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1. TRADE DEFICIT WIDENS TO RECORD $23.33 BN 

 

Context: India’s merchandise trade deficit widened to a monthly record of $23.33 billion in 

May, as exports grew 15.5% to $37.3 billion while imports jumped 56.1% to $60.62 billion. 

Trade deficit: 

 Trade deficit refers to a situation where the country’s import dues exceed the receipts 

from the exports. Trade deficit arises in the course of international trade when the 

payments for imports exceed the receipts from export trade. A trade deficit is also 

referred to as a negative balance of trade. 

Advantages and Disadvantages: 

 A trade deficit has advantages and disadvantages. The advantages include ensuring 

the availability of goods for consumption for the residents of a country through 

sufficient imports.  

 The disadvantages include pressure on the external payments and on the currency of a 

country. Governments of countries often alter import and export policies curbing 

imports or increasing import duties on certain goods. The government also encourages 

exports and consumption of indigenous goods. 

Increase in trade deficit: 

 India has both increase in export and import of goods. The increase of goods imported 

is larger. 

 The increase in export was contributed by petroleum products (52.71%), electronic 

goods (41.46%) and RMG of all textiles (22.94%).  

 Goods exports shrank 7.2% from April’s $40.19 billion of outbound trade, resulting in 

the merchandise trade deficit for the first two months of 2022-23 widening to $41.73 

billion. 

 

2. NATIONAL PANEL TO HEAR APPEALS ON SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS 

Context: The government has proposed a new panel that will have the power to overturn the 

decisions related to content moderation/takedown of social media platforms such as 

Facebook, Twitter and YouTube, following appeals by users . 



 

Information technology rules: 

 The IT rules prescribe a framework for the regulation of content by online publishers 

of news and current affairs content, and curated audio-visual content. As per the draft 

of the proposed amendments to the IT Rules, 2021, the Central government will 

constitute one or more ‘Grievance Appellate Committees’ or appellate committees to 

deal with appeals by users against the decision of the Grievance Officer appointed by 

the social media intermediary. 

 

Need for the committee: 

 According to the IT rules every social media intermediary should appoint a Grievance 

Officer.  

 The proposal comes on the back of multiple stand-offs between the government and 

the social media platforms over content moderation and takedown.  

 The proposed amendments state that any person aggrieved by an order of the 

Grievance Officer appointed by a social media network may appeal to the Grievance 

Appellate Committee within 30 days of receipt of communication from the Grievance 

Officer.  

 The Grievance Appellate Committee shall deal with such appeal expeditiously and 

shall make an endeavour to dispose of the appeal finally within 30 calendar days from 

the date of receipt of the appeal. 

 The Information Technology (Guidelines for Intermediaries and Digital Media Ethics 

Code) Rules, 2021’ came into effect from May 26, 2021, and make it mandatory for 

platforms such as WhatsApp, Signal and Telegram to aid in identifying “originator” 

of “unlawful” messages, while also requiring social media platforms to take down 

such messages within a specific time frame, set up grievance redressal mechanism as 

well as assist government agencies in investigation. 

  

 

 

 

 



3. NO RESPITE FOR PEOPLE BOOKED UNDER UAPA 

Context: The Supreme Court’s freeze on sedition proceedings under the colonial Section 

124A of the Indian Penal Code seems to have not yet made a ripple on the ground for persons 

who have also been charged under the draconian Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act of 

1967 in the same case or separately. 

Supreme Court on Sedition: 

 The Supreme Court Won May 11 directed the Centre and states to keep in abeyance all 

pending trials, appeals, and proceedings with respect to the charge framed under Section 

124A of the Indian Penal Code (IPC), which deals with the offence of sedition, till the 

central government completes the promised exercise to reconsider and re-examine the 

provision.  

 The effect of the apex court’s May 11 order to keep in abeyance the use of the colonial 

provision of Section 124A has not transformed into bail for journalist Siddique Kappan 

and activists Umar Khalid and Sharjeel Imam, who also face charges under the Unlawful 

Activities (Prevention) Act (UAPA). 

 

Concerns on UAPA: 

 The Home Ministry is reported to have said in the Parliament last year that nearly 53% of 

persons arrested under the UAPA in 2018, 2019 and 2020 were below the age of 30. 

 An amendment made in 2019 has made the Act even more powerful. Now it can 

designate individuals, and not just associations, as 'terrorists'.  

 The Supreme Court’s judgment in National Investigation Agency versus Zahoor Ahmad 

Shah Watali in 2019 has also made bail in a UAPA case a virtually insurmountable task. 

It has held that a trial court could reject bail on finding that the relevant material produced 

by the investigating agency was “indicative of the fact that there are reasonable grounds 

for believing that the accusation is prima facie true. 

 

 

 

 

 



4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

 

PM Shri Schools 

 

 

 

 In an attempt to prepare students for future and build a 

laboratory of new National Education Policy (NEP), the 

Union government is planning to set up "PM Shri Schools." 

These state-of-the-art schools and will be the "laboratory of 

NEP 2020. 

 

 

 

 

State Advisory 

Board on Disability 

reconstituted in 

Tamil Nadu 

 

 The Tamil Nadu government has reconstituted the State 

Advisory Board on disability, as mandated by the Rights of 

Persons with Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016.  

 Section 66 of the act:  (1) Every State Government shall, by 

notification, constitute a body to be known as the State 

Advisory Board on disability to exercise the powers 

conferred on, and to perform the function assigned to it, 

under this Act. 

 (2) The State Advisory Board shall consist of— 

 (a) the Minister in charge of the Department in the State 

Government dealing with disability matters, Chairperson, ex 

officio; 

 (b) the Minister of State or the Deputy Minister in charge of 

the Department in the State Government dealing with 

disability matters, if any, Vice-Chairperson, ex officio;  

 There are also other members representing the differently 

abled persons. 
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