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 1.  SINKING TOWN IN HIMALAYAS 

CONTEXT:       

Residents of the holy town of Joshimath in Uttarakhand have been concerned after spotting 

cracks in the town's buildings and streets, which they have described as the town "gradually 

sinking".  

JOSIMATH TOWN: 

ü Joshimath, a small town in Uttarakhand that was built on the site of an ancient 

landslide. 

ü Joshimath is a hilly town in Uttarakhand on the Rishikesh-Badrinath National 

Highway (NH-7).  

ü The city is a tourist destination because it serves as an overnight rest stop for visitors 

to Badrinath, Auli, Valley of Flowers, and Hemkund Sahib, among other important 

religious and tourist destinations in the state. Joshimath is also strategically important 

to the Indian military, as it is home to one of the Army's most important cantonments. 

ü The town is situated on a running ridge that is cut through by streams that descend 

steeply from Vishnuprayag, the point where the Dhauliganga and Alaknanda rivers 

converge.  

ü It has experienced a rapid growth in both construction and population in recent 

years.   

ü According to a report from 2022, there are numerous heavy layers of overburdened 

material covering the area near Joshimath. 

CAUSES: 

ü The town's geography is the main factor contributing to Joshimath's sinking. 

ü The landslide debris on which the city was built has a low bearing capacity and 

cannot support a high rate of construction.  

ü The slopes have become extremely unstable in the last few decades due to increased 

construction, hydroelectric projects, and the widening of the National Highway. 



ü Other factors contributing to the fate of the city include erosion brought on by streams 

flowing from Vishnuprayag and sliding along natural streams. Old landslide debris  

including boulders, gneissic rocks, and loose soil has covered the area's strewn rocks. 

ü A survey in 2022 found that these gneissic rocks are highly weathered, have a low 

cohesive value, and have a propensity for high pore pressure when saturated with 

water, especially during monsoons. 

 
  

 

2.  THE KALA AZAR 

CONTEXT:  

The Prime Minister has expressed his happiness on the declining cases of Kala Azar disease.  

ABOUT KALA-AZAR: 

ü Kala-azar is a slow progressing indigenous disease caused by a protozoan parasite of 

genus Leishmania 

ü In India Leishmania donovani is the only parasite causing this disease 

ü The parasite primarily infects reticuloendothelial system and may be found in 

abundance in bone marrow, spleen and liver.  

ü Post Kala-azar Dermal Leishmaniasis (PKDL) is a condition when Leishmania 

donovani invades skin cells, resides and develops there and manifests as dermal 

leisions.  

ü Some of the kala-azar cases manifests PKDL after a few years of treatment. Recently 

it is believed that PKDL may appear without passing through visceral stage.  

ü However, adequate data is yet to be generated on course of PKDL manifestation. 

CAUSES: 

ü It is caused due to chronic infection of the Reticuloendothelial system.  

ü The Infections range from asymptomatic to progressive symptomatic.  

ü In Kala Azar, the incubation period is usually 2-4 months.  

ü The patient becomes fatal after 6 months to 2 years if not treated properly. 



TYPES: 

ü Cutaneous leishmaniasis: This is another form of Kala-azar which results in skin 

lesions – mainly ulcers on the exposed parts of the body, which creates scars and 

serious disability. The lesions usually are painless but can be painful, particularly if 

open sores become infected with bacteria. Types of Cutaneous leishmaniasis: 

ü Mucosal Leishmaniasis: In this type of Cutaneous leishmaniasis, the infectin results 

from the dissemination of parasites from the skin to the naso-oropharyngeal mucosa. 

SYMPTOMS: 

ü Most common presentation of Kala Azar or VL is high grade fever with chills and 

rigors which may continue up to weeks; followed by massive splenomegaly and 

Hepatomegaly with abdomen distension and swelling of feet.  

ü It can also cause pigmentation of the skin. Kala Azar can mimic other febrile diseases 

like malaria, typhoid fever, TB and other fungal infections.  

ü People with immunosuppressed condition are highly vulnerable to Kala Azar. 

TREATMENT: 

ü Treatment of Kala Azar is done through liposomal AmB – this is the drug of choice 

for immunocompetent patients.  

ü There are other treatment options available such as paromomycin, miltefosin and 

multidrug therapy treatment. 

 

 

 3.  THE SAGOL KANGJEI 

CONTEXT:  

Part of Home Minister’s programme in Manipur was the inauguration of a 122-foot-tall statue 

of a polo player astride a Manipur Pony in Imphal. 



ABOUT SAGOL KANGJEI:      

ü Modern-day polo originated within the small northeast Indian state of Manipur in 

3100 BC, where it was played as sagol kangjei (sagol means pony and kangjei is a 

game of sticks).  

ü It was introduced by King Kangba who ordered his officers to play the game on 

horseback.  

ü Thus, his subordinates were the first one to play this game.  

ü It is considered to be one of the three types of hockey and the other two were Khong 

Kangjei (field hockey) and Mukna Kangjei (included both wrestling and hockey) 

which people used to play in those times.  

ü It is also called by other names such as 'Kanjai-bazee' and 'Pulu'.  

ü And thus, people from Manipur believed that Polo originated from Manipur whereas 

China and other countries also claim their right.  

ü The origin of polo in Manipur is also associated myth logically with a God of the 

Chenglei tribe that is Marjing to whom a similar structure of ancient polo with a strick 

along with the ball is offered in rituals.  

ü Even festivals in Manipur such as Lai Haraoba Festival shows a play sequence in 

which Maibi (priestess) with a polo stick in hand goes out in search of a bride.  

ü Manipuri Polo depicts the rich culture and heritage of the state. 

THE MANIPUR PONIES: 

ü The Manipur Ponies are referenced in records dating back to the 14th century. 

ü The Manipur Pony is one of five recognised equine breeds of India, and has a 

powerful cultural significance for Manipuri society.  

ü The Marjing Polo Complex has been developed as a way to conserve the Manipur 

Pony. 

ü The Manipur Pony features in mythological stories, and is celebrated in oral tradition, 

ballads, and rituals. Historically an 

important part of Manipuri armies, it 

is used only for cavalry, rituals, and 

sport, not for working as a draught 

animal. 



 

 

 4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

THE PRAVASI 

BHARATIYA 

DIVAS 

 
ü Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) Convention is the flagship 

event of the Government of India.  

ü It provides an important platform to engage and connect 

with the overseas Indians and to enable the diaspora to 

interact with each other. The 17th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 

Convention is being organized in partnership with the 

Madhya Pradesh Government in Indore.  

ü The theme of this PBD Convention is "Diaspora: Reliable 

partners for India’s progress in Amrit Kaal” 

ü 9th January was chosen as the day to celebrate PBD since it 

was on this day in 1915 that Mahatma Gandhi, the greatest 

Pravasi, returned to India from South Africa, led India’s 

freedom struggle and changed the lives of Indians forever. 

ü These are held once every two years. 

 
 

 

THE UN 

PEACEKEEPING 

FORCE 

 

ü The Prime Minister has expressed pride as Indian Army 

deploys its largest contingent of women peacekeepers in 

United Nation mission at Abyei, UNISFA.  

ü The United Nations Peacekeeping Forces are employed by 

the World Organization to maintain or re-establish peace in 

an area of armed conflict . 

ü The UN may engage in conflicts between states as well as 

in struggles within states.The UN acts as an impartial third 

party in order to prepare the ground for a settlement of the 

issues that have provoked armed conflict . 



ü If it proves impossible to achieve a peaceful settlement, the 

presence of UN forces may contribute to reducing the level 

of conflict. 

ü Peacekeeping by the United Nations is a role held by the 

Department of Peace Operations as “a unique and dynamic 

instrument developed by the organization as a way to help 

countries torn by conflict to create the conditions for lasting 

peace” 

ü Peacekeepers monitor and observe peace processes in post-

conflict areas and assist ex-combatants in implementing the 

peace agreements they may have signed. 

ü Such assistance comes in many forms, including 

confidence-building measures, power-sharing arrangements, 

electoral support, strengthening the rule of law, and 

economic and social development 

ü The United Nations Charter gives the United Nations 

Security Council the power and responsibility to take 

collective action to maintain international peace and 

security.  
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