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1.  THE GOVERNOR –  GOVERNMENT 
TUSSLE

 

CONTEXT:       

The governor-government tussle in Tamil Nadu blew up in the assembly after CM  objected 

to governor RN Ravi skipping portions of an “approved” speech and tabled a resolution 

against him. 

THE TUSSLE: 

ü The Constitution of India is very clear on the role and responsibility of the Governor.  

ü He is the executive head of state and is the nominee of the President of India. 

ü Governor is the constitutional head of the state as well as the vital link between the 

Union and State government  

ü In various instances, it is observed that the Governor flags an issue that the state 

government is not acting in accordance with the set procedure and the Constitution. 

ü And, the Government of the day in various states also holds such views against the 

Governor. This often flares up debates and causes flash points in the relationship 

between the Governor and the State Government. 

TO RESOLVE THE CONFLICT: 

The Administrative Reforms Commission (1968): 

ü President’s rule- It recommended that the report of the governor regarding the 

President's rule has to be objective and also the governor should exercise his own 

judgment in this regard.  

Rajamannar Committee (1971) Role of Governor: 

ü The Rajamannar Committee stressed that the Governor of the state should not 

consider himself as an agent of the centre but play his role as the constitutional head 

of the State.  

Sarkaria Commission recommendations- 1983: 

ü Hung assembly- It provided the order of preference the Governor should follow in 

selecting a CM in such a situation: 



· An alliance of parties that was formed prior to the elections.  

· The single largest party staking a claim to form the government with the support of 

others, including independents.  

· A post-electoral coalition of parties, with all the partners in the coalition joining the 

government.  

· A post-electoral alliance of parties, with some of the parties in the alliance forming a 

government and the remaining parties, including independents, supporting the 

government from outside.  

ü Appointment of Governor- CM should be consulted in the Governor’s appointment.  

ü Dismissal of Council of Ministers- The Governor cannot dismiss the Council of 

ministers when it commands a majority.  

S.R. Bommai Judgment (1994)  

ü President’s rule- The Supreme Court classified the instances of failure of 

constitutional machinery into four heads- Political crises, Internal subversion, 

Physical breakdown, Noncompliance with constitutional directions of the Union 

Executive The verdict allows the Supreme Court to investigate claims of malafide in 

the Governor’s report.  

Punchhi Commission recommendations (2007): 

ü The Punchhi Commission on Centre-State Relations said that the governor should 

invite the leader of “a pre-poll alliance commanding the largest number” or the 

“largest single party” to form the government in case no party or pre-poll coalition has 

a clear majority. 

 

 

 

 2.  THE HUMAN-WILDLIFE CONFLICT 

CONTEXT:  

In the latest in a series of wild elephant attacks in Kerala, a daily worker, was attacked by a 

rouge elephant at Sulthan Bathery town adjacent to the Wayanad wildlife Sanctuary.  



HUMAN WILDLIFE CONFLICT: 

ü Human-wildlife conflict is when encounters between humans and wildlife lead to 

negative results, such as loss of property, livelihoods, and even life.  

ü Defensive and retaliatory killing may eventually drive these species to extinction.  

ü These encounters not only result in suffering for both people and wildlife immediately 

impacted by the conflict; they can also have a global reach, with groups such as 

sustainable development agencies and businesses feeling its residual effects.    

RISE OF CONFLICT: 

ü As human populations and demand for space continue to grow, people and wildlife 

are increasingly interacting and competing for resources, which can lead to increased 

human-wildlife conflict.  

ü Along with other threats, human-wildlife conflict has driven the decline of once-

abundant species and is pushing others to the brink of extinction.  

ü But the human-wildlife conflict issue has far-reaching impacts beyond the wildlife 

and communities immediately affected by it.  

ü With human-wildlife conflict centered around the interaction between wildlife and 

humans, human-wildlife coexistence is strongly linked and important to sustainable 

development activities. If not effectively managed, human-wildlife conflict has the 

potential to negatively affect these activities and conservation much more broadly.  

CAUSES: 

ü Lack of Protected Area: Marine and terrestrial protected areas only cover 9.67% 

globally. About 40% of the African lion range and 70% of the African and Asian 

elephant ranges fall outside protected areas.. 

ü Wildlife-borne Infections: Covid-19 pandemic – sparked by a zoonotic disease is 

driven by the close association of people, their livestock, and wildlife and by the 

unregulated consumption of wild animals. 

ü With closer and more frequent and diverse contact between animals and people, the 

probability of animal microbes being transferred to people increases. 

ü Urbanization: In modern times rapid urbanization and industrialisation have led to 

the diversion of forest land to non-forest purposes, as a result, the wildlife habitat is 

shrinking. 



ü Transport Network: The expansion of road and rail network through forest ranges 

has resulted in animals getting killed or injured in accidents on roads or railway 

tracks. 

ü Increasing Human Population: Many human settlements coming up near the 

peripheries of protected areas and encroachment in the forest lands by local people for 

cultivation and collection of food and fodder etc. therefore increasing pressure on 

limited natural resources in the forests. 
 

 

 3.  ONLINE CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE AND 
EXPLOITATION 

CONTEXT:  

Multiple lockdowns during Covid-19 forced children to turn to the internet for education, 

entertainment and everything in between. It led to an increase in their average screen time. 

This prolonged online exposure has increased threats to online safety for children.  

ONLINE SEXUAL ABUSE AND ITS EFFECT: 

ü Online child sexual abuse and exploitation refers to activities such as the production 

and distribution of child sexual abuse material (CSAM), live streaming sexual assault 

of minors, obtaining sexually explicit material, exhibitionism and meeting the abuser 

in-person.  

ü This poses serious harm to children who experience psychological stress such as 

anxiety, trauma, and depression.  

ü It can also lead to behavioural changes like drug and alcohol abuse, self-harm, and 

lower motivation for academics.  

ü It doesn’t end there, as the consequences of online sexual abuse in childhood are far-

reaching and may well extend into adulthood — bringing forth issues with intimacy 

and affecting interpersonal relationships.  



ü Moreover, the danger to the child persists after the initial production and distribution 

of the recorded material, with each repeated viewing or sharing being a violation of 

the victim. 

LAWS AGAINST OBLINE SEXUAL ABUSE: 

The IT Act 2000:  

ü Section 67B of the Information Technology (IT) Act, 2000 provides stringent 

punishment for publishing, transmitting, or viewing child sexual abuse material 

online. 

ü The Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics 

Code) Rules, 2021 empower the users of Intermediaries and make the social media 

platforms accountable for their safety. 

ü The Rules require the intermediaries to adopt a robust grievance redressal mechanism 

including time-bound disposal of grievances. 

ü The government periodically blocks the websites containing outer child sexual abuse 

material (CSAM) based on INTERPOL’s “worst of the list” received through the 

Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI), the national nodal agency for Interpol in India. 

ü The Information Technology Act, of 2000 provides a legal framework for addressing 

all types of prevailing cybercrimes reported in the country. 

POCSO Act: 

ü Further, Section 14 of the Protection of Children from Sexual Offence (POCSO) 

Act provides Punishment for using children for pornographic purposes. As per section 

14: Whoever uses a child or children for pornographic purposes shall be punished 

with imprisonment for a term that shall not be less than five years.  

 

 

 

 



 

FATIMA SHEIKH 

 

ü Fatima Sheikh, often a lost figure in Indian history, was a 

pioneering teacher, anti-caste activist, proponent of girls’ 

education, and social reformer in 19th century Maharashtra.  

ü Along with Savitribai and Jyotirao Phule, she started the 

first girls’ school in the country, in spite of loud, threatening 

opposition.  

ü In 1848, Savitribai, Fatima and Jyotirao opened the first 

school for girls inside the premises of Fatima’s home 

in Pune. Savitribai and Fatima took on the work of teaching 

a small group of girls there. 

ü Unfortunately, many details of Fatima Sheikh’s life and 

pioneering work have been lost.  

 

 

THE CENSUS 

 

ü Census is nothing but a process of collecting, compiling, 

analyzing, evaluating, publishing and disseminating 

statistical data regarding the population. 

ü It covers demographic, social and economic data and is 

provided as of a particular date. 

ü Census operations started in India long back during the 

period of the Maurya dynasty. 

ü It was systematized during the years 1865 to 1872, though it 

has been conducted uninterruptedly from the year 

1881 being a trustworthy resource of information. 

ü India has held its decadal censuses regularly from 1881 to 

2011, despite diseases, world wars, Partition and other 

instances of turmoil only COVID-19 as an exception. 

ü Census 2011 is the 15th National Census of the Country. 
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