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1. MOHENJO -DARO SITE 

CONTEXT:       

The recent spell of heavy rains and floods that ravaged large parts of Pakistan’s Sindh 

province has also taken a heavy toll on the archaeological site of Mohenjo-daro. 

MORE ON NEWS: 

ü The calamity has pushed the archeological site – situated on the bank of the Indus 

river – to the “brink of extinction”. 

ü Pakistan’s Department of Archaeology has said that Mohenjo-daro might be removed 

from the world heritage list, if urgent 

attention towards its conservation and 

restoration is not given.  

ABOUT MOHENJO-DARO:     

ü Mohenjo-daro, a group of mounds 

and ruins, is a 5000-year-old 

archaeological site located about 

80-km off the city of Sukkur.  

ü It comprises the remnants of one of 

two main centres of the ancient 

Indus Valley Civilisation, the other 

one being Harappa, located 640 km 

to the northwest, in Punjab 

province.  

ü Mohenjo-daro, which means ‘mound of the dead’, was one of the oldest cities of 

the world. 

ü Known to be a model planned city of the ancient civilisation, the houses here had 

bathrooms, toilets and drainage system.  

ü eThe sheer size of the city, and its provision of public buildings and facilities, 

suggests a high level of social organisation.  

ü Though in ruins, the walls and brick pavements in the streets are still in a 

preserved condition. 

OTHER SITES 

· The Indus Valley Civilisation 

spanned much of what is now 

Pakistan and the northern states 

of India (Gujarat, Haryana and 

Rajasthan), even extending 

towards the Iranian border.  

· Its major urban centres included 

Harrapa and Mohenjo-daro in 

Pakistan, and Lothal, Kalibangan, 

Dholavira and Rakhigarhi in 

India. 



ü The ruins of the city remained undocumented for around 3,700 years, until 1920, 

when archaeologist RD Banerji visited the site.  

ü Its excavation started in 1921 and continued in phases till 1964-65. The site went 

to Pakistan during Partition. 

 

 

 

 

 
2. THE TEESTA DISPUTE 

CONTEXT:  

As Bangladesh’s Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina arrived in New Delhi on a four-day visit to 

India, the long-standing, unresolved dispute over the sharing of the waters of the Teesta is 

back in the news. 

ABOUT TEESTA DISPUTE: 

ü The Teesta, which joins the Brahmaputra in Bangladesh, carries a significant volume 

of water; it is the second largest river of West Bengal after the Ganga.  

ü India and Bangladesh have been in negotiations to determine the share of each 

country in the waters of the river since the early 1980s. 

ü The two countries had reached a water-sharing agreement in 2011, and then Prime 

Minister was about to sign the deal on what was billed as a historic visit to 

Bangladesh that year. However, West Bengal Chief Minister objected at the last 

moment, pulling out the visit, and the deal was scuttled. 

ü In 2019 External Affairs Minister of India had a meeting with his Bangladesh 

counterparts and they were still unable to reach a consensus on the water-sharing 

agreement. 

ABOUT TEESTA RIVER: 

ü Teesta river is a tributary of the Brahmaputra (known as Jamuna in Bangladesh), 

flowing through India and Bangladesh.  

ü It originates in the Himalayas near Chunthang, Sikkim and flows to the south 

through West Bengal before entering Bangladesh. 



ü Originally, the river continued southward to empty directly into the Padma River 

(main channel of Ganga in Bangladesh) but around 1787 the river changed its course 

to flow eastward to join the Jamuna river. 

ü The Teesta Barrage dam helps to provide irrigation for the plains between the upper 

Padma and the Jamuna. 

 

 

3. THE PM-SHRI SCHEME 

CONTEXT:  

Prime Minister announced that under a new centrally sponsored scheme, as many as 14,500 

schools will be “upgraded” across India to showcase the components of the National 

Education Policy, 2020. 

ABOUT PM-SHRI SCHEME:  

ü According to the Ministry of 

Education, the scheme will be 

called PM SHRI Schools (PM 

Schools for Rising India). 

ü The PM-SHRI schools will 

have a modern, 

transformational and holistic 

method of imparting 

education. They will 

emphasise on a discovery 

oriented, learning centric way 

of teaching. “Focus will also 

be on modern infra including 

latest technology, smart 

classrooms, sports and more.  

FEATURES OF NEP 

· The NEP envisages a curricular structure 

and teaching style divided into various 

stages – foundational, preparatory, middle 

and secondary.  

· The foundational years (pre-school and 

grades I, II) will involve play-based 

learning.  

· At the preparatory level (III-V), light 

textbooks are to be introduced along with 

some formal classroom teaching.  

· Subject teachers are to be introduced at 

the middle level (VI-VIII).  

· Secondary stage (IX-XII) will be 

multidisciplinary in nature with no hard 

separation between arts and sciences or 

other disciplines. 



ü Under it, as many as 14,500 schools across states and Union Territories will be 

redeveloped to reflect the key features of the NEP, 2020.  

ü The PM SHRI Schools will showcase all components of the National Education 

Policy 2020 and act as exemplar schools and also offer mentorship to other schools in 

their vicinity.   

ü While there are exemplary schools like Navodaya Vidyalayas, Kendriya Vidyalayas, 

the PM SHRI will act as “NEP labs”. 

DIFFERENT FROM OTHER SCHOOLS: 

ü Kendriya Vidyalayas or Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas come entirely under the 

Centre’s Ministry of Education.  

ü They are fully-funded by the Union government under Central Sector Schemes.  

ü While KVs largely cater to children of Union government employees posted in states 

and UTs, JNVs were set up to nurture talented students in rural parts of the country.  

ü In contrast, PM SHRI schools will be an upgrade of existing schools run by the 

Centre, states, UTs and local bodies. This essentially means that PM SHRI schools 

can either be KVs, JNVs, state government schools or even those run by municipal 

corporations. 

 

 

 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

PREVENTIVE 

DETENTION 

 

ü Preventive detentions in 2021 saw a rise of over 23.7% 

compared to the year before, with over 1.1 lakh people 

being placed under preventive detention, according to the 

latest crime statistics released by the National Crime 

Records Bureau. 

ü Preventive detention refers to the detention of a person who 

has not yet committed a crime but is deemed a threat to law 



and order by authorities.  

ü Preventive detention existed in India even during British 

rule. The Bengal State Prisoners Regulation of 1818 and the 

Defence of India Act of 1939 both allowed for preventive 

detention. 

ü Article 22 protects people who have been arrested or 

detained. 

ü Article 22 is divided into two parts: the first part deals with 

ordinary law cases, and the second part deals with 

preventive detention law cases. 

 

 

CONVERSION 

THERAPY 

 

ü The National Medical Commission (NMC), the apex 

regulatory body of medical professionals in India, has 

written to all State Medical Councils, banning conversion 

therapy and calling it a “professional misconduct”.  

ü Conversion therapy or reparative therapy refers to a range 

of practices that are falsely supposed to change an 

individual’s gender identity/ sexual orientation/ gender 

expression. 

ü These practices are used to target the youth of the LGBTQ+ 

community i.e. lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, 

intersex, asexual, etc.   

ü This therapy can include psychiatric treatment, 

psychosomatic drugs, electroshock therapy or even violence 

and exorcism. 

ü According to American Academy of Child and Adolescent 

Psychiatry, such therapies are based on the false premise 

that gender diverse identities and homosexuality are 

pathological. 

ü These practices are dangerous and discredited. It could lead 

to adverse effects like anxiety, trauma, drug abuse, 

depression or even suicide. 
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