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1.  NO RHINOS POACHED IN ASSAM 

CONTEXT:       

Assam Chief Minister announced on January 1 that no rhinos were poached in the state in 

2022. 

ABOUT THE INDIAN RHINO:                 

ü The Indian rhinoceros (Rhinoceros unicornis) is found only in the Brahmaputra 

valley, parts of North Bengal, and parts of southern Nepal.  

ü It has a single black horn that can grow up to 60 cm, and a tough, grey-brown hide 

with skin folds, which gives the animal its characteristic armour-plated look. 

ü The Indian rhino is listed as vulnerable (better than endangered, worse than near 

threatened) in the IUCN Red List; it was earlier placed in the endangered category.  

ü The WWF says the “recovery of the greater one-horned rhino is among the greatest 

conservation success stories in Asia”. 

ü There are around 3,700 Indian rhinos in the wild today. Assam’s Kaziranga National 

Park (KNP) alone has 2,613 animals, according to a census carried out in March 

2022.  

ü There are more than 250 other rhinos in the Orang, Pobitora, and Manas parks. 

RHINO POACHING: 

ü Rhinos have been poached for their horn, which is prized in some cultures.  

ü Rhino horn is used in traditional Chinese medicine to cure a range of ailments, 

from cancer to hangovers, and also as an aphrodisiac. 

ü In Vietnam, a rhino horn is considered a status symbol.  

ü Due to demand in these countries, poaching pressure on rhinos is ever persistent 

against which one cannot let the guard down. 

ü In 2019, the Assam government constituted a Special Rhino Protection Force to keep 

a check on rhino poaching and related activities at Kaziranga National Park (KNP).  

CONSERVATION EFFORTS: 

ü The five rhino range nations (India, Bhutan, Nepal, Indonesia and Malaysia) have 

signed a declaration ‘The New Delhi Declaration on Asian Rhinos 2019’ for the 

conservation and protection of the species. 



ü The Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) has begun a 

project to create DNA profiles of all rhinos in the country. 

ü National Rhino Conservation Strategy: It was launched in 2019 to conserve the 

greater one-horned rhinoceros. 

ü Indian Rhino Vision 2020: Launched in 2005, it was an ambitious effort to attain a 

wild population of at least 3,000 greater one-horned rhinos spread over seven 

protected areas in the Indian state of Assam by the year 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  SAVITRIBAI PHULE 

CONTEXT:  

192nd birth anniversary of Savitribai Phule was observed. 

ABOUT SAVITRIBAI PHULE:  

ü A Dalit woman from the Mali community, Savitribai was born on January 3, 1831, in 

Maharashtra’s Naigaon village.  

ü Married off at the tender age of 10, her husband Jyotirao Phule is said to have 

educated her at home.  

ü Later, Jyotirao admitted Savitribai to a teachers’ training institution in Pune.  

ü Throughout their life, the couple supported each other and in doing so, broke many 

social barriers. 

ü At a time when it was considered unacceptable for women to even attain education, 

the couple went on to open a school for girls in Bhidewada, Pune, in 1848.  

ü This became the country’s first girls’ school.  

AS A SOCIAL REFORMER: 

ü Along with Jyotirao, Savitribai started the Balhatya Pratibandhak Griha (‘Home for 

the Prevention of Infanticide’) for pregnant widows facing discrimination.  



ü Savitribai Phule also advocated inter-caste 

marriages, widow remarriage, and 

eradication of child marriage, sati and 

dowry systems, among other social issues.  

ü The Phules also adopted Yashwantrao, the 

child of a widow, whom they educated to 

become a doctor.  

ü In 1873, the Phules set up the 

Satyashodhak Samaj (‘Truth-seekers’ 

society’), a platform open to all, 

irrespective of their caste, religion or class 

hierarchies, with the sole aim of bringing social equity.  

ü As an extension, they started ‘Satyashodhak Marriage’ – a rejection of Brahmanical 

rituals where the marrying couple takes a pledge to promote education and equality. 

ü The couple also set up ‘Balyata Pratibandak Gruha’, a childcare centre for the 

protection of pregnant widows and rape victims. Urging women to break free of caste 

barriers, Savitribai encouraged them to sit together at her meetings. 

ü At her husband’s funeral procession on November 28, 1890, Savitribai again defied 

convention and carried the titve (earthen pot). Walking ahead of the procession, 

Savitribai was the one who consigned his body to the flames, a ritual which is still 

predominantly carried out by men. 

HER LITERARY WORKS: 

ü Savitribai Phule published her first collection of poems, called Kavya Phule (‘Poetry’s 

Blossoms’), at the age of 23 in 1854.  

ü She published Bavan Kashi Subodh Ratnakar (‘The Ocean of Pure Gems’), in 1892. 

ü Besides these works, Matushri Savitribai Phlenchi Bhashane va Gaani (S’avitribai 

Phule’s speeches and songs’), and her letters to her husband have also been published. 

 

 3.  PM GATI SHAKTI  

CONTEXT:  



As many as 12 social sector ministries, including Health and Panchayati Raj, are in advanced 

stages of data integration with the PM GatiShakti initiative, the commerce and industry 

ministry said. 

MORE ON NEWS: 

ü Prime Minister launched the Gati Shakti - National Master Plan (NMP) - aimed at 

developing an integrated infrastructure to reduce logistic costs.  

ü The plan is to create a technology-based tool for effective and integrated 

infrastructure development in the country. 

ü All logistics and connectivity infrastructure projects, entailing an investment of 

over ₹500 crore, are routed through the Network Planning Group (NPG), constituted 

under the PM Gati Shakti initiative. 

ABOUT PM GATI SHAKTI: 

ü PM Gati Shakti plan envisages a centralised portal to unite the infrastructural 

initiatives planned and initiated by as many as 16 central ministries and departments. 

ü GatiShakti targets to cut logistic costs, increase cargo handling capacity and reduce 

the turnaround time. 

ü It is a campaign to lend more speed (Gati) and power (Shakti) to projects by 

connecting all concerned departments on one platform. 

ü This way, the infrastructure schemes of various ministries and state governments will 

be designed and executed with a common vision. 

PILLARS OF THE PLAN: 

COMPREHENSIVENESS:  

ü It will include all the existing and planned initiatives of various Ministries and 

Departments with one centralised portal.  

ü Each and every Department will now have visibility of each other’s activities 

providing critical data while planning & execution of projects in a comprehensive 

manner. 



ü Through this, different Departments will be able to prioritise their projects through 

cross–sectoral interactions. 

OPTIMIZATION:  

ü The National Master Plan will assist different ministries in planning for projects after 

identification of critical gaps.  

ü For the transportation of the goods from one place to another, the plan will help in 

selecting the most optimum route in terms of time and cost. 

SYNCHRONISATION:  

ü Individual Ministries and Departments often work in silos and there is lack of 

coordination in planning and implementation of the project resulting in delays.  

ü PM GatiShakti will help in synchronising the activities of each department, as well as 

of different layers of governance, in a holistic manner by ensuring coordination of 

work between them. 

ANALYTICAL:  

ü The plan will provide the entire data at one place with GIS based spatial planning and 

analytical tools having 200+ layers, enabling better visibility to the executing agency. 

DYNAMIC:  

ü All Ministries and Departments will now be able to visualise, review and monitor the 

progress of cross-sectoral projects, through the GIS platform, as the satellite imagery 

will give on-ground progress periodically and progress of the projects will be updated 

on a regular basis on the portal.  

ü It will help in identifying the vital interventions for enhancing and updating the 

master plan. 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 

PRIORITISATION:  



 

THE ATAL 

TUNNEL 

 

ü The Atal Tunnel Rohtang saw an influx of vehicles in 2022.  

ü The 9.02-km tunnel is the longest highway tunnel in the 

world above the height of 3,000 metres. 

ü It cuts through a mountain west of the Rohtang pass and 

shortens the distance between Solang Valley and Sissu.  

ü The tunnel reduces the road distance of 46 kilometres 

between Manali and Leh and the time by about four to five 

hours. 

ü The tunnel is built with ultra-modern specifications in the 

Pir Panjal range of the Himalayas at an altitude of 3,000 

metres (10,000 feet) from the Mean Sea Level (MSL). 

 

 

TECHNOLOGY 

TO FILTER 

MICROPLASTIC 

 

ü Scientists from South Korea have developed a new water 

purification system that can quickly and efficiently filter out 

microplastics.  

ü The polymer used is relatively inexpensive with excellent 

adsorption performance and good photothermal properties. 

ü In an experiment, over 99.9 per cent of contaminants were 

taken out of the water in just 10 seconds. 

ü While some traditional carbon-based filters can filter out 

microplastics, they have limitations — the adsorption rate is 

slow and they are not energy-efficient . 
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