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GS II Structure, Organization and Functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary—

Ministries and Departments of the Government; 

1. India’s sedition law 

Sedition is once again the subject of debate as the Supreme Court Court is hearing pleas 

challenging it. The pleas filed by the Editors Guild of India and Major General (Retired) S.G. 

Vombatkere state that the law causes a ‘chilling effect’ on free speech and is an unreasonable 

restriction on free expression, a fundamental right. 

Sedition law 

· Drafted by British historian-politician Thomas Babington Macaulay in 1837, sedition 

was defined as an act by ‘whoever, by words, either spoken or written, or by signs, or by 

visible representation, or otherwise, brings or attempts to bring into hatred or contempt, or 

excites or attempts to excite disaffection towards the Government established by law in 

India’. 

· The Sedition charge, which was included in Section 124 A of the Indian penal code in 

1870, was imposed by the British Colonial government to primarily suppress the writings and 

speeches of prominent Indian freedom fighters.  

· Writings of leaders like 

Mahatma Gandhi, Lokmanya 

Tilak, and Jogendra Chandra 

Bose were suppressed and they 

were tried under sedition law 

for their comments on the 

British rule. 

· As per section 124A, sedition is 

a non-bailable offence, 

punishable with imprisonment 

from three years up to life, 

along with a fine. The person 

charged under this law is also 

barred from a government job and their passport is seized by the government.  



 

 

· Incidentally, the sedition charge was abolished by the United Kingdom in 2010. 

Relevance of Sedition Law 

· The constitution of India prescribes reasonable restrictions (under Article 19(2)) that can 

always be imposed on this right in order to ensure its responsible exercise and to ensure that 

it is equally available to all citizens.  

· Sedition law helps the government in combating anti-national, secessionist and terrorist 

elements.  

· It helps in maintaining Stability of State by protecting the elected government from attempts 

to overthrow the government with violence and illegal means. The continued existence of the 

government established by law is an essential condition of the stability of the State. 

Sedition cases in the country 

· As per the 2020 National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) report, in 2018, 70 sedition cases 

were filed; however, not a single person was convicted. Similarly, in 2019, 93 cases were 

filed, while only two were convicted. Similarly, in 2020, 73 cases were filed and no one 

was convicted of sedition. 

· Manipur filed the highest number of sedition cases (15) in 2020, followed by Assam (12), 

Karnataka (9), Uttar Pradesh (7), Haryana (6) and Delhi (5). 

· Here are some recent notable cases of the sedition charge being invoked: 

ü Against environmental activist Disha Ravi, for sharing a ‘toolkit’ for a global online 

campaign supporting the farmers’ protest 

ü Against activists Umar Khalid, Sharjeel Imam, Devangana Kalita, Natasha Narwal, Asif 

Iqbal Tanha, Gulfisha Khatoon, Ishrat Jahan, Safoora Zargar and Meeran Haider, for 

alleged inflammatory remarks at anti-CAA meetings and ‘premeditated conspiracy’ to 

create riots in Delhi in February 2020. 

ü Against journalist Siddique Kapan, for proceeding towards Hathras, where a 19-year-old 

Dalit woman was gangraped and alleged links with Popular Front of India (PFI). 

Implications of Misuse of the law 

· Section 124 A has been used as a muzzling mechanism and as a weapon against a multitude 

of Indian citizens for activities—ranging from cheering for the opposition team in a cricket 

match; liking a Facebook post; and, to acts of criticizing the government in any way. 



 

 

· Though latest data from the National Crimes Record Bureau shows that conviction rates for 

sedition are low, the negative impact of simply charging an individual are enormous.   

· Once a case of sedition is filed, the individual is forced to give up his/her passport; becomes 

ineligible to apply for government jobs; and, would have to make multiple visits to the courts 

and bear the legal costs of proving his/her innocence, in addition to the damage done to the 

individual’s reputation in society.  

· Section 124 A has become a tool of harassment by ruling governments, rather than being a 

safeguard against truly disloyal and dangerous citizens. Members of Parliament have 

introduced multiple private bills advocating either for an amendment (to include the aspect of 

inciting violence) or repealing the law itself. 

Judicial interventions 

· The right to express dissent also finds mention in the Supreme Court’s seminal 1962 

judgment in the case of KedarNath Singh v State of Bihar. In this case, the apex court 

clearly limited the scope of Section 124 A to only those that incite violence or public 

disorder.  

· The court categorically held that comments—no matter how strongly worded—which 

express criticism or disapproval of the government, without creating an inclination to cause 

public disorder or acts of violence, would not amount to sedition.  

· The court drew a clear line between expressing dissatisfaction about measures and acts of the 

government and engendering disloyalty to the country.  

· The relevance and immutable nature of this judgment was reiterated by the Supreme Court in 

2016 in the case of Common Cause v Union of India, where the court ordered the police to 

abide by the principles laid down in the KedarNath Singh case.  

· The right to freedom of speech which includes the right to dissent has been enshrined as a 

fundamental right under Article 19 (1)(a) in the Constitution of India.  

· In ShreyaSinghal v Union of India, the Supreme Court recognised that the right to freedom of 

speech and expression is “a cardinal value and of paramount importance” to safeguard 

India’s democracy. 

Law Commission of India’s 2018 report 



 

 

· According to Law Commission of India’s 2018 report, while framing the Constitution, the 

Constituent Assembly had opposed inclusion of sedition as a restriction on freedom of 

speech and expression under the then-Article 13.  

· It saw the provision as a shadow of colonial times that should not see light of the day in free 

India. However, the offence remained under section 124A of the IPC. 

· The report concludes, “In a democracy, singing from the same songbook is not a benchmark 

of patriotism. People should be at liberty to show their affection towards their country in their 

own way. For doing the same, one might indulge in constructive criticism or debates, 

pointing out the loopholes in the policy of the Government. Expressions used in such 

thoughts might be harsh and unpleasant to some, but that does not render the actions to be 

branded seditious”.  

· It opined that section 124A should be invoked only in cases where the intention behind any 

act is to disrupt public order or to overthrow the government with violence and illegal 

means. 

Way Ahead 

The Law Commission suggests that section 124A of IPC (sedition) must remain; 

however, it should be scrutinised whether the word ‘sedition’ could be substituted suitably with 

another. Moreover, whether ‘right to offend‘ qualified as hate speech must also be scrutinised, 

says the report. It also urges striking a balance between sedition and the right to freedom of 

speech, and installing safeguards against misuse of the sedition charge. 

Source: The Hindu 

Practice question: There are enough laws in our country to deal with external and internal threats 

to India and there is no need to continue with the sedition law. How far do you agree with this 

view? 

GS II India and its Neighbourhood- Relations. 

2. India – Maldives Relations 

The Maldives government’s decision to ban the ‘India Out’ protests shows how the 

campaign, which started as an online protest by critics of the Ibrahim Solih administration, has 

grown into a polarising political issue in the Indian Ocean island nation with which India has 

deep ties. 



 

 

Background 

· India and Maldives share 

ethnic, linguistic, cultural, 

religious and commercial 

links steeped in antiquity and 

enjoy close, cordial and multi-

dimensional relations.  

· India was among the first to 

recognise Maldives after its 

independence in 1965 and to 

establish diplomatic relations 

with the country.  

· India established its mission at 

the level of CDA in 1972 and 

resident High Commissioner 

in 1980. Maldives opened a 

full-fledged High Commission 

in New Delhi in November 2004, at that time one of its only four diplomatic missions 

worldwide. 

Political relations  

· Bilateral relations have been nurtured and strengthened by regular contacts at the highest 

levels. Since establishment of diplomatic relations, almost all the Prime Ministers of India 

visited the Maldives 

· On international issues Maldives had consistently supported India in multilateral fora, such 

as the UN, the Commonwealth, the NAM and the SAARC.  

· Maldives also co-sponsored the G-4 draft resolutions on UN reforms. India has extended 

support to Maldives candidature for a non-permanent seat in the UN Security Council for the 

term 2019-20. 

Indian Community  

· Indians are the second largest expatriate community in the Maldives with a total strength of 

around 28000.  



 

 

· The Indian expatriate community consists of doctors, nurses and technicians, teachers, 

construction workers, tailors, etc. spread all over the country.  

· Of the country’s approximately 400 doctors, over 125 are Indians. Similarly, around 25% of 

teachers in Maldives are Indians, mostly at middle and senior levels. 

Economic relations 

· Maldives plays an integral role in realising the potential of Indian Ocean blue economy as a 

contributor to the security and sustainable development of sea resources. 

· India and Maldives see regular tourist visits between the two and Indian tourists also account 

for close to 6% of tourists Maldives receives each year. 

· India is a preferred destination for Maldives citizens seeking health services, which boosts 

Indian healthcare sector. 

Security relations 

· Through the decades, India has rushed emergency assistance to the Maldives, whenever 

sought. 

· In 1988, when armed mercenaries attempted a coup against President Maumoon Abdul 

Gayoom, India sent paratroopers and Navy vessels and restored the legitimate leadership 

under Operation Cactus. 

· India and Maldive conduct the joint military exercise ‘Ekuverin’. 

Disaster Management 

· The 2004 tsunami and the drinking water crisis in Male a decade later were other occasions 

when India rushed assistance. 

· The Maldives has been one of the biggest beneficiaries of the Covid-19 assistance and 

vaccines delivered by India among India’s all of neighbouring countries. 

· When the world supply chains were blocked because of the pandemic, India continued to 

provide crucial commodities to the Maldives under Mission SAGAR. 

Greater Male Connectivity Project 

· India has recently announced the signing of a $500-million infrastructure project for the 

construction of the Greater Malé Connectivity Project (GMCP). 



 

 

· This infrastructure project, the largest-ever by India in the Maldives, involves the 

construction of a 6.74-km-long bridge and causeway link. 

Challenges in India- Maldives relations 

Chinese influence 

· Former President Abdullah Yameen is perceived as a friend of China. During Yameen’s term 

as President from 2013 to 2018, New Delhi-Male relations deteriorated drastically. 

· There have been growing concerns regarding China’s role in the Maldivian economy through 

so-called “debt-trap diplomacy.” 

· Maldives incurred a debt of about $1.4 billion owing to loans from China to finance several 

of its infrastructure projects. 

· Maldives and China had also entered into a free trade agreement. 

Maldives’ ‘India Out’ Campaign 

· President Solih adopted an ‘India first’ foreign policy. In the past four years, India has 

emerged as the Maldives’s main security and economic partner, committing $1.4 billion 

towards its ‘socio-economic development needs’.  



 

 

· In February 2021, it signed the Uthuru Thila Falhu (UTH) harbour development deal with 

Male to develop the National Defence Force Coast Guard Harbour. 

·  Reports are being published in Maldives media alleging that the present incumbent 

government is allowing India to establish a military base in the island by signing secret 

agreements, in exchange for financial assistance or other material benefits.  

· This allegation is made against the government because the leader of the current ruling party 

Mohamed Nasheed urged India to intervene militarily to restore peace and democracy in 

2018. 

· Progressive Party of Maldives (PPM) of former President Abdulla Yameen and its coalition 

partner People’s National Congress (PNC) are trying to mobilise people against the current 

government by spreading misleading propaganda against India. 

· India out campaign was launched by the opposition coalition PPM and PNC both on the 

street as well as on social media demanding the expulsion of Indian military personnel 

present in the country. 

· Maldivian President Ibrahim Mohamed Solih issued a decree banning the ‘India Out’ 

campaign. 

Way Ahead 

There is a significant Indian diaspora in the Maldives. Innumerable Indians work across 

the hospitality, education, and health-care sectors of the Maldives economy. India must use its 

Diaspora more extensively for strengthening its relations. 

Source: The Hindu 

Practice question: The challenge before India is to build closer ties with all political factions of 

the Maldives while helping the country meet its economic and security requirements. Discuss in 

the context of Maldives’ ‘India Out’ Campaign. 
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