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1. THE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX 

CONTEXT:       

India has ranked 132 of 191 countries on the 2021/22 Human Development Index (HDI), a 

report by United Nation Development Program (UNDP).  

HIGHLIGHTS: 

ü A combination of the COVID-19 pandemic, Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and climate 

crises has dragged down the human development score in 90 per cent of the countries. 

ü UNDP says the ranking cannot be comparable as in 2020, the HDI was measured for 

189 countries, and this year, the value has been calculated for 191 countries.  

ü It also said India’s latest rank reflects global trend as 9 out of 10 countries have fallen 

backward in human development in the face of multiple crises like Covid-19, the war 

in Ukraine and dangerous planetary changes. 

ü For the first time, human development has declined for two years in a row, with 90  

percent of the countries registering a decline in their HDI value in 2020 or 2021. At 

the same time, it acknowledged that compared to 2019, the impact of inequality on 

human development is lower in India. 

ABOUT HDI:     

ü HDI measures progress on three key dimensions of human development — a long and 

healthy life, access to education, and a decent standard of living.  

ü It is calculated using four indicators — life expectancy at birth, mean years of 

schooling, expected years of schooling and the Gross National 

Income (GNI) per capita. 

INDIA’S HDI: 

ü Drop in HDI from 0.645 in 2019 to 0.633 in 2021 can be attributed to falling life 

expectancy — 69.7 to 67.2 years.  

ü India’s expected years of schooling stand at 11.9 years, and the mean years of 

schooling are at 6.7 years.  

ü The GNI per capita level is $6,590. 

 



 
2. THE 103RD AMENDMENT ACT 

CONTEXT:  

A Constitution Bench of the Supreme Court, hearing petitions against the 10 per cent quota 

for Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) in government jobs and admissions, will examine 

whether the Constitution (103rd Amendment) Act, by which it was introduced, violates the 

basic structure of the Constitution.               

ABOUT 103RD AMENDMENT:  

ü The 103rd Amendment 

inserts Articles 15 (6) and 16 

(6) in the Constitution to 

provide up to 10% 

reservation to EWS other 

than backward classes, SCs 

and STs in higher educational 

institutions and initial 

recruitment in government 

posts. 

ü By this, new clause (6) was 

introduced in Articles 15 and 

16. 

ü Article 15(6) empowers 

states to make special 

provision for advancement of any EWS other than those mentioned in clauses (4) and 

(5) and to make a special provision on their admission to educational institutions — 

including aided or unaided private — other than the minority educational institutions 

referred to in clause (1) of Article 30. This will be in addition to existing reservation 

and subject to a maximum of 10 per cent of the total seats in each category. 

ü Article 16 (6) empowers the State to make any provision for reservation of 

appointments or posts in favour of any EWS other than classes mentioned in clause 

(4), in addition to the existing reservation and subject to a maximum of 10 per cent of 

the posts in each category. 

BASIC STRUCTURE OF THE 

CONSTITUTION 

· The doctrine of the basic structure holds 

that there is a basic structure to the Indian 

Constitution, and the Parliament of India 

cannot amend the basic features. 

· It was in the Kesanvnda Bharati vs State of 

Kerala case, the Constitutional Bench of 

the Supreme Court ruled by a 7-6 verdict 

that Parliament could amend any part of 

the Constitution so long as it did not alter 

or amend the basic structure or essential 

features of the Constitution. 

 



REASON FOR CHALLENGING 103RD AMENDMENT: 

ü The amendments are ultra vires as they alter the basic structure of the Constitution.  

ü They argue that the amendments run contrary to the dictum in the majority judgment, 

in the 1992 case Indra Sawhney & Ors. V. Union of India, that a backward class 

cannot be determined only and exclusively with reference to economic criterion. 

ü The reservation of 10 per cent of vacancies, in available vacancies/posts, in open 

competition on the basis of economic criterion will exclude all other classes of those 

above the demarcating line of such ten per cent seats. 

  

 

 

3. THE STATUE OF NETAJI SUBHAS CHANDRA BOSE 

CONTEXT:  

A 28-ft black granite statue of Subhas Chandra Bose was unveiled by Prime Minister at India 

Gate. The statue is placed under the Grand Canopy of the monument and has been 

inaugurated along with the Kartavya Path, formerly known as Rajpath. 

ABOUT NETAJI:  

ü Subhas Chandra 

Bose was born 

on January 23, 

1897, in 

Cuttack, Orissa. 

ü His father 

Janaki Nath 

Bose was a 

famous lawyer 

and his mother’s 

name was 

Prabhavati Devi. 

ABOUT THE STATUE 

· The grand statue of Netaji being unveiled has been 

carved from a monolithic block of granite weighing 280 

MT.  

· After 26,000 man hours of intense artistic endeavor, the 

granite monolith was chiseled to produce a statue 

weighing 65 MT.  

· The statue is completely hand sculpted using traditional 

techniques and modern tools.  

· The team of sculptors for executing the statue was led 

by Shri. Arun Yogiraj.  



ü He was the ninth child among fourteen siblings. 

ü Subhash Chandra Bose was twice elected President of the Indian National Congress, 

(1938-Haripur and 1939-Tripuri). 

ü He resigned from the Congress Presidentship in 1939 and organised the All India 

Forward Bloc a faction within the Congress in Bengal. 

ü In 1919, he had cleared the Indian Civil Services (ICS) examination. Bose, however, 

resigned later. 

ü He was highly influenced by Vivekananda’s teachings and considered him as his 

spiritual Guru. 

ü His political mentor was Chittaranjan Das. 

ü Bose authored the book ‘The Indian Struggle’ which covers the Indian independence 

movement from 1920 to 1942. The book was banned by the British government. 

ü He coined the term ‘Jai Hind’. His charisma and powerful personality inspired many 

people into the freedom struggle and continues to inspire Indians. He was called 

Netaji. 

 

 

 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

CYBORG 

COCKROACHES 

 

ü An international team of researchers led by Japan’s 

scientific institution, RIKEN’s Cluster for Pioneering 

Research (CPR), have devised a system that can create 

cyborg cockroaches, that are part insect and part machine.  

ü They claim that these insects, whose movements are 

controlled by tiny integrated circuits, will be able to conduct 

surveillance in procedures like urban search and rescue, 

environmental monitoring and inspection of areas 

dangerous to humans. 

 



 

THE KOH-I-

NOOR DIAMOND 

 

ü The Koh-i-Noor is arguably the most famous diamond in 

the world.  

ü The 105.6 carat dazzling ‘Mountain of Light’, with 

controversial origins, is now one of 2,800 diamonds, along 

with sapphires other precious stones, in the Britain 

monarch’s crown crafted in 1937.  

ü It was Queen Elizabeth II’s, until her death. 

ü The prestigious crown will now reportedly go to Queen 

Camilla, as she will be crowned, when she takes her place 

alongside King Charles III in his coronation.  
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