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1. RECOMBINANT NASAL VACCINE 

CONTEXT:       

Bharat Biotech’s COVID-19 recombinant nasal vaccine has been approved by the Ministry of 

Health’s Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation for primary immunisation of those 

aged 18 years and above in emergency situations.  

ABOUT NASAL VACCINE: 

ü Vaccines are usually given through different routes, with the most common being 

injectable shots delivered into the muscles (intramuscular) or the tissue just between 

the skin and the muscles (subcutaneous).  

ü There are also other routes of delivery, especially in some vaccines for infants, that 

include administering the liquid solution orally instead of injecting. In the intranasal 

route, the vaccine is sprayed into the nostrils and inhaled. 

ü Many viruses, including the coronavirus, enter the body through mucosa — wet, 

squishy tissues that line the nose, mouth, lungs and digestive tract — triggering a 

unique immune response from cells and molecules there. 

ü Experts believe an intranasal vaccine can act against the virus from the time it tries to 

break the body’s barrier.  

ü Instead, intramuscular vaccines generally fail at eliciting this mucosal response, as 

they rely on immune cells mobilised from elsewhere in the body flocking to the site of 

infection. 

WORKING OF NASAL VACCINE: 

ü In the case of both delivery routes, vaccines trigger a response in the blood. 

ü B cells, for example, would churn out antibodies – including a particularly potent 

disease-fighter called IgG – to roam the body in search of the virus. Other cells, called 

T cells, would either help B cells produce antibodies or seek out and destroy the 

infected cells. 

ü But vaccines that are injected through the nose or mouth also tap into another set of 

immune cells that hang around mucosal tissues. The B cells that reside there can make 

another type of antibody, called IgA, that plays a key role in destroying the airway 

pathogens.  



ü In addition, the T cells that are residing nearby will be able to memorise the pathogens 

that it encountered and will lifelong scout the areas where these were first 

encountered. 

 

 

 

 
2. INDIA-BANGLADESH TRADE RELATIONS 

CONTEXT:  

Following a meeting with the visiting Prime Minister of Bangladesh Sheikh Hasina, Prime 

Minister said India and Bangladesh will soon commence negotiations on a Bilateral 

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA). 

TRADE RELATIONS: 

ü In 2021-22, Bangladesh has emerged as the largest trade partner for India in South 

Asia and the fourth largest destination for Indian exports worldwide.  

ü Exports to Bangladesh grew more than 66 per cent from $9.69 billion in FY 2020-21 

to $16.15 billion in FY 2021-22. 

ü India is Bangladesh’s second biggest trade partner, and its largest export market in 

Asia. Despite Covid-19 related disruptions, bilateral trade grew at an unprecedented 

rate of almost 44 per cent from $10.78 billion in 2020-21 to $18.13 billion in 2021-22. 

ü India’s main exports to Bangladesh are raw cotton, non-retail pure cotton yarn, and 

electricity, and its main imports from the country are pure vegetable oils, non-knit 

men’s suits, and textile scraps. 

CEPA: 

ü It is a free trade agreement between two countries 

ü Covers negotiation on the trade in services and investment, and other areas of 

economic partnership such as trade facilitation and customs cooperation, competition, 

and Intellectual Property Rights. 

ü The CEPA is likely to focus on trade in goods, services, and investment, with a key 

objective being the reduction of the trade gap between the two countries.  



ü As Bangladesh prepares to graduate into a developing nation by 2026 — after which 

it may no longer qualify for trade benefits that it currently enjoys as a least -developed 

country — it is keen to clinch the CEPA in a year. 

EXISTING FRAMEWORKS ON TRADE AND INVESTMENT: 

ü During the visit of Prime Minister to Bangladesh in June 2015, the bilateral trade 

agreement between the two countries was renewed for a period of five years with a 

provision for auto renewal. 

ü Under the provisions of the South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA), Bangladesh 

extends preferential tariffs to Indian exports of products outside the ‘sensitive list’ of 

993 items. In 2011, India announced duty-free, quota-free access to Bangladesh for all 

tariff lines except tobacco and alcohol.  

ü An Agreement on Promotion and Protection of Investments has been in force since 

2011. Joint Interpretative Notes to the agreement were signed during the visit of the 

Indian Finance Minister to Bangladesh in 2017. 

ü To facilitate trade and transit through inland waterways, a Protocol on Inland 

Waterways Trade and Transit (PIWTT) has been in place since 1972. The PIWTT too 

was renewed for a period of five years with a provision for auto renewal during 

Modi’s visit to Bangladesh in 2015. The protocol allows the movement of goods by 

barges/ vessels on eight routes between points in India and Bangladesh, as well as 

between points in India through Bangladesh. 

ü Direct sea movement of containerized/ bulk/ dry cargo began after the signing of a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) on Coastal Shipping in 2015. This has 

reduced the shipping time between India and Bangladesh from 30-40 days to 7-10 

days, and has the potential to emerge as an economical mode of transportation for 

business communities on both sides. 

ü MoUs were signed in 2015 on the use of the Chittagong and Mongla Ports for 

Movement of Goods to and from India. 

ü The MoU on Border Haats on the India-Bangladesh border was renewed in 2017 

during the visit of Prime Minister Hasina to India. Currently, four Border Haats — 

two each in Meghalaya (Kalaichar and Balat) and Tripura (Srinagar and Kamalasagar) 

— are functional. Work on setting up two more haats on the Tripura-Bangladesh 

border and four on the Meghalaya-Bangladesh border is under way. The two sides 

have also decided to identify locations for another six Border Haats. 



 

3. THE POSHAN ABHIYAAN 

CONTEXT:  

Less than half the funds set aside for the POSHAN Abhiyaan have been utilised by India’s 

states, according to the fourth progress report released by the NITI Aayog. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE NITI AAYOG REPORT: 

ü More than half the funds (60 per cent) remained unutilised until March 31, 2020. 

ü Only three states had used more than 50 per cent of their POSHAN Abhiyaan funds 

between 2017-2018 and 2018-2019. This improved marginally to 12 between 2017-

2019 and FY 2019-2020. 

ü Nagaland (87 per cent), Meghalaya 

(78 per cent), Sikkim (71 per cent), 

Mizoram (67 per cent) and 

Lakshadweep (65 per cent) had 

utilised the maximum proportion of 

funds by the end of 2019-2020. 

ü Punjab (22 per cent), Puducherry 

(22 per cent), Tripura (16 per cent), 

Arunachal Pradesh (9 per cent) and 

Odisha (8 per cent) were the poorest 

performers. 

ü The amount of funds being utilised 

improved across most states and 

UTs — 30 of 35. It decreased in 

Telangana, Mizoram, Daman and 

Diu, Dadra and Nagar Haveli and 

Puducherry. 

FIVE KEY ELEMENTS OF POSHAN 

ABHIYAAN 

· Deliver a high impact package of 

interventions in the first 1,000 days 

of a child’s life 

· Strengthen the delivery of these 

interventions through technology 

and management 

· Improve the capacity of frontline 

workers 

· Facilitate cross-sectoral convergence 

to address the multi-dimensional 

nature of malnutrition. 

· Enhance behaviour change and 

community mobilisation 

 



ü Poshan Abhiyaan (National Nutrition Mission) is aimed at improving the nutritional 

status of Children from 0-6 years, Adolescent Girls, Pregnant Women and Lactating 

Mothers in a time bound manner during the next three years beginning 2017-18. 

ü The Abhiyan aims to achieve convergence with various programmes i.e., Anganwadi 

Services, Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana, Jan ani Suraksha Yojana, National 

Health Mission, Swachh-Bharat Mission, Public Distribution System, Mahatma 

Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme. 

ü It focuses on reducing stunting, under-nutrition and anaemia in women and 

adolescents through direct cash transfers is a massive step towards eradicating 

malnutrition. 

ü Cash transfers under the mission provide an additional support to the family income. 

 
 

 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

THE RAMAN 

MAGSAYSAY 

AWARD 

 

ü The Ramon Magsaysay Award is a prestigious honour 

bestowed upon many prominent Asians over the years. 

However, now former Kerala health minister KK Shailaja 

has declined the nomination for it. 

ü The award, named after the former president, is considered 

Asia’s version of the Nobel prize.  

ü It was established in 1957 by trustees of the Rockefeller 

Brothers Fund and the Philippine government to honour 

Magsaysay’s example of integrity in governance and 

idealism in a democratic society. 

ü The first award was given out in 1958.  

ü In the 64 years since it has been given to more than 300 

organisations and individuals for the betterment of Asia. 

 

ABOUT POSHAN ABHIYAN: 



 

 

SOVEREIGN 

CREDIT RATING 

 

ü Moody’s Investors Service announced its decision to retain 

India’s sovereign credit rating at ‘Baa3’, the lowest 

investment grade, and persist with its “stable” outlook on 

the nation. 

ü The impact of the Russia-Ukraine conflict, higher inflation 

and tightening global financial conditions are unlikely to 

derail India's economic recovery from the pandemic. 

ü Principal credit challenges include low per capita income, 

high general government debt, low debt affordability and 

limited government effectiveness.  
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