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GS II Important International Institutions, agencies and fora - their Structure, Mandate. 

1. Indian interests at the WTO Ministerial Conference 

On June 17, member countries of the World Trade Organization (WTO) wrapped up the 

Ministerial Conference’s twelfth outing (MC12) securing agreements on relaxing patent 

regulations to achieve global vaccine equity; ensuring food security, according subsidies to the 

fisheries sector and continuing moratoriums relevant to e-commerce, among others. Together 

they constitute what WTO’s Director-General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala referred to as the “Geneva 

Package.” India saw some successes at the MC12 with respect to the above mentioned sectors. 

World Trade Organization (WTO) 

· WTO is an international organization dealing with the rules of trade between nations. The 

WTO is the successor to the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), which was 

created in 1947. 

· The Uruguay Round (1986-94) of the GATT led to the WTO's creation. WTO began 

operations on 1st January, 1995. 

· The Agreement Establishing the WTO, commonly known as the “Marrakesh Agreement”, 

was signed in Marrakesh, Morocco in 1994. 

WTO’s Ministerial Conference 



 

 

· The MC is at the very top of WTO’s organisational chart. It meets once every two years and 

can take decisions on all matters under any multilateral trade agreement.  

· Unlike other organisations, such as the International Monetary Fund or World Bank, WTO 

does not delegate power to a board of directors or an organisational chief.  

· All decisions at the WTO are made collectively and through consensus among member 

countries at varied councils and committees. This year’s conference took place in Geneva, 

Switzerland.   

Debates around agriculture at the MC 

· The agreements on the subject are of particular significance to India. Referring to its status as 

a significant contributor to the World Food Programme (WFP), India had earlier stated that it 

had never imposed export restrictions for procurement under the programme.  

· It put forth that a blanket exemption could constrain its work in ensuring food security back 

home. In such a situation, it would have to keep its WFP commitments irrespective of its 

domestic needs.  

· Negotiators agreed that member countries would not impose export prohibitions or 

restrictions on foodstuffs purchased for humanitarian purposes of the WFP. The 

decision would however not prevent member countries from adopting measures for ensuring 

domestic food security.   

· Negotiators could not reach agreements on issues such as permissible public 

stockholding threshold for domestic food security, domestic support to agriculture, 

cotton, and market access.  

· The central premise of the agreements was to ensure availability, accessibility and 

affordability of food to those in need, especially in humanitarian emergencies. It encouraged 

member countries with available surplus to release them on international markets in 

compliance with WTO regulations.  

· Moreover, it instituted a work programme to come up with measures to help LDCs (least-

developed countries) and NFIDCs (Net Food Importing Developing Countries) enhance their 

domestic food security and bolster agricultural production. 

Fisheries related agreements 

· India successfully managed to carve out an agreement on eliminating subsidies to those 

engaged in illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing .  



 

 

· The only exception for continuing subsidies for overfished stock is when they are deemed 

essential to rebuild them to a biologically sustainable level.  

· Overfishing refers to exploiting fishes at a pace faster than they could replenish themselves 

— currently standing at 34% as per the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO).  

· Declining fish stocks threaten to worsen poverty and endanger communities that rely on 

aquatic creatures for their livelihood and food security. 

· Further, the agreements hold that there would be no limitation on subsidies granted or 

maintained by developing or least-developed countries for fishing within their exclusive 

economic zones (EEZ). 

Moratoriums on electronic transmissions 

· Member countries agreed to extend the current moratorium on not imposing customs 

duties on electronic transmission (ET) until MC13 — scheduled to take place in December 

2023.  

· 105 countries which includes the U.S. , the U.K., Australia, China and Japan among others , 

had sought an extension of the moratorium, with India and South Africa being in opposition. 

· Broadly, ETs consist of online deliveries such as music, e-books, films, software and video 

games. They differ from other cross-border e-commerce since they are ordered online but not 

delivered physically.  

· Proponents had put forth that the moratorium would help maintain certainty and 

predictability for businesses and consumers particularly in the context of the pandemic.  

· On the other hand, India and South Africa, citing data from the UN Conference on Trade and 

Development (which calculates the amount of printed matter, music and video downloads, 

software and video games), submitted that extending duty-free market access due to the 

moratorium resulted in a loss of $10 billion per annum globally — 95% of which was borne 

by developing countries.  

· Additionally, they had also sought more clarity on what constitutes electronic transmission. 

· Customs duties have been traditionally used to avert an undesired surge in imports, allowing 

nascent domestic industries to remain competitive. Developing countries would need to 

import sizeable equipment and services for upscaling their digital capabilities.  



 

 

· Customs duties provide the necessary capital infusion for capacity building and in turn, 

attempt to address the digital divide — particularly high in low-income and developing 

countries, further exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic.  

· It is in this context that India and South Africa had sought to preserve policy space for the 

digital advancement of developing countries by letting them generate more revenues from 

customs and thereby facilitate more investment.   

Discussions on patent relaxations 

· Member countries agreed on authorising the use of the subject matter of a patent for 

producing COVID-19 vaccines by a member country, without the consent of the rights 

holder.  

· Further, it asks member countries to waive requirements, including export restrictions, set 

forth by WTO regulations to supply domestic markets and member countries with any 

number of vaccines. The agreement, however, comes too little, too late for economically 

poorer countries. 

· Several LDCs have suffered in their efforts to combat the now nearly three-year-old 

pandemic, owing to factors such as a stressed balance of payments situation, different levels 

of development, financial capabilities and varying degrees of import dependence on those 

products. 

· Within the next six months, members are expected to decide on increasing the scope of the 

agreement to cover the production and supply of COVID-19 diagnostics and therapeutics as 

well. 

Source: The Hindu 

Practice question: What is the WTO’s Geneva package? How did India present and push its 

interests especially with regard to the fisheries and agriculture sectors? 

GS III Major Crops - Cropping Patterns in various parts of the country, - Different Types of 

Irrigation and Irrigation Systems;   

2. Cropping Patterns in India 

Slow progress of monsoon shouldn’t cause alarm. But it’s a reminder of bad cropping 

patterns. 



 

 

Cropping Patterns 

· Cropping pattern refers to the proportion of land under cultivation of different crops at 

different points of time. This indicates the time and arrangement of crops in a particular 

land area. Cropping pattern is, however, a dynamic notion as it changes over space and time. 

· Cropping systems of an area are decided by several soil and climatic parameters which 

determine overall agro-ecological setting for nourishment and appropriateness of a crop or 

set of crops for cultivation.  

· However, at farmers’ level, potential productivity and financial benefits act as guiding 

principles while opting for a particular crop/cropping system. 

· These decisions with respect to choice of crops and cropping systems are further narrowed 

down under influence of several other forces related to infrastructure facilities, socio-

economic factors and technological developments, all operating interactively at micro-level. 

· These factors are: 

ü Infrastructure facilities: 

Irrigation, transport, storage, 

trade and marketing, post-

harvest handling and 

processing etc. 

ü Socio-economic factors: 

Financial resource base, land 

ownership, size and type of 

land holding, household 

needs of food, fodder, fuel, 

fibre and finance, and labour 

availability etc. 

ü Technological factors: Enhanced varieties, cultural requirements, mechanization, plant 

protection, access to information, etc. 

Types of Cropping System in India 

· Mono-Cropping or Monoculture: In this system, only one crop is grown on farm land year 

after year. 



 

 

· Multiple-Cropping: In this system, farmers grow two or more crops on farm land in one 

calendar year with intensive input management practices. It includes inter-cropping, mixed-

cropping and sequence cropping. 

· Inter-cropping: In this system, farmers grow two or more crops simultaneously on the same 

field in one calendar year. 

· The Indian agricultural practices are still lacking by intensive planning because India has 

diversified agro-climatic zone, which is unfortunately not giving sufficient production 

Issues over Cropping Pattern in India 

· India’s a water-stressed country. It supports about 17% of the world’s population with 4% of 

freshwater. About half of India’s gross cropped area is irrigated. However, access to 

irrigation is uneven.  

· Two crops, paddy and sugarcane, receive almost 60% of irrigation water. Add wheat, it 

covers about 80% of the irrigation.  

· Of these crops, a sizeable proportion of output of paddy and sugarcane comes from regions 

that are unsuitable for their cultivation.  

· A study carried out jointly by Nabard and ICRIER on the water productivity mapping of 

major crops concluded that there is a significant misalignment between cropping patterns and 

available water resources. This is intertwined with fiscally unsustainable electricity subsidies. 

· Assured procurement and minimum support prices (MSP) in the rice-wheat cropping pattern 

has resulted in rising share of paddy and wheat in total cropped area in some states, 

especially Punjab and Haryana, while the shares of oilseeds, pulses, maize and bajra have 

declined. 

· The share of paddy has increased from 17.5 per cent in 1980-81 to 40.1 per cent in 2019-20 

while the share of maize has declined from 5.6 per cent to 1.4 per cent, bajra from 1 per cent 

to 0.3 per cent, pulses from 5 per cent to 0.5 per cent, and oilseeds from 3.7 per cent to 0.6 

per cent during the same period. 

What needs to be done? 

· According to a CACP analysis of different states and the crops they can diversify into 

from paddy farming, farmers may benefit by growing  

ü more maize in Andhra Pradesh and Jharkhand;  

ü maize, moong, and sunflower in Bihar;  



 

 

ü bajra in Gujarat;  

ü jowar, bajra, maize, ragi, tur, moong, urad, groundnut, soybean and cotton in 

Maharashtra;  

ü groundnut and cotton in Rajasthan; seasamum in Tamil Nadu;  

ü bajra, maize, tur and groundnut in Uttar Pradesh; and  

ü moong in West Bengal. 

· Farmers growing urad in Chhattisgarh, sesamum in Karnataka, paddy in Maharashtra and 

jowar in Telangana would be better off by diversifying into more agro-climatically suitable 

crops 

· The Indian farmer responds to price incentives like any other economic agent. Therefore, 

individual farmers cannot ignore prevailing price dynamics and act on the basis of long-term 

consequences of the current water usage pattern.  

· It’s government policy that has to enable rational cropping patterns through the price 

mechanism.  

· For example, Haryana has a scheme to provide a grant on a per-acre basis to nudge farmers 

away from the water-intensive paddy. Sensible policies like this need governments to 

constantly adjust incentives to dynamics of relative prices and attendant crop risks. 

Conclusion 

Agriculture, which consumes 78% of our freshwater, can be aligned with rational 

resource use through smart policies tied to prices. 

Source: Times of India 

Practice question: Discuss the issues over Cropping Pattern in India and suggest some suitable 

measures.  
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