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1. NATIONAL CLEAN AIR 

PROGRAMME 

CONTEXT:       

Union Ministry of Environment, 

Forest and Climate Change 

organized 3rd International Day of 

Clean Air for blue skies as ‘Swachh 

Vayu Diwas (“Swachh Vayu Neel 

Gagan”) to raise awareness and 

facilitate actions to improve air 

quality under National Clean Air 

Programme (NCAP). 

NATIONAL CLEAN AIR 

PROGRAMME:         

ü National Clean Air 

Programme aims at improving 

air quality by reducing 

Particulate Matter 

concentrations by 20-30% in 

131 cities in the country.  

ü It includes 123 Non-

Attainment Cities (NAC) 

which exceed the National 

Ambient Air Quality 

Standards (NAAQS) for 5 

consecutive years and 42 

Million Plus Population 

Cities/Urban Agglomerations. 

34 cities are common in both 

categories. 

STEPS TAKEN 

· Notification of National Ambient Air 

Quality Standards and sector specific 

emission and effluent standards for 

industries; 

· Setting up of monitoring network for 

assessment of ambient air quality; 

· Introduction of cleaner gaseous fuels like 

CNG, LPG etc and ethanol blending; 

· Launching of National Air Quality Index 

(AQI); 

· Universalization of BS- IV for vehicles by 

2017; 

· Leapfrogging from BS-IV to BS-VI 

standards for vehicles by 1st April, 2020; 

· Banning of burning of biomass; 

· promotion of public transport network; 

· Pollution Under Control Certificate; 

· issuance of directions under Air 

(Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 

1981; 

· installation of on-line continuous (24x7) 

monitoring devices by 17 highly polluting 

industrial sectors; 

· ban on bursting of sound emitting crackers 

between 10 PM to 6 AM; 

· notification of graded response action plan 

for Delhi and NCR identifying source wise 

actions for various levels of air pollution, 

etc. 

 



ü 131 cities of the country have developed City Action Plans and Micro Action Plans to 

address various sources contributing to poor air quality such as vehicles, road dust, 

construction, industries, thermal power plants, burning of waste, Construction and 

Demolition Waste, etc.  

ü Reporting and monitoring of physical and financial progress of action plans is done 

through PRANA portal (Portal for Regulation of Air Pollution in Non-attainment 

Cities). 

GOAL: 

ü Goal of NCAP is to meet the prescribed annual average ambient air quality standards 

at all locations in the country in a stipulated timeframe.  

ü The tentative national level target of 20%–30% reduction of PM2.5 and 

PM10 concentration by 2024 is proposed under the NCAP taking 2017 as the base 

year for the comparison of concentration. 

 

 

 
2. INDO-PACIFIC ECONOMIC FORUM 

CONTEXT:  

Union Minister to attend Indo-Pacific 

Economic Forum (IPEF) Ministerial 

meeting. 

IPEF:    

ü Indo-Pacific Economic 

Framework for 

Prosperity (IPEF) is an economic 

initiative launched by United 

States President Joe Biden. 

ü The proposed economic bloc has 

13 members so far and more 

countries are expected to join. 

BENEFITS TO INDIA 

· First, IPEF gives India an opportunity 

to be part of the value chain in the Asia-

Pacific region after it exited the RCEP 

trade deal in 2019.  

· Second, it also takes care of India’s 

concern of China being part of RCEP. 

The IPEF by design excludes China. 

· Third, it presents an opportunity to 

concretize India’s position as a 

responsible and robust economic 

power in the world order. 

 



Apart from the four Quad members, IPEF includes Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia, 

South Korea, Malaysia, New Zealand, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and 

Vietnam. 

ü Aimed to enhance resilience, sustainability, inclusiveness, economic growth, fairness, 

and competitiveness in the Indo-Pacific region. 

ü The IPEF was launched with a dozen initial partners who together represent 40% of 

the world GDP. 

THEMES: 

The four themes of the proposed IPEF are, 

ü Fair and resilient trade 

ü Supply chain resilience 

ü Infrastructure, clean energy, and decarbonization 

ü Tax and anti-corruption. 

 

 

3. INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN RUPEES 

CONTEXT:  

The Finance Ministry was scheduled to meet with stakeholders including banks and the 

Ministries of External Affairs and Commerce to discuss ways to promote international trade 

in rupee instead of the United States dollar. 

BACKGROUND: 

ü Earlier, the RBI issued a circular saying it had decided to put in place an additional 

arrangement for invoicing, payment, and settlement of exports/ imports in INR.  

ü The idea, the RBI said, was to promote growth of global trade with emphasis on 

exports from India and to support the increasing interest of global trading community 

in INR. 



ü While the move to allow trade settlements between India and other countries in rupees 

was seen to primarily benefit trading with Russia, it was also expected to help check 

dollar outflow and slow the depreciation of the rupee.  

HOW DOES IT WORKS? 

ü To settle trade transactions with any country, banks in India would open Vostro 

accounts of correspondent bank/s of the partner country for trading. Indian importers 

can pay for their imports in INR into these accounts.  

ü These earnings from imports can then be used to pay Indian exporters in INR. 

ü A Vostro  account is an account that a correspondent bank holds on behalf of another 

bank — for example, HSBC Vostro account is held by SBI in India. 

CURRENT SYSTEM: 

ü Currently, exports or imports by a company are always in a foreign currency, with 

exceptions such as Nepal and Bhutan. So, in case of imports, the Indian company has 

to pay in a foreign currency, which is mainly dollars, but could also be pounds, euros, 

or yen, etc. 

ü The Indian company gets paid in foreign currency in case of exports and the company 

converts that foreign currency to rupee since it needs rupee for its requirements in 

most of the cases. 

 

 

 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

THE SOLAR-

POWERED UAV 

 

ü China’s first fully solar-powered unmanned aerial vehicle 

has successfully completed its maiden test flight with all 

onboard systems functioning optimally. 

ü The drone is a large machine powered entirely by solar 

panels. The high-altitude, long-endurance (HALE) UAV 



can stay airborne for long durations.  

ü Named the Qimingxing-50, or Morning Star-50, this drone 

flies above 20-km altitude where there is stable airflow with 

no clouds.  

ü This helps these drones to make the maximum use of solar 

equipment to stay functional for extended durations.  

 

KARTAVYA 

PATH 

 

ü Offices and departments located in the New Delhi district 

will remain shut, and officials will be asked to work from 

home, as the inauguration of the Central Vista Avenue, 

which is expected to be renamed to Kartavya Path. 

ü The project aims to renovate and redevelop 86 acres of land 

in Lutyens’s Delhi. 

ü In this, the landmark structures of the government, 

including Parliament House, Rashtrapati Bhavan, India 

Gate, North Block and South Block, etc. stand. 

ü This project has three main parts: 

· New parliament building 

· New secretariat complex to bring all the central govt 

ministries in one place 

· Development of the Rajghat and the area around it 

ü This project will involve demolition of some non-heritage 

buildings in the area, and construction of new buildings in 

place of them. 
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