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1. THE CENTRALLY PROTECTED MONUMENTS  

CONTEXT:        

Fifty of India’s 3,693 centrally protected monuments have gone missing, the Ministry of 

Culture has told Parliament. The submissions were made by the ministry to the Parliamentary 

Standing Committee on 

Transport, Tourism and Culture 

as part of a report titled ‘Issues 

relating to Untraceable 

Monuments and Protection of 

Monuments in India’. 

ABOUT CENTRALLY 

PROTECTED 

MONUMENTS :                 

� The Ancient Monuments 

and Archaeological Sites 

and Remains Act 

(AMASR Act) regulates 

the preservation of 

monuments and 

archaeological sites of 

national importance.  

� The Archaeological 

Survey of India (ASI), 

which is under the aegis 

of the Union Ministry of 

Culture, functions under 

this Act.  

� The Act protects monuments and sites that are more than 100 years old, including 

temples, cemeteries, inscriptions, tombs, forts, palaces, step-wells, rock-cut caves, and 

even objects like cannons and mile pillars that may be of historical significance.  

� ASI officials are supposed to regularly inspect the monuments to assess their 

condition.  

THE ASI 

� The Archaeological Survey of India, or ASI, is 

an affiliated agency of the Government of 

India's Ministry of Culture. 

� It is responsible for archaeological research and 

conservation, as well as the protection and 

preservation of historic monuments and 

archaeological sites around the country. 

� The laws of the Ancient Monuments and 

Archaeological Sites and Remains Act 

(AMASR Act) of 1958 govern all 

archaeological activity in the nation. 

� The Antiquities and Art Treasure Act of 

1972 is also governed by it. 

� It was created in 1861 by Alexander 

Cunningham, a British Army engineer with a 

particular interest in Indian archaeology. 

� Alexander Cunnigham has been dubbed the 

"Father of Indian Archaeology." 

 



� Apart from various conservation and preservation operations, ASI officials can also 

file police complaints, issue show cause notices for the removal of encroachments, 

and communicate to the local administration the need for demolition of 

encroachments.      

MISSING MONUMENTS:  

� After independence, the focus of successive governments was on health, education 

and infrastructure, rather than protecting heritage.  

� Even within the scope of heritage, the aim was to uncover more monuments and sites, 

instead of conservation.  

� So in due course, many monuments and sites were lost to activities like urbanisation, 

construction of dams and reservoirs, and even encroachments. 

� As per the ASI submission in Parliament, 14 monuments have been lost to rapid 

urbanisation, 12 are submerged by reservoirs/dams, while 24 are untraceable, which 

brings the number of missing monuments to 50. 

LIST OF SOME MISSING MONUMENTS:  

� The Guns of Emperor Sher Shah, Tinsukia (Assam);  

� The Ruins of Copper Temple, Paya, Lohit (Arunachal Pradesh);  

� Kos Minar, Mujesar, Faridabad (Haryana);  

� Kutumbari Temple, Dwarahat, Almora (Uttarakhand);  

� Rock Inscription, Satna (Madhya Pradesh);  

� Old European Tomb, Pune (Maharashtra);  

� 12th Century Temple, Baran (Rajasthan); and  

� Telia Nala Buddhist ruins, Varanasi (Uttar Pradesh).  

 

  

 
2. THE MAHADAYI RIVER WATER DISPUTE  

CONTEXT:   



Karnataka’s decision to go ahead with a 

water diversion project on river 

Mahadayi has escalated its long-

standing dispute on the issue with 

neighbouring Goa. 

ABOUT MAHADAYI DISPUTE : 

ü  The dispute over Mahadayi river 

began in the 80s and grew 

stronger in the subsequent 

decades.  

ü  The trigger was Karnataka’s 

move to design a number of 

dams, canals and barrages to 

route the Mahadayi river water to the Malaprabha basin.  

ü  The state claimed that channelling the river water into the basin of Malaprabha, a 

tributary of the Krishna, would meet the requirements of water-scarce districts of 

Bagalkot, Gadag, Dharwad and Belagavi. 

ü  Goa, seeking redressal to the dispute in 2002, sought the constitution of a water 

disputes tribunal. The state also moved the apex court in 2006 with its demand. After 

sustained efforts by the Goan government, the Mahadayi Water Disputes Tribunal 

was set up on November 16, 2010. 

THE KALASA BANDURI NALA PROJECT:  

ü  The Kalasa Banduri Nala project aims to divert water from Mahadayi to satisfy the 

drinking water needs of Belagavi, Dharwad, Bagalkot and Gadag districts. 

ü  Though the project was first proposed in the early 1980s, it has remained on paper 

owing to a dispute between Karnataka, Goa and Maharashtra.  

ü  As per plans, barrages are to be built against Kalasa and Banduri streams — 

tributaries of Mahadayi — and water diverted towards Karnataka’s parched districts.  

MECHANISM TO RESLOVE DISPUTE: 

ü  The resolution of water dispute is governed by the Inter-State River Water Disputes 

Act, 1956. 

THE MAHADAYI RIVER  

· Mahadayi river rises in the Western 

Ghats, from the Bhimgad Wildlife 

Sanctuary in Khanapur taluk of 

Karnataka’s Belagavi district.  

· Flowing westward, it enters Goa from 

Sattari taluk of North Goa districts.  

· A number of streams join the flow of the 

river to form the Mandovi which is one 

of two major rivers that flow through 

Goa.  

· It joins the Arabian Sea at Panaji. 



� According to its provisions, if a State Government makes a request regarding any 

water dispute and the Central Government is of opinion that the water dispute cannot 

be settled by negotiations, then a Water Disputes Tribunal is constituted for the 

adjudication of the water dispute. 

� The act was amended in 2002, to include the major recommendations of the Sarkaria 

Commission. 

� The amendments mandated a one year time frame to setup the water disputes tribunal 

and also a 3 year time frame to give a decision. 

 

 

3. THE ASIAN PACIFIC POSTAL UNION  

CONTEXT:  

India will take over the 

leadership of the Asian 

Pacific Postal Union 

(APPU) having its 

Headquarters in Bangkok, 

Thailand from this month.  

ABOUT PACIFIC 

POSTAL UNION:    

� Asian Pacific Postal 

Union (APPU) is an 

intergovernmental 

organization of 32-

member countries of 

the Asian-Pacific 

region.  

� APPU is the only 

Restricted Union of 

UNIVERSAL POSTAL UNION  

· A specialized agency of United Nations that 

coordinates postal policies among member nations, 

in addition to worldwide postal system. 

· Established in 1874 and is second oldest 

international organization worldwide after 

International Telecommunication Union (ITU) 

which was established in 1865. 

· Headquartered in Berne, Switzerland. 

· Has 192 member countries. 

· It is primary forum for cooperation between postal 

sector players among member countries. 

· UPU has four units: the Congress, the Council of 

Administration, the International Bureau, and the 

Postal Operations Council. 

· Regulates40 lakh postal outlets worldwide. 

· India joined the UPU on July 1, 1876  

 



the Universal Postal Union (UPU) in the region, which is a specialized agency of the 

United Nations.  

� The goal of APPU is to extend, facilitate and improve postal relations between 

member countries and to promote cooperation in the field of postal services.  

� As the regional center for various UPU projects, APPU also takes the lead in ensuring 

that all technical and operational projects of the UPU are fulfilled in the region so that 

the region is integrated into the global postal network in the best possible way.  

� Secretary General leads the activities of the Union and is also the Director of the 

Asian Pacific Postal College (APPC) which is the largest intergovernmental postal 

training institute in the region. 

 

 
 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 
 

RANI VELU 

NACHIYAR  

 

� The Prime Minister has paid  tributes to Rani Velu Nachiyar 

on her birth anniversary. 

� Rani Velu Nachiyar was a queen of Sivaganga 

estate from  1780–1790.  

� She was the first Indian queen to wage war with the East 

India Company in India. 

� She is known by Tamils as Veeramangai  ("brave woman"). 

� With the support of Hyder Ali's army, feudal lords, the 

Maruthu Brothers, Dalit commanders, and Thandavarayan 

Pillai, she fought the East India company. 

 

 

SHIKHARJI JAIN 

TEMPLE  

 

� Shikharji, often spelled Sammed or Sammet Shikharji, is a 

holy place in the Indian state of Jharkhand’s Giridih district. 

� The highest mountain in the state of Jharkhand, Parasnath 

Hill, is where it is situated.  



 

� Both Digambara and Svetambara consider it to be the most 

significant Jain Tirtha (pilgrimage destination), as it is the 

location where twenty of the twenty-four Jain tirthankaras, 

together with numerous other monks, obtained Moksha. 

� The Jnatrdharmakatha, one of the twelve fundamental texts 

of Jainism, has the first mention of Shikharji as a tirth (place 

of pilgrimage).  

� The Parsvanathacarita, a biography of Prva written in the 

eleventh century, also makes mention of Shikharji. An 

illustration of Parshavanatha’s nirvana at Shikharji can be 

seen in a palm-leaf manuscript of the Kalpa Stra and 

Kalakacaryakatha from the thirteenth century. 
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