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GS II Indian Constitution- historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, 

significant provisions and basic structure. 

1.  Delimitation Commission 

The Election Commission of India said it has begun the process of delimitation of 

Assembly and Parliamentary constituencies in Assam. The process will be based on Census data 

from 2001. 

Delimitation Commission 

· Delimitation is the act of redrawing boundaries of Lok Sabha and state Assembly  seats to 

represent changes in population. The main objective of delimitation is to provide equal 

representation to equal segments of a population.  

· For instance, in 1971, Assam’s population was 1.46 crore. In 2001, it increased to 2.66 

crores. Further, the population does not grow uniformly across all areas of a state.  

· Hence, delimitation of constituencies is periodically carried out to reflect not only an increase 

in population but changes in its distribution. 

· Under Article 82, Parliament is to enact a Delimitation Act after every Census. Once the Act 

is in force, the Union government sets up the Delimitation Commission. 

· Under Article 170, States also get divided into territorial constituencies as per Delimitation 

Act after every Census. 

· Delimitation is carried out by an independent Delimitation Commission, appointed by the 

Government of India under provisions of the Delimitation Commission Act.  

· The Delimitation Commission is appointed by the President of India and works in 

collaboration with the Election Commission of India.  

· It is composed of the following:  

ü a retired Supreme Court judge,  

ü the Chief Election Commissioner of India and  

ü respective State Election Commissioners. 

· The Delimitation Commission is to work without any executive influence. The Constitution 

mandates that the Commission’s orders are final and cannot be questioned before any court 

as it would hold up an election indefinitely. 

Functions of Delimitation Commission 



 

 

 

· The Delimitation Commission has to determine the number and boundaries of constituencies 

in such a manner that the population of all seats is the same, as far as practically possible. 

· The Commission also identifies the seats to be reserved for the scheduled castes and 

scheduled tribes communities, in areas where their population is significant. 

· The Commission releases draft proposals to the public through the Gazette of India and the 

official gazettes of states, and also in regional language newspapers. 

· It also conducts public sittings wherein the public’s opinion is heard through written or oral 

representations. 

· If found appropriate, changes are made to the draft proposal. 

· The final order is published in the Gazettes and comes into effect by a date specified by the 

President. 

Previous delimitation exercises in India 

· In the history of the Indian republic, Delimitation Commissions have been set up four times 

— 1952, 1963, 1973 and 2002 under the Acts of 1952, 1962, 1972 and 2002. There was no 

delimitation after the 1981, 1991 and 2001 Censuses. 

· However, the 2002 Act did not make any changes in total Lok Sabha seats or their 

apportionment between various states.  

· It also left out a few states including Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland and Manipur from 

the exercise due to “security risks.”  

· The central government reconstituted the Delimitation Commission for these four states as 

well as the union territory of Jammu and Kashmir on 6 March 2020. 

Challenges over delimitation 

· The last delimitation exercise that changed the state-wise composition of the Lok Sabha was 

completed in 1976 and done on the basis of the 1971 census (more than half a century ago at 

this point).  

· The reason for not having more frequent delimitation processes is an unintended 

consequence of how the Constitution envisioned constituencies to be delimited. 

· The Constitution mandates that the number of Lok Sabha seats allotted to a state would be 

such that the ratio between that number and the population of the state is, as far as 

practicable, the same for all states.  



 

 

· However, this provision meant that states that took little interest in population control could 

end up with a greater number of seats in the Parliament. 

· The fear of losing meaningful political representation was especially great in the southern 

states which not only had had greater success in controlling populations but also 

economically developed such that they generated a lot more per capita revenue than the 

northern states.  

· Delimitation on the basis of population would disenfranchise them politically while the 

central government would continue to benefit from these states’ economic contributions to 

the country. 

· To allay these fears, the Constitution was amended during Indira Gandhi’s Emergency rule in 

1976 to suspend delimitation until 2001.  

· Another amendment postponed this until 2026. It was hoped that the country would achieve a 

uniform population growth rate by this time. 

Source: The Indian Express 

Practice question: what is delimitation, how it is carried out and why we have not seen it more 

frequently? 

GS II India and its Neighborhood- Relations. 

2.  India –  Maldives Relations 

The conviction of former Maldivian President Abdulla Yameen by  a criminal court in the 

Maldives just a year ahead of general elections could affect his plans to lead the PPM-PNC 

opposition alliance. 

Background 

· India and Maldives share ethnic, linguistic, cultural, religious and commercial links steeped 

in antiquity and enjoy close, cordial and multi-dimensional relations.  

· India was among the first to recognise Maldives after its independence in 1965 and to 

establish diplomatic relations with the country.  

· India established its mission at the level of CDA in 1972 and resident High Commissioner in 

1980. Maldives opened a full-fledged High Commission in New Delhi in November 2004, at 

that time one of its only four diplomatic missions worldwide. 



 

 

Political relations  

· Bilateral relations have been nurtured and strengthened by regular contacts at the highest 

levels. Since establishment of 

diplomatic relations, almost all 

the Prime Ministers of India 

visited the Maldives 

· On international issues 

Maldives had consistently 

supported India in multilateral 

fora, such as the UN, the 

Commonwealth, the NAM and 

the SAARC.  

· Maldives also co-sponsored 

the G-4 draft resolutions on 

UN reforms. India has 

extended support to Maldives 

candidature for a non-

permanent seat in the UN 

Security Council for the term 2019-20. 

Indian Community  

· Indians are the second largest expatriate community in the Maldives with a total strength of 

around 28000.  

· The Indian expatriate community consists of doctors, nurses and technicians, teachers, 

construction workers, tailors, etc. spread all over the country.  

· Of the country’s approximately 400 doctors, over 125 are Indians. Similarly, around 25% of 

teachers in Maldives are Indians, mostly at middle and senior levels. 

Economic relations  

· Maldives plays an integral role in realising the potential of Indian Ocean blue economy as a 

contributor to the security and sustainable development of sea resources. 

· India and Maldives see regular tourist visits between the two and Indian tourists also account 

for close to 6% of tourists Maldives receives each year. 



 

 

· India is a preferred destination for Maldives citizens seeking health services, which boosts 

Indian healthcare sector. 

Security relations 

· Through the decades, India has rushed emergency assistance to the Maldives, whenever 

sought. 

· In 1988, when armed mercenaries attempted a coup against President Maumoon Abdul 

Gayoom, India sent paratroopers and Navy vessels and restored the legitimate leadership 

under Operation Cactus. 

· India and Maldives conduct the joint military exercise ‘Ekuverin’. 

Disaster Management 

· The 2004 tsunami and the drinking water crisis in Male a decade later were other occasions 

when India rushed assistance. 

· The Maldives has been one of the biggest beneficiaries of the Covid-19 assistance and 

vaccines delivered by India among India’s all of neighbouring countries. 

· When the world supply chains were blocked because of the pandemic, India continued to 

provide crucial commodities to the Maldives under Mission SAGAR. 



 

 

Greater Male Connectivity Project 

· India has recently announced the signing of a $500-million infrastructure project for the 

construction of the Greater Malé Connectivity Project (GMCP). 

· This infrastructure project, the largest-ever by India in the Maldives, involves the 

construction of a 6.74-km-long bridge and causeway link. 

Challenges in India- Maldives relations 

Chinese influence 

· Former President Abdullah Yameen is perceived as a friend of China . During Yameen’s term 

as President from 2013 to 2018, New Delhi-Male relations deteriorated drastically. 

· There have been growing concerns regarding China’s role in the Maldivian economy through 

so-called “debt-trap diplomacy.” 

· Maldives incurred a debt of about $1.4 billion owing to loans from China to finance several 

of its infrastructure projects. 

· Maldives and China had also entered into a free trade agreement. 

Way Ahead 

There is a significant Indian diaspora in the Maldives. Innumerable Indians work across 

the hospitality, education, and health-care sectors of the Maldives economy. India must use its 

Diaspora more extensively for strengthening its relations. 

Source: The Hindu 

Practice question: The change in government in Maldives has led to a thaw in the cold relations 

between the state and the India. In this context, discuss the India- Maldives relationship. 
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