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THE CERVAVAC 

S. No News 



1. THE CERVAVAC 

CONTEXT:       

Union Minister of Science and Technology announced the scientific completion of Cervavac, 

India’s first indigenously developed quadrivalent human papillomavirus (qHPV) vaccine for 

the prevention of cervical cancer. 

ABOUT CERVAVAC:            

 Cervavac is the first quadrivalent human papillomavirus vaccine made in India, 

protecting against HPV types 6, 11, 16, and 

18. 

 It was developed by the Pune-based Serum 

Institute of India in coordination with the 

Government of India’s Department of 

Biotechnology (DBT).  

 The project to develop the vaccine was 

implemented by the DBT in 2011.  

 Cervavac received market authorisation 

approval from the Drug Controller General of 

India this year. 

PREVALENCE OF CERVICAL CANCER: 

 Cervical cancer is the fourth most common 

cancer among women globally, according to 

the WHO.  

 India accounts for about a fifth of the global burden of cervical cancer, with 1.23 lakh 

cases and around 67,000 deaths per year.  

 Almost all cervical cancer cases are linked to certain strains of human papillomavirus 

(HPV), a common virus that is transmitted through sexual contact.  

 While the body’s immune system usually gets rid of the HPV infection naturally 

within two years, in a small percentage of people the virus can linger over time and 

turn some normal cells into abnormal cells and then cancer.  

 

THE HPV 

 'Human Papilloma Virus 

(HPV)' causes penile 

cancer in men and 

cervical, vaginal, anal & 

vulvar cancer in women.  

 It can also cause throat or 

rectum cancer in both men 

and women.  

 The virus is transmitted 

through intimate contact 

like - sexual intercourse, 

oral or anal sex. 



2. UN ACCUSES CHINA OF HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATION 

CONTEXT:  

The United Nations (UN) accused China of serious human rights violations that may amount 

to “crimes against humanity” in a long-delayed report examining a crackdown on Uyghurs 

and other mostly Muslim ethnic groups.  

ABOUT UYGHURS: 

 The Uyghurs are a predominantly Muslim minority Turkic ethnic group, whose 

origins can be traced to Central and East Asia.  

 There are about 12 million Uyghurs, mostly Muslim, living in Xinjiang, which is 

officially known as the Xinjiang Uyghur Autonomous Region (XUAR). 

 The Uyghurs speak their own language, which is similar to Turkish, and see 

themselves as culturally and ethnically 

close to Central Asian nations. They 

make up less than half of the Xinjiang 

population. 

 They are considered to be one of the 

55 officially recognized ethnic 

minority communities in China. 

 Recent decades have seen a mass 

migration of Han Chinese (China's ethnic majority) into Xinjiang, allegedly 

orchestrated by the state to dilute the minority population there. 

 China has also been accused of targeting Muslim religious figures and banning 

religious practices in the region, as well as destroying mosques and tombs. 

 Uyghur activists say they fear that the group's culture is under threat of erasure. 

XINJIANG:    

 Xinjiang lies in the north-west of China and is the country's largest region.  

 Like Tibet, it is autonomous, meaning - in theory - it has some powers of self-

governance.  

 But in practice, both regions are subjected to major restrictions by the central 

government.  



 

3. NEW NAVAL ENSIGN WITH SEAL OF SHIVAJI 

CONTEXT:  

Prime Minister unveiled the new Naval Ensign (flag) at Kochi which bears the seal of 

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, who laid the foundations of a modern navy.  

SHIVAJI AND MODERN NAVAL FORCE: 

 Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj put great emphasis on sea-faring prowess, and laid the 

foundations of a modern naval force in the 17th century.  

 Shivaji’s strategic thought ensured that a strong naval presence was established along 

the Konkan coast to protect the sea trade of the Maratha empire.  

 Shivaji built ships in towns such as Kalyan, Bhivandi, and Goa, both for trade and to 

establish a fighting navy.  

 He also built a number of sea forts and bases for repair, storage and shelter.  

 Shivaji fought many lengthy battles with Siddis of Janjira on coastline. The fleet grew 

to reportedly 160 to 700 merchant, support and fighting vessels. He started trading 

with foreigners on his own after possession of eight or nine ports in the Deccan. 

 The Indian Navy has always acknowledged this fact, and has named a training 

establishment in Lonavla as INS Shivaji and a shore based logistics and 

administrative hub of Western Naval Command, Mumbai, as INS Angre after Kanhoji 

Angre, the acclaimed Maratha naval commander. 

 The use of the octagonal design of the seal of Shivaji on the new Naval Ensign is a 

formal stamp on the umbilical ties of the Indian Navy with the navy of the Maratha 

empire.  

FEATURES OF NEW 

ENSIGN: 

 It features the 

national emblem 

with the Tricolour on 



the upper canton (top left corner of flag).  

 The national emblem is encompassed by an octagonal shield and sits atop an anchor.  

 Beneath it is the Navy’s motto ‘Sam No Varunah’.  

 The golden border surrounding the national emblem draws inspiration from the seal of 

Indian emperor Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj and depicts steadfastness.  

 The octagonal shape of the national emblem has been designed to represent eight 

directions, symbolising the multi-directional reach and multi-dimensional operational 

capability of the Indian Navy. 

 

 
 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

SUPER 

TYPHOON 

‘HINNAMNOR’ 

 
 The strongest tropical storm of 2022, dubbed Super 

Typhoon ‘Hinnamnor’, has been barrelling across the 

western Pacific Ocean.  

 It is presently hurtling back towards the islands of Japan and 

South Korea, packing wind speeds of upto 241 kilometres 

per hour.  

 It is the category 5 typhoon — the highest classification on 

the scale — was about 230 km away from Japan’s Okinawa 

prefecture. 

 
 

 

SPARSH 

 

 Providing impetus to Digital India initiative, the System for 

Pensions Administration – RakSHa or SPARSH has 

disbursed more than Rs 3,090 Crore to Defense Pensioners 

digitally in the month of August, 2022.  

 SPARSH: 

 It is an integrated system for automation of sanction and 



disbursement of defence pension. 

 This web-based system processes pension claims and 

credits pension directly into the bank accounts of defence 

pensioners without relying on any external intermediary. 

 A Pensioner Portal is available for pensioners to view their 

pension related information, access services and register 

complaints, if any. 

 SPARSH envisages establishment of Service Centres to 

provide last mile connectivity to pensioners who may be 

unable to directly access the SPARSH portal. 

 

  

 

INS VIKRANT 

 

 Prime Minister commissioned INS Vikrant, India's first 

home-built aircraft carrier, in a grand ceremony at Cochin 

Shipyard.  

 INS Vikrant is the largest warship to be built in India. It can 

have 30 aircraft on board, including MiG-29K fighter jets 

and helicopters. The warship can accommodate a crew of 

nearly 1,600. 

 At present, India has only one aircraft carrier, INS 

Vikramaditya, which is built on a Russian platform.  

 INS Vikrant is named after its predecessor, which played a 

key role during the 1971 war against Pakistan for the 

liberation of Bangladesh. 
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