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GS II Government Policies and Interventions for Development in various sectors and Issues 

arising out of their Design and Implementation. 

1. Dowry system in India 

Recently, the Allahabad High Court, while allowing two criminal revisions pertaining to 

a dowry case, took cognisance of the misuse of Section 498A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), 

proposed certain safeguards and directed the State authorities of Uttar Pradesh to take the 

necessary steps for their implementation in a given time period. 

Background 

· The dowry system in India refers to the durable goods, cash, and real or movable property 

that the bride's family gives to the groom, his parents and his relatives as a condition of the 

marriage. 

· Dowry is essentially in the nature 

of a payment in cash or some kind 

of gifts given to the groom’s family 

along with the bride and includes 

cash, jewellery, electrical 

appliances, furniture, bedding, 

crockery, utensils, vehicles and 

other household items that help the 

newlyweds set up their home. 

· The dowry system can put great 

financial burden on the bride's 

family. In some cases, the dowry 

system leads to crime against 

women, ranging from emotional 

abuse and injury to even deaths. 

Laws against dowry 

· The Dowry Prohibition (DP) Act 1961: This legislation prohibits the request, payment or 

acceptance of a dowry, “as consideration for the marriage”. Here “dowry” is defined as a gift 

demanded or given as a precondition for a marriage. Gifts given without a precondition are 



 

 

not considered dowry, and are legal.  Asking or giving of dowry can be punished by an 

imprisonment of up to six months, a fine of up to Rs. 15000 or the amount of dowry 

(whichever is higher), or imprisonment up to 5 years. 

· Dowry and Indian Penal Code: Apart from the Dowry Prohibition (DP) Act 1961, the 

menace of dowry has been covered in three sections of Indian Penal Code viz. Section 406 

{recovery of the Streedhan}, Section 304-B {Dowry deaths} and Section 498-A {cruelty on 

the basis of demand of dowry}. 

· International conventions: India is a party to several international human rights instruments 

which provide theoretical remedies to the dowry problems.  

· These international conventions include the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

("UDHR"), International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights ("ICCPR"), the International 

Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights ("ICESCR"), the Convention on the 

Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women ("CEDAW"), and the 

Convention on the Rights of the Child ("CRC"). CEDAW codifies the rights most relevant to 

the discussion of dowry-related violence: the rights of women. 

Criticisms of the Dowry Laws 

· Misuse: There is growing criticism that the dowry laws are often being misused, particularly 

the section 498A of the Indian Penal Code which is observed by many in India as being 

prone to misuse because of mechanical arrests by the police. 

· According to the National Crime Records Bureau statistics, in 2020, nearly 200,000 people 

including 47,951 women, were arrested in regard to dowry offences. However, only 15% of 

the accused were convicted. 

· In many cases of 498a, huge amounts of dowry are claimed without any valid reasoning. A 

rickshaw puller's wife can allege that she gave crores of money as dowry and since it is a 

cognizable case, police are bound to register the case. And in most cases, the capacity of the 

wife or her parents and the source of the funds are never tracked. 

· In 2005, Section 498A IPC was upheld by the Supreme Court of India when it was 

challenged. 

· In 2010, the Supreme Court spoke about the misuse of anti-dowry laws in Preeti Gupta & 

Another v. State of Jharkhand & Another and more detailed investigation was 

recommended. 



 

 

· Following the observations of the Supreme Court Indian parliament set up a committee 

headed by Bhagat Singh Koshyari. 

· In July 2014, in the case of Arnesh Kumar v. State of Bihar & Anr., a two-judge bench of 

the Supreme Court reviewed the enforcement of section 41(1)(A) of CrPC which instructs 

state of following certain procedure before arrest, and went on to observe that the 498A had 

become a powerful weapon in the hands of disgruntled wives where innocent people were 

arrested without any evidence due to non-bailable and cognizable nature of the law. 

· Ineffectiveness: Although Indian laws against dowries have been in effect for decades, they 

have been largely criticised as being ineffective. Despite the Indian government's efforts, the 

practice of dowry deaths and murders continues to take place unchecked in many parts of 

India and this has further added to the concerns of enforcement. 

· There is criticism by women's groups that India's dowry harassment laws are ineffective 

because the statutes are too vague, the police and the courts do not enforce the laws and 

social mores keep women subservient and docile, giving them a subordinate status in the 

society. 

· Further, many women are afraid to implicate their husbands in a dowry crime simply because 

the Indian society is viewed as having conditioned women to anticipate or expect abuse and 

in some sense eventually, endure it. 

· While the laws give great powers, they are not effectively enforced by the police or by 

courts. It can take up to 10 years for a case to go to court and even once in court, husbands 

and in-laws end up getting away with extortion or even murder because the women and their 

families cannot prove 'beyond reasonable doubt' that they are the victims of such crimes, as 

there are rarely any outside witnesses. 

The Supreme Court 2017 Judgements on Dowry Law 

· In the recent Rajesh Sharma and Ors. v State of UP case also, a woman had complained of 

dowry demand by her in-laws subsequent to which she was dropped at her matrimonial home 

when she was pregnant. She had to go through trauma and had a miscarriage followed by her 

in-laws taking away her stridhan. The Court in this case gave further stringent criteria for 

determination of case under Section 498A. 

· It mandates the setting up of a family welfare committee in every district for scrutinizing 

the dowry harassment cases. 



 

· The members of this committee shall be social workers or persons interested in the subject. 

· The members shall be paid an honorarium. 

· The police have to look into the recommendations of these committees before making any 

arrests. 

Way Ahead 

· In order to check false cases of dowry and avoidable incarcerations, two solutions seem 

plausible.  

· First, the police must strictly enforce the Supreme Court’s directions issued in Arnesh Kumar 

vs State of Bihar (2014) and ensure that there is sufficient reason and credible material 

against the accused person to necessitate arrest.  

· The investigating officers must be imparted rigorous training with regard to the principles 

stated by the Court relating to arrest. At the same time, wrong-doers need to be punished 

departmentally. 

· Second, the legislature may deliberate upon and make Section 498A IPC bailable. Similarly, 

though the High Court (using its inherent powers under Section 482 CrPC) can quash a 

criminal proceeding which is not compoundable (after a settlement is reached between the 

opposing parties), the legislature can amend and make the offence under Section 498A IPC 

compoundable so that a compromise could be arrived at with or without the permission of the 

competent court. This will not only save cost to the parties in dispute but also the High 

Court’s valuable time.  

· Similarly, once the Mediation Bill, 2021 is enacted, the institutional mediation mechanism 

may also help in settling the matrimonial dispute through the civil route. 

· Till the time any such amendment is made or law is enacted, the law of the land needs to be 

enforced strictly by both the police and the courts, without any dilution.  

Source: The Hindu 

Practice question: Discuss the consequences of prevalence of dowry system. And ineffectiveness 

of dowry laws to control it and suggest measure to tackle this widespread menace. 

GS III Conservation, Environmental Pollution and Degradation, Environmental Impact 

Assessment. 



 

 

Wetlands assist in stabilisation CO2, CH4, N2O and Green House Gas (GHG) 

concentrations by minimising climate and land-use-mediated GHG releases and by boosting the 

potential to actively collect CO2 from the atmosphere and sequester carbon. 

Wetlands 

· Wetlands are those areas where the soil is covered with water or can be present near the 

ground throughout the year.  

· It supports both terrestrial and aquatic species. They vary widely depending on the climate, 

soil, vegetation, hydrology, chemistry, and human disturbance.  

· These areas can be found from the tundra to the tropics apart from Antarctica. The water 

found in the wetland is of two types. It is either brackish, saltwater, or freshwater. 

 

Wetlands and Ecosystem Services  

· Wetlands are unique, productive ecosystems where terrestrial and aquatic habitats meet. 

Wetlands play a critical role in maintaining many natural cycles and supporting a wide range 

of biodiversity. They purify and replenish our water, and provide the fish and rice that feed 

billions. They serve as a natural sponge against flooding and drought, protect our coastlines 

and help fight climate change.  

 

2. Protecting wetlands 



 

 

· Bursting with biodiversity, wetlands are a vital means of 

storing carbon. Wetlands are also tremendously 

productive ecosystems that provide a myriad of services 

to society worldwide.  

· Wetlands are particularly important providers of all 

water-related ecosystem services. They regulate water 

quantity, groundwater recharge, and can contribute to 

regulating floods and the impacts of storms. Wetlands 

also help in erosion control and sediment transport, 

thereby contributing to land formation and increasing resilience to storms. All these 

ecosystem services improve water security, including security from natural hazards and 

climate change adaptation. The final Rio+20 outcome document, “The Future We Want”, 

inter alia, recognised the role of ecosystems in the supply of water and its quality.  

· Wetlands are productive areas for plant life, animals and wetland agriculture. 

Compared to many other ecosystems, wetlands are one of the most productive habitats in the 

world. With greater species diversity nutrient recycling and niche specialization than most 

other ecosystems.  

· Wetlands are the major habitat for most of the world’s waterbirds and key habitat for 

migratory species. Almost all of the world’s waterbirds use wetlands as feeding and 

breeding grounds. Migratory waterbirds use wetlands throughout their range which can 

sometimes literally be from pole to pole. The feeding, breeding and stop-over areas across 

and between continents that migratory birds depend on requires coordinated wetlands 

conservation efforts among many nations.  

· Wetlands are an important source of food. Well-managed rice paddy systems, for 

example, produce not only rice but also co-benefits from rice-associated biodiversity, such as 

highly nutritious food in the form of fish, molluscs and crustaceans.  

· Wetlands also support the multitude of biota that helps sustain rice productivity through 

supporting nutrient cycling and pest and disease regulation. The entire production of inland 

capture fisheries and most coastal fisheries is derived from wetlands, as is most aquaculture 

production. 

· India has nearly 4.6% of its 
land as wetlands, covering an 
area of 15.26 million hectares. 

· Wetlands declared as Ramsar 
sites are protected under strict 
guidelines of the convention. 

· India has 49 Ramsar Sites 
which are the Wetlands of 
International importance. 



 

 

· Wetlands help fight climate change. Peatlands alone store more than twice as much carbon 

as all the world’s forests. Faced with rising sea levels, coastal wetlands reduce the impact of 

typhoons and tsunamis. They also bind the shoreline and resist erosion. 

· Values of coastal and inland wetlands ecosystem services are typically higher than for 

other ecosystem types. Wetland ecosystems can have some of the highest ecosystem service 

values compared to other ecosystems. This is due to the importance of clean water provision, 

natural hazards mitigation, for example mangrove forests and floodplains, and carbon 

storage, for example in peatlands, mangroves and tidal marshes. A large proportion of the 

values reported for most types of wetlands come from their waterrelated services.  

· Wetlands have high recreational, historical, scientific, and cultural values.  Wetlands 

have played an important part in human development and are of significant religious, 

historical or archeological value to many cultures around the world. They are also often 

inviting places for popular recreational activities including hiking, fishing, bird watching, 

photography and hunting. 

Threats to Wetlands 

· The wetlands change atlas recently published by the Space Application Center indicates 

declining natural coastal wetlands (reducing from 3.69 million hectare to 3.62 million hectare 

in last decade). 

· Wetlands near urban centres are under increasing developmental pressure for residential, 

industrial and commercial facilities. Urban wetlands are essential for preserving public water 

supplies. 

· Areas surrounded by urbanised wetlands are expected to lead to a coastal squeeze in the face 

of sea-level rise ultimately leading to wetland loss. 

· Vast stretches of wetlands have been converted to paddy fields. Construction of a large 

number of reservoirs, canals and dams to provide for irrigation significantly altered the 

hydrology of the associated wetlands. 

· Increased air temperature; shifts in precipitation; increased frequency of storms, droughts, 

and floods; increased atmospheric carbon dioxide concentration; and sea level rise could also 

affect wetlands. 

· Wetlands are also exposed to the risk of maladaptation — the likelihood of adverse impacts 

on these ecosystems in response to adaptation actions in other sectors. For example, the 



 

 

construction of hydraulic structures to increase freshwater storage in upstream stretches, may 

further accentuate the risks of salinisation in downstream coastal wetlands. 

Way Ahead 

Climate change and linked drivers and pressures are highly likely to increase 

vulnerability of wetlands. Avoidance of impacts to wetlands and associated carbon stocks and 

processes are likely to be the most effective management strategy for preventing increases in 

GHG emissions from wetlands. 

Source: Business line 

Practice question: Discuss the importance of wetlands in combating effect of climate change.  
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