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  1.  LAND SUBSIDENCE 

CONTEXT:       

Joshimath has been declared a landslide-subsidence zone and over 60 families living in 

damaged houses in the sinking town have been evacuated to temporary relief centres.  

LAND SUBSIDENCE AND ITS CAUSES:    

ü Subsidence is a gradual settling or sudden sinking of the Earth’s surface due to 

removal or displacement of subsurface earth materials.  

ü Subsidenc

e is most 

often 

caused by 

the 

removal of 

water, oil, 

natural 

gas, or 

mineral 

resources out of the ground by pumping, fracking, or mining activities. This feature 

can also be caused by natural events such as earthquakes, soil compaction, erosion 

and sinkhole formation. 

ü Subsidence can also be caused by natural events such as earthquakes, soil 

compaction, glacial isostatic adjustment, erosion, sinkhole formation, and adding 

water to fine soils deposited by wind (a natural process known as loess deposits). 

Subsidence can happen over very large areas like whole states or provinces, or very 

small areas like the corner of your yard.  

ü In India, the main cause of subsidence is the unregulated pumping of groundwater and 

the rapid pace of urbanisation. 



ü Such is the severity of land subsidence that experts estimate that by 2040, land 

subsidence will affect eight per cent of the world’s surface and an approximate 1.2 

billion people living in 21 per cent of the major cities across the globe. 

ü It is also said that land subsidence will impact Asia more than other parts of the 

world.  

ü With 86 per cent of the Asian population exposed to effects of land subsidence, about 

$8.17 trillion is potentially at stake. 

EFFECTS OF LAND SUBSIDENCE: 

ü Land subsidence can cause the settlement of clay on the upper levels — leading to 

damage of infrastructure (roads, bridges) and flooding due to ineffective drainage 

systems of the city.  

ü It could impact houses and other infrastructure, making them weaker, and also lead to 

the weakening of foundations or develop cracks in the buildings (exactly what is 

happening in Joshimath). 

ü This phenomenon can also cause earthquakes in the area. Land subsidence can be 

very serious. A 2014 report had stated that land subsidence had caused a loss of 

around $.15 billion in China. 

 

 

 

 

 
2.  THE 17TH  EDITION OF PRAVASI 

BHARATIYA DIVAS 

CONTEXT:  

Prime Minister will inaugurate the 17th edition of the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas convention 

in Madhya Pradesh's Indore city.  

MORE ON NEWS: 

ü The PBD Convention will have five thematic Plenary sessions 

ü Role of Diaspora Youth in Innovations and new Technologies. 

SUBSIDENCE IN ASIA: 



ü Role of Indian Diaspora in promoting Indian Healthcare Eco-system in Amrit Kaal: 

Vision @2047. 

ü Leveraging the soft power of India – Goodwill through craft, cuisine & creativity. 

ü Enabling global mobility of Indian workforce – Role of Indian Diaspora. 

ü Harnessing the potential of diaspora entrepreneurs towards an inclusive approach to 

nation-building.  

ABOUT THE PRAVASI BHARATIYA DIVAS: 

ü The Pravasi Bharatiya Divas is celebrated on January 9 to mark the arrival of 

Mahatma Gandhi in Mumbai from South Africa on that day in 1915. 

ü Since 2015, the convention is being organised every two years to mark the 

contribution of overseas Indian community to the development of the nation. 

ü The Centre has organised the 17th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas convention in partnership 

with the Madhya Pradesh government. 

ü The theme of the PBD convention is 'Diaspora: Reliable partners for India's progress 

in Amrit Kaal'. 

PRAVASI BHARATIYA SAMMAN AWARDS: 

ü Another important aspect of PBD is the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Awards.  

ü The Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Awards are a prestigious honor bestowed upon non-

resident Indians (NRIs) and people of Indian origin (PIOs) who have made significant 

contributions to their respective fields and have also promoted India’s interests 

abroad.  

ü The Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Awards are presented annually on January 9th, which 

is celebrated as the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (Indian Diaspora Day) in India.  

ü The awards were initiated in 2003 by the Government of India to recognize the 

achievements and contributions of NRIs and PIOs in various fields such as education, 

science and technology, arts and culture, social work, public service, trade and 

industry, and philanthropy. 

ü The Pravasi Bharatiya Samman Awards are presented by the President of India in a 

grand ceremony held at the Rashtrapati Bhavan (Presidential Palace) in New Delhi.  

 

 



3.  FOREIGN UNIVERSITIES SETTING UP 
CAMPUSES IN INDIA 

CONTEXT:  

Foreign universities and educational institutions could soon be allowed to set up campuses in 

India as per the draft regulations made public by the University Grants Commission. 

PROPOSED REGULATION OF UGC: 

ü The University Grants Commission (UGC) announced the draft regulations for 

‘Setting up and Operation of Campuses of Foreign Higher Educational Institutions in 

India’ and invited feedback from stakeholders. 

ü The proposal allows a foreign university among the top 500 global rankings or a 

foreign educational institution of repute in its home jurisdiction to apply to the UGC 

to set up a campus in India.  

ü Such a campus can evolve their own admission process and criteria to admit domestic 

and foreign students.  

ü It will also have autonomy to decide its fee structure, and will face no caps that are 

imposed on Indian institutions.  

ü The fee should be “reasonable and transparent”.  

ü It will also have autonomy to recruit faculty and staff from India and abroad. 

However, such universities and colleges cannot offer any such programme of study 

which jeopardises the national interest of India or the standards of higher education in 

India.  

ü They will also be allowed cross-border movement of funds. 

THE UNIVERSITY GRANTS COMMISSION: 

ü The University Grants Commission is a statutory organization established by an Act 

of Parliament in 1956. 

ü Aim and Role: To provide funds to universities and coordinate, determine & maintain 

the ethics in institutions of higher education. The commission upholds the 

universities', government's, and community's interpretations. 

ü Meeting of the Commission: The Commission shall convene at such times and places 

as may be prescribed by regulations made under this Act, and shall follow such rules 

of procedure in regard to the conduct of business at its sessions. 



ü The Commission shall consist of a Chairman, a Vice-Chairman, and 10 other 

members, to be appointed by the Central Government. 

ü Eligibility: The Chairman will be selected from among those who are not officers of 

the federal or state governments. 

ü 2 members: From among the officers of the Central Government to represent that 

government; 

ü Not less than 4 members shall be chosen from among persons who are, at the time of 

their election, university professors. 

 

   4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

NEW DARK BOA 

SPECIES 

DISCOVERED 

 

ü A new species of dwarf boa has been discovered in the 

upper Amazon basin. 

ü The snake from the Tropidophiidae family was found in the 

cloud forest in northeastern Ecuador and was up to 20 

centimetres long.  

ü Tropidophis cacuangoae can be identified from other 

reptiles in the same genus based on its external features and 

bone structure. 

ü The species inhabits eastern tropical piedmont and lower 

evergreen montane forests in the Amazon tropical rainforest 

biome and the researchers suspect it to be an Ecuadorian 

endemic.  

 
 

SUCCESS OF 

MONTREAL 

 

ü The successful phasing out of banned substances as 

envisioned by the Montreal Protocol has set the stage for a 



PROTOCOL complete recovery of the ozone layer by the 2060s, a United 

Nations-backed panel of experts said. 

ü The first ozone hole was discovered in the stratospheric 

layers over the Antarctic in 1985, which allowed harmful 

ultraviolet (UV) radiation to pass into the lowest layer of the 

Earth’s atmosphere (troposphere). 

ü UV radiation is linked with health hazards such as skin 

cancer, cataracts and other conditions in the eye and 

reduced immunity. 

ü The Montreal Protocol enforced in 1989 called for a ban on 

the use and trade of 100 ozone-depleting substances (ODS), 

and 99 per cent of these have been successfully phased out.  
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