
MAINS 22.09.2022



 

 

 

 

 

INDEX 

S.No News Source Relevant Topics in GS Mains 
Syllabus  

 

1 

 

 

Cloudburst in India 

 

 
 

The Hindu 

 
 
GS I Important Geophysical Phenomena such as 
earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone 
etc. 

 

2 

 

 

Doctrine of the ‘basic 

structure’ 

 

 

 
 
 

The Indian 
Express 

 
 

 

GS II Indian Constitution—Historical 
Underpinnings, Evolution, Features, Amendments, 
Significant Provisions and Basic Structure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GS I Important Geophysical Phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, 

cyclone etc. 

1. Cloudburst in India 

Context: Monitoring stations on the ground can hardly capture cloudburst characteristics due to 

their highly localised and short occurrence. 

What is Cloud Burst? 

· Cloudbursts are sudden and extreme rainfall events over a limited area in a short span of 

time. There is no universal definition of a cloudburst. 

· However, the India Meteorological Department (IMD) defines a cloudburst as any event 

where 100 millimetres of rainfall have fallen in a span of an hour over a region that is 20-30 

square kilometres in area.  

Formation of Cloudburst 

· Cloudbursts do happen in plains as 

well, but there is a greater 

probability of them occurring in 

mountainous zones; it has to do 

with the terrain.  

· A cloudburst occurs when 

moisture-carrying air moves up a 

hilly terrain, forming a vertical 

column of clouds known as 

‘cumulonimbus’ clouds.  

· Such clouds usually cause rain, thunder and lightning. This upward motion of the clouds is 

known as an ‘orographic lift’. 

· These unstable clouds cause an intense rainstorm over a small area after becoming heavy 

enough and locked in the ridges and valleys between the hills. 

· The energy necessary for the cloudburst comes from the upward motion of air. Cloudbursts 

mostly occur at elevations between 1,000-2,500 metres above sea level. 



 

 

· The moisture is usually provided by a low pressure system (usually associated with cyclonic 

storms in the ocean) over the Gangetic plains associated with low level winds flowing in 

from the east. 

· Sometimes winds flowing in from the North West also aid the occurrence of cloudbursts. The 

many factors that have to come together to make a cloudburst event happen make them 

highly unlikely. 

· However it is not essential that cloudbursts occur only when a cloud clashes with a solid 

body like a mountain. For instance, cloud burst in the Himalayan region occurred when the 

monsoon winds were rising along the slope of the Himalayas and were sucked further by the 

ascending jet streams resulting in a very heavy downpour that caused devastating floods and 

landslides in June 2013. 

· Cloudbursts can also occur when hot water vapour laden winds mix with the cold winds 

resulting in sudden condensation. 

· Cloudbursts get counted only when they result in large-scale destruction of life and property, 

which happens mainly in mountainous regions. 

Climate Change: A cause of cloud burst 

· The decadal temperature rise in the Himalayan region is higher than the global rate of rising 

temperatures.  

· Several climate change studies over the Himalayas reported a consistent warming in the 

present climate with rate of warming much higher than the global average of 0.4 degree 

Celsius.  

· The Tibetan plateau and Brahmaputra basin showed the largest increase during spring season 

with 0.2 °C/decade during 1971–2005 over northeast India and warming of 1.6°C across the 

north-western Himalayan region during 1901–2002 

· High temperatures result in increased moisture levels.This moisture content then manifests 

itself in the form of either pre-monsoon thunderstorms in the Indo-Gangetic Plains or cloud 

bursts or hailstorms in mountainous regions like Uttarakhand 

Effects of Cloud burst 

· The rainfall itself does not result in the death of people, though sometimes, the raindrops are 

big enough to hurt people in a sustained downpour. 



 

 

· It is the consequences of such heavy rain, especially in the hilly terrain, that causes death and 

destruction. Landslides, flash floods, houses and establishments getting swept away and 

cave-ins lead to the deaths. 

Forecasting Cloudburst 

· They are difficult to forecast but not impossible; the difficulty arises out of the fact that they 

take place over a very small area.  

· Doppler weather radars are ideal for near-real time tracking of potential cloud bursts. 

Especially if they have a network which allows them to track winds and moisture,  

· The plans for installation of radars were set in place after the devastating Kedarnath cloud 

burst in 2013 that killed more than 5,000 people in the region. 

· In January 2021, the IMD and state government installed a doppler weather radar in 

Mukteshwar in Kumaon, which had been in the pipeline for many years. 

· The reason for the installation is to predict cloudbursts and other extreme rainfall events, 

further generating alerts through early warning systems.  

 

The Way Ahead  

Events of extreme precipitation have been on the rise in the last few decades due to 

global warming and it is expected, keeping in mind that trend that cloudburst events might be on 



 

 

the increase as well. Hence combating the climate change in collaborative manner is the need of 

the hour to avoid such disasters 

Source: The Hindu 

Practice question: Discuss the phenomena of cloudburst. Discuss the essential conditions that can 

trigger a cloudburst. What adverse impacts can it have on landforms and manmade structures? 

Explain. 

GS II Indian Constitution—Historical Underpinnings, Evolution, Features, Amendments, 

Significant Provisions and Basic Structure. 

2. Doctrine of the ‘basic structure’ 

Fali S Nariman writes: The basic structure doctrine constitutes a high watermark in the 

assertion of the Supreme Court’s judicial power in the teeth of a determined majoritarian regime. 

'Doctrine of Basic Structure' 

· Article 368 falls under Part XX of the Constitution. It provides for three kinds of 

amendments, i.e., amendment by simple majority; amendment by a special majority; and 

amendment by special majority along with ratification by the States. The Constitution must 

be amended on a regular basis based on the dynamic nature of society. 

· The doctrine of basic structure is nothing but a judicial innovation to ensure that the power of 

amendment is not misused by Parliament. 

· The idea is that the basic features of the Constitution of India should not be altered to an 

extent that the identity of the Constitution is lost in the process. 

· Indian Constitution upholds certain principles which are the governing rules for the 

Parliament, any amendment cannot change these principles and this is what the doctrine of 

basic structure upholds. The doctrine as we have today was not present always but over the 

years it has been propounded and upheld by the judicial officers of this country. 

Evolution of Basic Structure 

· In Sankari Prasad judgement 1951, Judiciary was of the view that the amendment power of 

the parliament is unrestricted because it can amend any part of the constitution, even the 

Article-368 which provides the power to amend to the parliament 



 

 

· In Golak Nath V State of Punjab 1967, the Supreme Court adopted a new vision to see the 

powers of parliament that it cannot amend the Part III of the constitution i.e Fundamental 

rights and thus awarded fundamental rights a “Transcendental Position”. 

· In Keshavanada Bharti V State of Kerala 1973, It gave birth to the landmark judgement 

which pronounced that the parliaments cannot alter or disturb the basic structure of the 

constitution. It was held that, however, the parliament has unfettered power to amend the 

constitution but it cannot disturb or emasculate the basic structure or fundamental features of 

the constitution as it has only the power of amendment and not of re-writing constitution. 

· In Indira Nehru Gandhi v. Raj Narain and Minerva Mills v. Un ion of India, 

Constitution Benches of the Supreme Court used the basic structure doctrine to strike down 

the 39th Amendment and parts of the 42nd Amendment respectively, and paved the way for 

restoration of Indian democracy. 

· The Supreme Court’s position on constitutional amendments laid out in its judgement is that 

Parliament can amend the Constitution but cannot destroy its “basic structure”. 

Essential features of basic structure of Indian Constitution 

· Through a variety of cases over these years, the judiciary has expanded the meaning of what 

is included in the basic structure. 

· In Kesavananda Bharati’s case, the following essentials were accepted as ‘basic structure’:  

· The supremacy of the Constitution, republican and democratic forms of government, the 

secular nature of the Constitution, the division of powers between the legislative, executive, 

and judicial branches, and the federal nature of the Constitution are all part of the basic 

structure, according to Chief Justice Sikri. 

· The directive to create a welfare state found in the Directive Principles of State Policy as well 

as the unity and integrity of the country are two additional basic features that Shelat, J., and 

Grover, J., added to this list. 

· The sovereignty of India, the democratic nature of the polity, the nation’s unity, the core 

elements of the individual freedoms secured to its citizens, and the mandate to create a 

welfare state are among the basic characteristics that Hegde, J., and Mukherjea, J., separately 

and more succinctly listed. 

· According to Jaganmohan Reddy, J., the Preamble of the Constitution and the constitutional 

provisions into which they were translated, such as sovereign democratic republic, 



 

 

parliamentary democracy, and three organs of the state contained aspects of the basic 

features. 

· In Indira Gandhi v. Raj Narain (1975) case, according to Justice K.K. Thomas, the ability 

for judicial review is a crucial component. Justice Y.V. Chandrachud also stated four 

fundamental principles that he believed could not be changed. These include: 

ü The sovereign democratic republic status,  

ü Equality of status and opportunity for all people,  

ü Secularism and freedom of conscience and religion, 

ü The rule of law (It was also held in an implied manner as a feature of the basic structure 

in the Golak Nath case (1967) by Justice Mudholkar.) 

· In Minerva Mills judgement, the judges with the concurring opinion from the majority 

ruled that ‘limiting the amending power’ itself is a basic feature of the Constitution. 

· According to the judgement in the Central Coal Fields case (1980), effective access to justice 

is a fundamental component of the basic structure. 

· In Kihoto Hollohon v. Zachillhu (1992) case, the Court hinted toward democracy along 

with a fair electoral process as being a feature of the basic structure. 

· Further in S. R. Bommai v. Union of India (1994), democracy and federalism, along with 

secularism were recognised as essential features of the basic structure. 

· In M. Nagaraj v. Union of India (2006), the Court acknowledged the doctrine of equality as 

an essential feature of the basic structure. 

Significance 

· It certainly saved Indian democracy from degenerating into authoritarian regime. 

· It strengthens our democracy by delineating a true separation of power where Judiciary is 

independent of other two organs. It has also given immense untold unbridled power to 

Supreme Court and made it the most powerful court in the world 

· It, by restraining the amending powers of legislative organ of State, provides basic Rights to 

Citizens which no organ of State can overrule. 

· Being dynamic in nature, it is more progressive and open to changes in time unlike the rigid 

nature of earlier judgements. 

Conclusion 



 

 

The basic structure doctrine grants the fine balance between flexibility and rigidity that 

should be present in the amending powers of any Constitution. 

Source: The Indian Express 

Practice question: What is the basic structure of Indian Constitution? Discuss its need and 

evolution.  
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