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GS II Government Policies and Interventions for Development in various sectors and Issues 

arising out of their Design and Implementation. 

1. Aspirational District Programme 

Context: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said aspirational districts should be ‘inspirational 

districts’ of India, and the Aspirational District Programme (ADP) should be extended to block 

and city levels 

Aspirational District Programme 

· Launched in January 2018, the ‘Transformation of Aspirational Districts’ initiative aims to 

remove this heterogeneity through a mass movement to quickly and effectively transform 

these districts. 

· The broad contours of the programme are Convergence (of Central & State Schemes), 

Collaboration (of Central, State level ‘Prabhari’ Officers & Distr ict Collectors), and 

Competition among districts driven by a spirit of mass Movement.  

· With States as the main drivers, this program will focus on the strength of each district, 

identify low-hanging fruits for immediate improvement, measure progress, and rank districts. 

Focus area of programme 

· The Government is committed to raising the living standards of its citizens and ensuring 

inclusive growth for all – "Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas". To enable optimum utilization of their 

potential, this program focuses closely on improving people’s ability to participate fully in 

the vibrant economy.  

· Health & Nutrition, Education, Agriculture & Water Resources, Financial Inclusion & Skill 

Development, and Basic Infrastructure are this programme’s core areas of focus. After 

several rounds of consultations with various stakeholders, 49 key performance indicators 

have been chosen to measure progress of the districts.  

· Districts are aspiring to first catch-up with the best district within their State, and 

subsequently aspire to become one of the best in the country, by competing with, and 

learning from others in the spirit of competitive & cooperative federalism. 

NITI Aayog and the Aspirational districts programme 



· Anchored in NITI Aayog, the Aspirational Districts Programme intends to turn development 

into a mass movement, facilitated by Governments at different levels: Centre, State and 

District.  

· NITI Aayog has held consultations with stakeholders and finalised 49 Key Performance 

Indicators (KPIs) across six themes: 

· Health and Nutrition 

· Education 

· Agriculture and Water Resources 

· Financial Inclusion and Skill Development; and 

· Basic Infrastructure. 

Impact of Aspirational District programme  

Disparities across sectors are high 

· ADP covers five sectors: Health and Nutrition, Education, Agriculture and Water Resources, 

Financial Inclusion and Skill Development, and Basic Infrastructure. 

· Health and Education are the sectors in which the districts are closest to achieving their 

targets. In health, the maximum distance of districts away from their targets is about 30 

percent. 

· Agriculture and Financial Inclusion are the main areas of concern for most aspirational 

districts as their average scores lie farthest away from the frontier. Most of the districts are 

40-90 percent away from their targets. 

· It has overachieved its target in Health and Nutrition but lags behind its targets by significant 

margins in Agriculture and Water Resources, Skill Development and Financial Inclusion. 

Concrete best practices are emerging from the programme 

· Awareness: several districts have used awareness campaigns to reach out to populations 

which have been detached from the development process. Awareness raising campaigns help 

create a common platform for engagement, thereby helping with the integration of actors and 

beneficiaries.  

· Collaboration: ADP incentivises collaboration between tiers and agencies of government and 

with the private and civil society sectors. By leveraging assets and networks in a collective 



effort, ADP enhances the outreach capacity of the district administration in integrating the 

population. 

· Data-based interventions: the use of data to measure impact, locate nodes for improvement, 

as well as to identify policies and interventions that are driving the most change is critical to 

the success of ADP. 

ADP is generating economic as well as social impact 

· In Health and Nutrition, for example, the economic impact of reducing Severe Acute 

Malnutrition (SAM) among children is felt through the effects on productivity and lifetime 

learning. The overall economic impact for all the states (only looking at Aspirational 

Districts) of reducing SAM is estimated to be a mammoth 1.43 LAKH CR 

Source: The Hindu 

Practice question: Discuss Aspirational district programme and its impacts on district’s progress. 

 

GSIII Disaster and Disaster Management. 

2. Internal Displacement of People 

Context: Nearly five million people in India were internally displaced due to climate change and 

disasters in 2021, the United Nations has said in a report.  

Annual Global Trends Report 

· The annual Global Trends Report by the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR) highlighted that 

globally 100 million people were forced to flee their homes last year due to violence, human 

rights abuses, food insecurity, the climate crisis, war in Ukraine and other emergencies from 

Africa to Afghanistan.  

· The largest displacements in the context of disasters in 2021 occurred in China (6.0 million), 

the Philippines (5.7 million) and India (4.9 million),” it said.  

· The majority of the internally displaced persons returned to their home areas, but 5.9 million 

people worldwide remained displaced, the report said 

In India, there are four broad categories of displacement. 

Political causes, including secessionist movements 



· Since independence, north-east India has witnessed two major armed conflicts – the Naga 

movement primarily led by the National Socialist Council of Nagaland, and the Assam 

movement led by the All Assam Students Union and now largely taken over by the extremist 

United Liberation Front of Assam. The violence and retaliatory responses from the 

government and other forces opposed to the secessionists continue to generate a steady flow 

of displaced people. 

· In Kashmir’s ‘war’ between state forces and militants, the killing of Kashmiri Pandits by 

fundamentalist secessionist groups, the widespread anarchy created by political instability 

and the continuous violation of fundamental human rights by both the state and militant 

groups, have led to large scale displacement, mainly of Kashmiri Pandits (estimated at 

250,000), to Jammu and cities like Delhi. 

Identity-based autonomy movements 

· Identity-based autonomy movements, such as in Bodoland, Punjab, Gorkhaland and Ladakh, 

have also led to violence and displacement. This has happened in Punjab and in the Bodo 

Autonomous Council area of western Assam. 'Cleansing' of non-Bodo communities by the 

Bodos, through plunder, arson, massacre and persecution, has forced a large number of non-

Bodos to flee. 

Localized violence 

· Internal displacement has also arisen from caste disputes (as in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh), 

religious fundamentalism (as in urban riots in Bombay, Coimbatore, Bhagalpur and Aligarh) 

and aggressive denial of residency and employment rights to non-indigenous groups by 

supporters of the ‘son-of-the soil policy’ (as in Meghalaya by the Khasi students and in 

Arunachal Pradesh against the Chakmas). 

Environmental and development-induced displacement 

· In order to achieve rapid economic growth, India has invested in industrial projects, dams, 

roads, mines, power plants and new cities which have been made possible only through 

massive acquisition of land and subsequent displacement of people. According to the figures 

provided by the Indian Social Institute, the 21.3 million development-induced IDPs include 

those displaced by dams (16.4 million), mines (2.55 million), industrial development (1.25 

million) and wild life sanctuaries and national parks (0.6 million) 



Development projects 

· According to the Central Water Commission, over 3,300 dams have been built since 

independence and some 1,000 more are under construction. Another study of 54 large dams 

done by the Indian Institute of Public Administration concluded that the average number of 

people displaced by a large dam is 44,182. 

· Globalization has been another threat to indigenous communities as private conglomerates 

(including foreign multinationals) encroach upon rural lands, hitherto the domain of tribal 

and other indigenous communities, to build the government’s desired industrial 

infrastructure. 

Natural disaster-induced displacement 

· There has been massive and recurrent displacement due to floods, cyclones and landslides. A 

report by the Centre for Science and Environment (1991) states that India is the most flood-

affected country in the world after Bangladesh and that over 30 million people are displaced 

annually. 

Implication of internal displacement: 

· The fact that development projects are usually located in remote villages, hills and forests 

means that those displaced tend to be the indigenous people who have been the traditional 

agents of conservation. Here displacement has meant a loss of livelihood, habitat and assets, 

social disruption and disorder and severance from an eco-system which had sustained them.  

· Most critically, these displacements threaten the poor and the weak with even greater 

impoverishment. It is only those cases of 'involuntary resettlement' which come to the 

attention of social and environmental activists, and are thus highlighted, that lead to some 

measure of state intervention. In most cases total displacement with loss of home and 

livelihood has resulted. 

Measures must be taken to: 

 

· reduce the level of violence against non-combatants, irrespective of the nature of the conflict  

· deal with potential and ongoing ethnic conflicts 

· minimize non-ethnic civil conflicts 



· avoid repressive measures and ensure that measures and international action are preventive 

rather than ameliorative 

· consider development projects in the larger perspective of sustainable development and 

human needs 

· ensure rapid resettlement and rehabilitation of displaced people 

· implement national laws and policies to deal with the multi-dimensional character of IDP 

groups 

Source: The Hindu 

Practice Question: Discuss the causes of internal displacement? Suggest measures to rehabilitate 

the internally displaced people. 
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