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1.  QS WORLD UNIVERSITY RANKING  

CONTEXT:                            

The Indian Institute of Science (IISc) in Bangalore emerged as the best higher education 

institution in India, ranking 155th globally in the latest edition of the Quacquarelli 

Symonds (QS) World University Rankings (WUR). IISc has witnessed a massive jump of 31 

positions in its rank in comparison to last year.  

MORE ON NEWS:            

ü The 19th edition of the 

ranking featured a total of 41 

Indian Universities.  

ü Of them, 27 were featured in 

the top 1000.  

ü Last year, 22 Indian institutes 

were placed among the top 

1000.  

ü As many as six of these 27 

universities found place 

within 300 but only three 

made it to the top 200, like 

last year. 

INDIAN INSTITUTES: 

ü The two other institutions that 

made it to the top 200 from 

India were the Indian Institute of Technology in Bombay (IIT-B) and Delhi (IIT-

D).  

ü While IIT-B secured 172nd rank globally,  rising five places from last year, IIT-D 

placed at 174th rank, up 11 places since last year.  

INDICATORS: 

ü As many as six indicators were used to determine the QS world university rankings 

2023.  

QS RANKING 

ü Quacquarelli Symonds(QS)is a UK Based 

think-tank . 

ü The QS World University Rankings is 

an annual publication of university 

rankings which comprises the global 

overall and subject rankings (which name 

the world’s top universities for the study 

of 51 different subjects  

ü It is the most-widely read university 

rankings in the world. 

ü It currently leads the higher education 

industry with consistent innovation and 

growth, progressively affecting the way 

students and institutions engage.  

 



ü They included academic reputation, employer reputation, faculty/student ratio, 

citations per faculty, international students ratio and international faculty ratio.  

 

 

2. DRAFT AMENDMENTS TO THE IT RULES 

CONTEXT:  

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has published a fresh 

draft of amendments to the Information Technology Rules, 2021, which proposes the 

creation of government-appointed appeal committees that will be able to veto content-

moderation decisions taken by social media intermediaries like Facebook, Twitter and 

YouTube.  

PROPOSED AMENDMENTS: 

ü The draft proposes to create government-appointed appeal committees that will be 

empowered to review and possibly reverse content moderation decisions taken by 

social media companies.  

ü The Central Government shall constitute one or more Grievance Appellate 

Committees, which shall consist of a Chairperson and such other Members, as the 

Central Government may, by notification in the Official Gazette, appoint.  

ü What it essentially means is that in case a user is not satisfied with the content 

moderation decision taken by a company’s grievance officer , they can appeal that 

decision before the proposed government-appointed appeals committee. Every order 

passed by the Grievance Appellate Committee shall be complied with by the 

concerned intermediary. Currently, the only recourse a user has against 

companies’ content decisions is to approach the courts. 

ü The new proposal also suggests placing additional responsibilities on grievance 

officers appointed by social media companies. It says that if a user complains about 

content which is “patently false”, infringes copyright, and threatens the integrity of 

India, among other things, a grievance officer will have to expeditiously address it 

within 72 hours. Under current rules, grievance officers have 15 days to act on and 

dispose of users’ complaints. 



 

3. MSP FOR KHARIF CROPS 

CONTEXT:  

The Union Cabinet raised the minimum support price (MSP) for paddy by ₹�100 a quintal 

for the Kharif season of 2022-23. The rates for 14 crops have been increased in the range of 

4% to 8%. 

ABOUT MSP: 

ü MSP is the rate at which the government buys grains from farmers. 

ü The MSP is the rate at which the government purchases crops from farmers, and 

is based on a calculation of at least one-and-a-half times the cost of production 

incurred by the farmers. 

ü The MSP is fixed twice a year on the recommendations of the Commission for 

Agricultural Costs and Prices (CACP), which is a statutory body and submits 

separate reports recommending prices for kharif and rabi seasons. 

CROPS COVERED UNDER MSP: 

Crops covered by MSPs include: 

ü 7 types of cereals (paddy, wheat, maize, bajra, jowar, ragi and barley), 

ü 5 types of pulses (chana, arhar/tur, urad, moong and masur), 

ü 7 oilseeds (rapeseed-mustard, groundnut, soyabean, sunflower, sesamum, safflower, 

nigerseed), 

ü 4 commercial crops (cotton, sugarcane, copra, raw jute) 

FACTORS TAKEN FOR DECIDING MSP: 

ü The demand and supply of a commodity; 

ü Its cost of production; 

ü The market price trends (both domestic and international); 

ü Inter-crop price parity; 

ü The terms of trade between agriculture and non-agriculture (that is, the ratio of 

prices of farm inputs and farm outputs); 



ü A minimum of 50 per cent as the margin over the cost of production; and 

the likely implications of an MSP on consumers of that product. 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

ZAFAR MAHAL 

 

ü Zafar Mahal, in Mehrauli village, in South Delhi, India, is 

considered as the last monumental structure built as a 

summer palace during the fading years of 

the Mughal era.  

ü The building has two components namely, the Mahal or 

the palace, which was built first by Akbar Shah II in the 

18th century, and the entrance gate that was 

reconstructed in the 19th century by Bahadur Shah 

Zafar II, popularly known as "Zafar" (the nom de plume of 

Bahadur Shah II) meaning ‘Victory’.  

ü It has a forlorn history because Bahadur Shah Zafar, who 

wished to be buried in the precincts of the Zafar Mahal 

(palace) and the famous Dargah of Khwaja Qutubuddin 

Bakhtiar Kaki in Mehrauli, Delhi, was deported by 

the British to Rangoon, after the First War of Indian 

Independence in 1857. 

 

 

LOGISTICS 

AGREEMENT 

 

ü India and Vietnam signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) on mutual logistics support. 

ü India has signed several logistics agreements including all 

Quad countries, France, Singapore and South Korea 

beginning with the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of 

Agreement with the U.S. in 2016. 

ü Logistics agreements are administrative arrangements 

facilitating access to military facilities for exchange of 

fuel and provisions on mutual agreement simplifying 



logistical support and increasing operational turnaround of 

the military when operating away from India. 

 

CAQM 

 

ü The Commission for Air Quality Management (CAQM) 

was established as a statutory body by the government in 

2021 as an overarching body to carry out air quality 

management in Delhi NCR. 

ü The Commission basically aims at better coordination, 

research, identification, and resolution of problems 

related to air quality in NCR and adjoining areas. 

Adjoining areas refer to areas in the neighbouring states of 

NCR namely, Punjab, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and 

Rajasthan. 

ü The CAQM has replaced the Environment Pollution 

(Prevention and Control) Authority (EPCA) which was 

appointed by the SC and had been active for 22 years. 

ü The Commission is chaired by a Chairperson who should 

be a person with experience of not less than 15 years in 

the field of environmental protection and pollution 

control or having administrative experience of not less 

than 25 years. 
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