Kumbakonam, Tamil Nadu: 

 “Without respect of caste or birth, weakness or strength, hear and learn that behind the strong 

and the weak, behind the high and the low, behind everyone, there is that Infinite Soul, 

assuring the infinite possibility and the infinite capacity of all to become great and good. Let 

Challenges



 

 

us proclaim to every soul: — Arise, awake, and stop not till the goal is reached. Arise, 

awake! Awake from this hypnotism of weakness. None is really weak; the soul is infinite, 

omnipotent, and omniscient. Stand up, assert yourself, proclaim the God within you, do not 

deny Him! Too much of inactivity, too much of weakness, too much of hypnotism has been 

and is upon our race.” 

Meaning of the quote 

 The quote reflects the basis of Swami Vivekanada’s philosophy, which says human beings 

have infinite power and strength within themselves.  

 Vivekananda, in his speeches and work, reiterated and exhorted the youth to “take one idea” 

and make that one idea their life.  

 “Think of it, dream of it, live on that idea. Let the brain, muscles, nerves, every part of your 

body, be full of that idea, and just leave every other idea alone. This is the way to success,” 

he proclaimed.  

 Strength and fearlessness were the two keywords he used to urge the youth to imbibe in their 

lives to achieve their true potential. 

The phrase can be expressed through the following markers of his philosophy: 

 Fearlessness: Swami Vivekananda appealed to the youth to follow the religion of 

fearlessness, for that is the only way to achieve any goal. He decried inactivity and 

‘hypnotism’ of weakness, which he believed are the biggest deterrent to achieving anything. 

“Arise, awake ! Awake from this hypnotism of weakness,” he urged. 

 Balance of mind: To remain focused on any goal, Swami Vivekananda claimed that 

patience, perseverance, and purity are required. He categorically articulated that it is the 

calm, forgiving, equable and well-balanced mind that does the greatest amount of work. 

 Swami Vivekananda also stressed the importance of concentration to achieve one’s goals. 

“The world is ready to give up its secrets if we only know how to knock, how to give it the 

necessary blow and that can be done through concentration of the powers of the mind. The 

strength and the force of the blow come through concentration,” he said. The more focused a 

human mind is, the more power is brought to bear on one point; that is the secret to achieving 

what one has set out for. 



 

 

 Divinity: To highlight the importance of work, he even said that through work even God can 

be attained. He called on the youth to wake up from their slumber and be awake to the 

divinity within themselves, which can lead to their success in every sphere of their lives. 

 He said that when the sleeping soul is roused to self-conscious activity, power, glory as well 

as goodness and purity will naturally follow. “So work, says the Vedanta, putting God in 

everything, and knowing Him to be in everything. Work incessantly, holding life as 

something deified, as God Himself. Thus knowing, we must work—this is the only way, 

there is no other.” 

Other prominent quotes by Swami Vivekananda 

 “Freedom can never be reached by the weak. Throw away all weakness. Tell your body that 

it is strong, tell your mind that it is strong, and have unbounded faith and hope in yourself.” 

 “I stand for truth. Truth will never ally itself with falsehood. Even if all the world should be 

against me, Truth must prevail in the end.” 

 “Ours not to reason why, ours but to do and die. Be of good cheer and believe that we are 

selected by the Lord to do great things, and we will do them.” 

Source: The Indian Express 

Practice question: What does the following quotation mean to you in the present context? ‘Arise, 

awake, and stop not till the goal is reached’ by Swami Vivekananda  
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