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GS I Important Geophysical Phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, 

cyclone etc., 

1. Why north is rain-starved & Northeast is flooded 

After a season-long heatwave from March to May, the north-northwest and central India 

are undergoing a rainfall deficit, while Northeast India and Bangladesh are hit with devastating 

floods. 

Distribution of Rainfall in India 

· The average rainfall experienced in the Indian subcontinent annually is 125 cm. Because of 

the highly diversified topography of the country, there is a huge variation in the distribution 

of the rainfall that it 

experiences every year.  

· The western coast and North-

Eastern India receive over about 

400 cm of rainfall annually. 

However, it is less than 60 cm 

in western Rajasthan and 

adjoining parts of Gujarat, 

Haryana and Punjab. Rainfall is 

equally low in the interior of the 

Deccan plateau, and east of the 

Sahyadris.  

· A third area of low precipitation 

is around Leh in Jammu and 

Kashmir. The rest of the 

country receives moderate 

rainfall. Snowfall is restricted to 

the Himalayan region. Owing to the nature of monsoons, the annual rainfall is highly variable 

from year to year.  



 

 

· Variability is high in the regions of low rainfall such as parts of Rajasthan, Gujarat and the 

leeward side of the Western Ghats. As such, while areas of high rainfall are liable to be 

affected by floods, areas of low rainfall are drought-prone. 

Changing Rainfall Pattern 

· The north-northwest and central India are undergoing a rainfall deficit, while Northeast India 

and Bangladesh are hit with devastating floods.   

· The winds over the Bay of Bengal have been exceptionally strong for a week. These strong 

winds carry a lot of moisture, 

dumping them as rains over 

Bangladesh and Northeast India. 

· The ongoing La Nina conditions 

in the Pacific, in combination 

with a negative Indian Ocean 

Dipole (IOD) in the Indian 

Ocean, has increased the intensity 

of the floods. This is because this 

condition strengthens the winds 

that blow from the southwest to 

the northeast (Southwesterlies) in 

the Bay of Bengal. 

Factors Causing Rainfall Patterns 

Change 

· Monsoon patterns have seen a climatic shift over South Asia since the 1950s. 

ü The strong monsoon winds in the Bay of Bengal now carry a lot more moisture than ever 

and result in heavy rains. The moisture-holding capacity of the air has increased with 

global warming.  

ü Instead of having moderate rains spread out through the monsoon season, India now has 

long dry periods interspersed with short spells of heavy rains. For example, a month’s 

rain is pouring in a day or two now. 



 

 

· Increased snowfall in the Eurasian region also impacts monsoon rainfall in India as the 

excessive snowfall in Eurasia causes cooling of the atmosphere of the region, which triggers 

events eventually leading to a weak summer monsoon season there. 

· Sea surface temperatures over the subtropical Pacific Ocean, which vary in a cycle and each 

phase of which lasts a decade. The peak comes every 20 years and is known as the Pacific 

Decadal Oscillation (PDO). It is also being influenced by global warming as it decreases 

the difference of temperatures among the layers of the ocean. 

Impact of a 1˚C rise in global temperature in rainfall 

· The total amount of rainfall is expected to increase by 7-10% for every 1˚C rise in 

temperatures. The extreme rainfall events are also projected to increase proportionally over 

South Asia. 

· South Asia is the most vulnerable to climate change due to its proximity to the rapidly 

warming Indian Ocean on its south and the rapidly melting glaciers on its north. 

· The east coast of India and Bangladesh are particularly vulnerable since the sea-level rise in 

the North Bay of Bengal region is faster than in other regions due to a gradually sinking land. 

Also, storm surges are particularly large in the Bay of Bengal as compared to the Arabian 

Sea. 

· The combined effect of sea-level rise and storm surges leads to the saltwater intrusion that 

affects agriculture and cholera epidemics on the east coast of India and Bangladesh. 

Way Ahead 

The changing rainfall pattern, especially during the monsoon season, affects the flow of 

rivers, extent of snow cover and health of mountain springs, which in turn have an impact on 

livelihoods, especially agriculture and fishing, forest flora growth, animal and bird habitat (and 

behaviour) and other ecosystem aspects. Policies should be framed so that they help to redesign 

cities and prepare rural areas for intensifying cyclones, floods and heatwaves. 

Source: Times of India 

Practice question: Discuss the changing rainfall pattern in India due to climate change.  

GS II Parliament and State Legislatures—Structure, Functioning, Conduct of Business, 

Powers & Privileges and Issues Arising out of these. 

2. The anti-defection law 



 

 

The unfolding political crisis in Maharashtra has thrown the spotlight on the anti-

defection law, and the roles of the Deputy Speaker and the Governor. 

Background 

· Defection is defined as a “conscious 

abandonment of allegiance or duty”. After 

the general elections of 1967, a large 

number of defections were witnessed by 

legislators across States and several State 

Governments were brought down from 

power as a result of these defections.  

· Serious concerns regarding the situation 

were raised in the Lok Sabha by the then 

MPs and ultimately a high-level committee 

was set up under the then Home Minister 

Yashwantrao Balwantrao Chavan to 

examine the problem.  

· Not long after, the committee submitted its 

report on the issue through which they not 

only defined what defection is but also 

provided exceptions for cases where the 

defection was genuine. After two 

unsuccessful attempts to bring in a law to 

deal with the problem, the Tenth Schedule 

finally came into being through the 

Constitution (52nd Amendment) Act in 1985. 

The anti-defection law 

· The anti-defection law provides for the disqualification of MLAs who, after being elected on 

the ticket of a political party, “voluntarily give up their party membership”.  

· The Supreme Court has interpreted the term broadly and ruled an MLA’s conduct can 

indicate whether they have left their party.  



 

 

· The law is also applicable to independent MLAs. They are prohibited from joining a political 

party, and in case they do so, they can also lose 

their membership in the legislature. 

· But the anti-defection law does not apply if the 

number of MLAs who leave a political party 

constitute two-thirds of the party’s strength in 

the legislature. These MLAs can merge with 

another party or become a separate group in the 

legislature. 

· For example, last year in Meghalaya, 12 of 17 

Congress MLAs joined the All India Trinamool 

Congress. In 2019, all six MLAs of the 

Bahujan Samaj Party in Rajasthan joined the 

Congress. The same year, four out of six Telgu 

Desam Rajya Sabha MPs joined the BJP. 

Changes over the time 

· In 1992, the validity and the constitutionality of the Tenth Schedule was challenged before 

the Supreme Court in the landmark case of Kihoto Hollohan v. Zachillhu and others.  

· The judiciary was compelled to intervene to decide the extent of the powers of a Speaker and 

acts of a legislator outside the House that could attract disqualification proceedings.  

· At the time, the Supreme Court upheld the power of the Speaker to decide upon 

disqualification proceedings but also laid down that a decision taken by the Speaker would be 

subject to judicial review. 

· In 2003, the Constitution (91st Amendment) Act was introduced in the Parliament as a 

result of which the provisions regarding protection granted to legislators in cases of a split in 

the party under the Tenth Schedule were deleted.  

· A committee headed by Pranab Mukherjee, who later went on to become the President of 

India, observed that the lure for office of profit plays a big role in encouraging defection and 

political horse-trading. The new law also stated that anyone disqualified under the Tenth 

Schedule would also be automatically disqualified from a ministerial post, whether at the 

Centre or State level. 

· Article 102 of the Constitution of 
India lays down the grounds under 
which a legislator may be disqualified 
from being a member of the house. 
The first part of Article 102 elaborates 
several instances when such a 
disqualification may be done if the 
person holds any undeclared office-
for-profit under the Government, if he 

is declared to be of unsound mind by a 
competent court, if he is an 
undischarged insolvent etc. 

· The second part of Article 102 gives 
authority to the Tenth Schedule of the 
Constitution to disqualify any member. 
It is this Tenth Schedule that is 
popularly known as the anti-defection 
law. 



 

 

· Although the amendment was brought with the intention of strengthening the anti-defection 

law, there were still some deep-rooted prevalent problems with it. 

· The law does not define a time period within which disqualification proceedings against a 

legislator ought to be decided.  

· With the role of the Speaker of the House getting more and more political by virtue of 

this law, disqualifications were either decided immediately or kept pending indefinitely 

depending on which of the two suited the political party that the Speaker was earlier 

affiliated with.  

· Additionally, with the Courts having no jurisdiction over disqualification proceedings, 

judicial remedy could be sought only against the decision of the Speaker or on his inaction in 

deciding the disqualification proceedings.  

· This made the proceedings under the Tenth Schedule useless to a large extent and did not 

discourage legislators from jumping ship.  

· After enactment of the Anti-defection law, the MP or MLA has to follow the party’s 

direction blindly and has no freedom to vote in their judgment. Due to Anti-Defection 

law, the chain of accountability has been broken by making legislators accountable primarily 

to the political party. 

Views of some Committees on Anti-Defection Law 

· Dinesh Goswami Committee on Electoral Reforms (1990) 

ü Disqualification should be limited to cases where a member voluntarily gives up the 

membership of his political party, a member abstains from voting, or votes contrary to the 

party whip in a motion of vote of confidence or motion of no-confidence. 

ü The issue of disqualification should be decided by the President/ Governor on the advice 

of the Election Commission. 

· Election Commission 

ü Decisions under the Tenth Schedule should be made by the President/ Governor on the 

binding advice of the Election Commission. 

· Keisham Meghachandra Singh v. the Hon’ble Speaker Manipur case 

ü The judgment of Justice Rohinton Nariman in the 2020 case of Keisham Meghachandra 

Singh v. the Hon’ble Speaker Manipur has been crucial to the anti-defection law. Justice 

Issues with Anti Defection Law 



 

 

Nariman in his judgment spoke of setting up an external mechanism to deal with cases of 

defection. 

ü The Supreme Court has suggested that Parliament should set up an independent tribunal 

headed by a retired judge of the higher judiciary to decide defection cases swiftly and 

impartially. 

ü It also stated that Speakers ought to decide on the disqualification proceedings pending 

before them within a “reasonable time”. 

Way Ahead 

The introduction of the Tenth Schedule in the Indian Constitution was aimed at curbing 

political defections. Though the law has succeeded in a reasonable way but due to some of its 

loopholes, it has not been able to achieve the best it can. 

Source: The Indian Express 

Practice question: Examine the provisions of the anti-defection law, and how it has often failed 

to discourage defection. 
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