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1. INS VIKRANT 

CONTEXT: 

Country’s first indigenous aircraft  carrier commissioned into the Navy 

INS VIKRANT 

ü The ship is christened after India’s first aircraft carrier Vikrant , which played a 

vital role in the 1971 war. 

ü From 2013 to 2017, the Navy had fielded two aircraft carriers — the erstwhile 

Viraat acquired from the U.K. and the INS Vikramaditya from Russia which is 

currently in  service. 

ü Once INS Vikrant becomes fully operational, Indian Navy will once again be able to 

deploy two fullfledged carrier groups significantly expanding its footprint across the 

IndoPacific. 

ü With this, India joined a small group of countries which include the U.S., the 

U.K., Russia, France and China, that have the capability to design and build carriers 

with a displacement of over 40,000 tonnes. 

ü The new aircraft carrier is a sign of India’s expanding atmanirbharta or 

selfreliance in defence. The new vessel has 76% of indigenous content overall but 

its critical technology has been imported, pointing to the need for persistence. 

ü The carrier in itself is an engineering marvel with an endurance of 7,500 nautical 

miles. It has around 2,200 compartments for a crew of around 1,600 that include 

specialised cabins to accommodate women officers and sailors, and a fullfledged 

speciality medical facility 

ü The ship with a displacement of 42,800 tonnes was designed by the Navy’s 

Warship Design Bureau (WDB) and built by Cochin Shipyard Limited (CSL), a 

public sector shipyard. 

ü The ship is capable of operating an air wing of 30 aircraft, including MiG29K fighter 

jets and Kamov31 early warning helicopters. 

ü The 262m long and 62m wide Vikrant is powered by four General Electric LM250 

engines which give it a maximum speed of 28 knots and endurance of 7500 NM, 

which means she can make a voyage from Kochi to Brazil without refuelling. 



 

 

2. NATIONAL CRIME RECORDS BUREAU (NCRB) DATA FOR 2021 

CONTEXT: 

The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data for 2021 

MORE ON NEWS 

ü Assam has retained the top spot in recording the most violent crimes in the 

country followed consistently by Delhi except in 2020 

ü The statistics also showed that Assam has maintained the trend of recording an 

increase in such crimes after a dip in the previous year. 

ü But the crime rate of 76.6 cases per one lakh population – a little more than the 73.7 

cases in 2020 – does not give the complete picture, Assam police officers said. 

ü They attributed the figure to the high reporting and registration of cases, especially in 

crimes against women. 



ü An analysis of NCRB data since 2017 showed that Assam led all the States and Union 

Territories across the country with 78.6 cases of violent crimes per one lakh people 

followed by Delhi (60.6) and West Bengal (51.4). 

ü The number of violent cases in Assam and Delhi increased in 2018 to 86.4 and 63.6 

while Tripura dislodged West Bengal to take the third spot with 62 cases. 

ü These three States maintained their positions in 2019 but recorded a dip in the violent 

cases – 83.4 in Assam, 58.2 in Delhi and 53.6 in Tripura. 

ü In 2020, West Bengal ended up second with 51.2 cases behind Assam’s 73.7 with 

Delhi taking the third spot with 49.2 cases. Delhi and West Bengal interchanged 

places in 2021 with 57 and 48.7 cases per one lakh population respectively. 

ü According to the NCRB data for 2021, Assam had 168.3 cases of crime against 

women per one lakh people, the highest in India. Delhi came second with 147.6 and 

Odisha third with 137.8. 

ü Maharashtra has recorded the highest cases in the country under the crime 

against children category as 3,401 girls, between the age of 12 and 16, were 

kidnapped and abducted in the State in 2021, reveals the latest report of the National 

Crime Record Bureau. 

ü A total of 67,245 cases of kidnapping and abduction of children in India were 

registered, of which Maharashtra has topped the list with 9,555 cases, followed by 

Madhya Pradesh (9,137) and Uttar Pradesh (6,814). 

ü The report mentions that 114 children  — boys (66) and girls (48) — below the age 

of six were kidnapped and abducted in 2021.  

ü 548 children — boys (301) and girls (247)  between the age group of six and 12; 827 

boys and 3,401 girls between the age group of 12 and 16; and 736 boys and 4,222 

girls between the age group of 16 and 18 were kidnapped and abducted, reveals the 

report. 

ü A total of 6,219 cases of crimes against children were registered under the 

Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act in Maharashtra. 

 

3. NONPROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS (NPT) 

CONTEXT:  

The Tenth Review Conference of the Parties to the Treaty on the Non Proliferation of 

Nuclear Weapons (NPT) concluded in New York 



NONPROLIFERATION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS  

ü The NPT was negotiated during the 1960s to reconcile three competing objectives 

— controlling the further spread of nuclear weapons beyond the P5 countries (the 

U.S., the U.S.S.R., the U.K, France and China) that had already tested;  

ü Committing to negotiating reductions of nuclear arsenals leading to their 

elimination; and sharing benefits of peaceful applications of nuclear science and 

technology.  

ü The first was strongly supported by the nuclearhaves; the latter two were demands 

made by the nuclear havenots.  

ü Over the years, the non-proliferation objective has been achieved in large measure. 

Despite apprehensions that by the 1980s, there would be close to 25 nuclear powers, 

in the last 50 years 

ü Only four more countries have gone on to test and develop nuclear arsenals — 

India, Israel, North Korea and Pakistan (South Africa developed nuclear weapons but 

the apartheid regime destroyed them and joined NPT in 1991 before relinquishing 

power to majority rule).  

ü India is one of the only five countries that either did not sign the NPT or signed 

but withdrew, thus becoming part of a list that includes Pakistan, Israel, North 

Korea, and South Sudan. 

ü India always considered the NPT as discriminatory and had refused to sign it 

ü After the end of the Cold War and the breakup of the U.S.S.R. in 1991, non-

proliferation remained a shared priority for the major powers and the International 

Atomic Energy Agency, set up originally to promote international cooperation 

became better known as the non-proliferation watchdog. 

ü The Treaty defines nuclear weapon states (NWS) as those that had manufactured and 

detonated a nuclear explosive device prior to 1 January 1967. All the other states are 

therefore considered non-nuclear weapon states (NNWS). 

ü The five nuclear weapon states are China, France, Russia, the United Kingdom, 

and the United States. 

ü The Treaty does not affect the right of state parties to develop, produce, and use 

nuclear energy for peaceful purposes. 

 



 

 

Quad 

 

ü Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) is the 

informal strategic dialogue between India, USA, 

Japan and Australia. 

ü The four nations share a common objective to ensure 

and support a “free, open and prosperous” Indo-

Pacific region. 

ü The idea of Quad was first mooted by Japanese Prime 

Minister ShinzoAbe in 2007. The Quad was 

supposed to establish an Asian Arc of Democracy.   

ü In December 2012, Shinzo Abe once again came up 

with a similar concept of Asia’s “Democratic 

Security Diamond”.  

ü  This concept involved Australia, India, Japan and the 

US. The objective was maritime security from the 

Indian Ocean to the western Pacific.  

ü The coalition’s objective was to develop a new 

strategy to keep the critical sea routes in the Indo-

Pacific free of any influence  (especially China).  

ü Primarily it wanted to work for the free, open and 

inclusive Indo-Pacific region. The Quad coalition 

aimed at developing a new strategy to keep the Indo-

Pacific free from any influence, especially from 

China. 

 

 

La Nina 

 

ü El Niño and La Niña are climate patterns in the 

Pacific Ocean that can affect weather worldwide  

ü La Niña means Little Girl in Spanish. La Niña is also 

sometimes called El Viejo, anti-El Niño, or simply "a 

cold event."  

ü La Niña has the opposite effect of El Niño . During 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 



La Niña events, trade winds are even stronger than 

usual, pushing more warm water toward Asia.  

ü Off the west coast of the Americas, upwelling 

increases, bringing cold, nutrient-rich water to the 

surface. 

ü These cold waters in the Pacific push the jet stream 

northward.  

ü This tends to lead to drought in the southern U.S. 

and heavy rains and flooding in the Pacific 

Northwest and Canada.  

ü During a La Niña year, winter temperatures are 

warmer than normal in the South and cooler than 

normal in the North. La Niña can also lead to 

a more severe hurricane season. 

ü During La Niña, waters off the Pacific coast are 

colder and contain more nutrients than usual.  

ü This environment supports more marine life and 

attracts more cold-water species, like squid and 

salmon, to places like the California coast. 

 

 

Sea cucumbers  

 

ü Sea cucumbers are part of a larger animal group 

called echinoderms, which also contains starfish and 

sea urchins.  

ü Their body shape is similar to a cucumber, but they 

have small tentacle-like tube feet that are used for 

locomotion and feeding.  

ü One way that sea cucumbers can confuse or harm 

predators is by propelling their own toxic internal 

organs from their bodies in the direction of an 

attacker.  

ü The organs grow back, and it may save them from 

being eaten. Depending on the species, sea 



cucumbers normally vary in size from less than an 

inch (2.5 centimeters) to over six feet (1.8 meters). 

ü Sea cucumbers are found in virtually all marine 

environments throughout the world, from shallow 

to deep-sea environments.  

ü Sea cucumbers are benthic, meaning they live on 

the ocean floor. However, their larvae are 

planktonic, meaning they float in the ocean with the 

currents. 

ü Sea cucumbers are scavengers that feed on small 

food items in the benthic zone (seafloor), as well as 

plankton floating in the water column.  

ü Algae, aquatic invertebrates, and waste particles 

make up their diet. They eat with tube feet that 

surround their mouths. 

ü Sea cucumbers exhibit sexual and asexual 

reproduction. 
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