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 1.  THE VILLAGE DEFENCE 
COMMITTEE 

CONTEXT:       

Jammu and Kashmir L-G Manoj Sinha  said Village Defence Guards would be set up in the 

UT. 

ABOUT VILLAGE DEFENCE COMMITEE:                 

ü The Village Defence Committees (VDCs) came into existence for “self-defence” and 

“supplementing efforts of the forces to curb militancy and cross-border infiltration” in 

1999. They played a crucial role in fighting the militants.   

ü The VDCs were first formed in the erstwhile Doda district (now Kishtwar, Doda and 

Ramban districts) in mid 1990s as a force multiplier against militant attacks.  

ü The then Jammu and Kashmir administration decided to provide residents of remote 

hilly villages with weapons and give them arms training to defend themselves. 

ü The VDCs have now been renamed as Village Defence Guards (VDG).  

ü The new scheme to set up VDGs in vulnerable areas of J&K was approved by the 

Union Ministry of Home Affairs last year.  

ü Like a VDC member, each VDG will be provided a gun and 100 rounds of 

ammunition. 

DIFFERENCE BETWEEN VDG AND VDC: 

ü Both VDG and VDC is a group of civilians provided guns and ammunition to tackle 

militants in case of attack until the arrival of security forces. 

ü Under the new scheme, the persons leading the VDGs will be paid Rs 4,500 per 

month by the government, while others will get Rs 4,000 each.  

ü In the VDCs, only the Special Police Officers (SPOs) leading them were provided a 

remuneration, of Rs 1,500 monthly.  

ü The SPOs, the lowest rank in the J&K Police, used to be retired army, para military or 

police personnel. 

COMPOSITION OF VDCs: 

ü A minimum of 10-15 ex-servicemen, ex-policemen and able-bodied local youth were 

enrolled in each VDC on a voluntary basis.  



ü On an average, at least five of them were provided .303 rifles and 100 rounds each, 

through the district Superintendent of Police.  

ü The allotment of weapons could go up depending on the credentials of the volunteers, 

total population of a village and its security requirements, as assessed by the district 

magistrate and SSP concerned. 

 

 

 2.  DECLARING A TERRORIST 
ORGANIZATION UNDER UAPA 

CONTEXT:  

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has banned The Resistance Front (TRF), an offshoot 

of Pakistan-based Lashkar-e-Taiba proscribed terror outfit and all its manifestations and front 

organisations. The ministry has declared them as terrorist organizations under the Unlawful 

Activities (Prevention) Act 1967. 

ABOUT UAPA ACT: 

ü This act was passed in 1967. 

ü The Act provides special procedures to deal with terrorist activities, among other 

things. 

ü Unlawful activity means any conduct which constitutes a crime or which contravenes 

any law whether such conduct occurred before or after the commencement of this Act 

and whether such conduct occurred in the Republic or elsewhere. 

ü Section 15 of the UAPA defines “terrorist act” and is punishable with imprisonment 

for a term of at least five years to life. In case the terrorist act results in death, the 

punishment is death or imprisonment for life. 

ü The Act assigns absolute power to the central government, by way of which if 

the Centre deems an activity as unlawful then it may, by way of an Official Gazette, 

declare it so. 

ü The provisions of this Act apply also to— (a) citizens of India outside India;  (b) 

persons in the service of the Government, wherever they may be; and (c) persons on 

ships and aircrafts, registered in India, wherever they may be. 



ü The investigating agency can file a charge sheet in a maximum of 180 days after the  

arrests and the duration can be extended further after intimating the court. 

2019 AMENDMENT: 

ü The amendment empowers the Central Government to designate individuals as 

terrorists on certain grounds. 

ü It empowers the Director-General, National Investigation Agency (NIA) to grant 

approval of seizure or attachment of property when the case is under investigation by 

the agency. 

ü It also empowers the officers of the NIA, of the rank of Inspector or above, to 

investigate cases of terrorism. Earlier, the power to investigate was with the officers 

of the rank of Deputy Superintendent or Assistant Commissioner of Police only. 

 

 

 3.  THE ASPIRATIONAL DISTRICT 
PROGRAMME 

CONTEXT:  

The Centre is set to launch the Aspirational Blocks Programme (ABP), a new initiative on the 

lines of the Aspirational District Programme. 

ABOUT THE ASPIRATIONAL DISTRICT PROGRAMME: 

ü The Government of India has launched the ‘Transformation of Aspirational Districts’ 

initiative in 2018 with a vision of a New India by 2022 wherein the focus is to 

improve India’s ranking under the Human Development Index (HDI), raising living 

standards of its citizens and ensuring inclusive growth of all. 

ü It was launched to improve the socio-economic status of 112 aspirational 

districts across 28 States.  

ü These districts had witnessed the least progress along certain development 

parameters. The districts accounted for more than 20% of the country’s population 

and covered over 8,600 gram panchayats. 



ü The Programme is coordinated by Niti Aayog with support from Central Ministries 

and the State Governments.  

ü These Aspirational Districts (AD) across 27 states have been identified by NITI 

AAYOG based upon composite indicators from Health and Nutrition, Education, 

Agriculture & Water Resources, Financial Inclusion & Skill development and Basic 

Infrastructure which have an impact on HDI. 

ü Weightage has been accorded to these districts as below: 

· Health & Nutrition (30%) 

· Education (30%) 

· Agriculture & Water Resources (20%) 

· Financial Inclusion & Skill Development (10%) 

· Basic Infrastructure (10%) 

ü NITI Aayog anchors the program at Central level while individual Ministries have 

been responsibility to drive progress in districts. The States are the main drivers of the 

programme. For each district, a central Prabhari officer has been nominated. He/she 

should possess a rank of joint secretary/additional secretary. 

CORE STRATEGY: 

The ADP is based on the following strategy:  

ü Work on the strength of each district;  

ü Make development as a mass movement in these districts;  

ü Identify low hanging fruits and the strength of each district which can act as a catalyst 

for development;  

ü Measure progress and rank districts to spur a sense of competition;  

ü Districts shall aspire from becoming State’s best to Nation’s best. 
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SMALL SAVING 

SCHEME 

 

ü They are the major source of household savings in 

India and comprise 12 instruments. 

ü The depositors get an assured interest on their money. 

ü Collections from all small savings instruments are credited 

to the National Small Savings Fund (NSSF). 

ü Small savings have emerged as a key source of financing 

the government deficit, especially after the Covid-19 

pandemic. 

ü Small savings instruments can be classified under three 

heads: 

· Postal Deposits (comprising savings account, recurring 

deposits, time deposits of varying maturities and monthly 

income scheme). 

· Savings Certificates: National Small Savings Certificate 

(NSC) and Kisan Vikas Patra (KVP). 

· Social Security Schemes: Sukanya Samriddhi Scheme, 

Public Provident Fund (PPF) and Senior Citizens‘ Savings 

Scheme (SCSS). 

 

 

VACCINE FOR 

HONEYBEES 

 

ü The United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) has 

granted a conditional license for a vaccine for honeybees to 

curb American foulbrood (AFB). 

ü AFB is caused by the spore-forming 

bacterium Paenibacillus larvae. 

ü Infected broods usually die at the pre-pupal or pupal stage.  

ü It is not a stress-related disease and can infect the strongest 

to the weakest colony in an apiary.  

ü Heavy infections can affect most of the brood, severely 

weakening the colony and eventually killing it.  

ü The disease cannot be cured, meaning that the destruction of 



infected colonies and hives or irradiation of infected 

material is the only way to manage AFB.  

ü The vaccine technology exposes queen bees to inactive (ie, 

“dead”) bacteria, which enables the larvae hatched in the 

hive to resist infection. 

ü The vaccine is mixed in queen candy — the primary food 

source for both the queen bees and the attendant bees living 

in cages.   
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