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1. THE PRADHAN MANTRI TB MUKT BHARAT ABHIYAAN 

CONTEXT:       

The President of India, Smt Droupadi Murmu virtually launched the Pradhan Mantri TB 

Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan. 

ABOUT PRADHAN MANTRI 

TB MUKT BHARAT 

ABHIYAAN: 

ü The Pradhan Mantri TB 

Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan aims 

to eliminate tuberculosis 

from India by 2025.  

ü Prime Minister  has given a 

distinctive call to end TB in 

India giving years ahead of 

the Sustainable Development 

Goal (SDG) of 2030. 

ü Under the scheme, 

individuals, NGOs and 

corporates can adopt TB 

patients by committing 

support for 1-3 years.  

ü To join the initiative, they 

have to register on the site, 

which has an anonymous list 

of TB patients, categorized 

according to the primary 

health centres, blocks, 

districts and states.  

ü The sponsors can select the number of patients as per their capacity. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

· Tuberculosis (TB) is a contagious infection 

that usually attacks your lungs. It can also 

spread to other parts of your body, like 

your brain and spine. 

· TB is caused by bacteria (Mycobacterium 

tuberculosis) that most often affect the 

lungs but not just lungs but also other parts. 

· Bacteria are spread through the air, just like 

a cold or the flu. 

· When people with lung TB cough, sneeze, 

or spit, they propel the TB germs into the 

air. 

· WHO said the spread of TB is due to 1) 

Low Immunity 2) High density and Closed 

space. 3) No health and hygiene (spitting). 

· Risks factors: The most common risk factor 

associated with TB is HIV and other 

conditions that impair the immune system. 

· Other factors include Tobacco use, 

Malnutrition, and Alcoholism. 

 



ü the Ni-Kshay Mitra initiative which forms a vital component of the Campaign was 

also launched.  

ü The Ni-Kshay Mitra initiative will provide a platform for the donors to help TB 

patients who are undergoing treatment.  

ü The donors will be called Ni-Kshay Mitras, and the donation will include nutritional, 

additional diagnostic, and volcanic support.   

 

 

 

 

 
2. THE PLACES OF WORHIP ACT,1991 

CONTEXT:  

A three-judge Supreme Court bench will take up petitions challenging the Constitutional 

validity of the Places of Worship Act, 1991. 

THE PLACES OF WORSHIP ACT, 1991: 

ü Aim- The Places of Worship Act, 1991, seeks to prohibit the conversion of a place of 

worship and maintain its religious character as was at the time of India’s 

Independence on August 15, 1947. 

ü Features- It bars the conversion, in full or part, of a place of worship of any religious 

denomination into a different religious denomination or even a different segment of 

the same religious denomination. 

ü Any suit or legal proceeding regarding the conversion of the religious character of any 

place of worship existing on August 15, 1947, pending before any court shall end and 

no fresh suit shall be instituted. 

ü Exemptions- Section 5 stipulates that the Act shall not apply to the 

Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri Masjid case. 

ü The law exempts any place of worship, which is an ancient and historical monument 

or an archaeological site covered by the Ancient Monuments and Archaeological Sites 

and Remains Act, 1958. 

NI-KSHAY MITRA INITIATIVE:       



 

3. THE COMMONWEALTH NATIONS 

CONTEXT:  

The passing of Queen Elizabeth II is a delicate moment for the British Commonwealth, 14 

countries out of which continue to recognise the monarch as their Head of State, a position 

that is explicitly stated in the constitutions and laws of some of these countries. 

ABOUT COMMONWEALTH OF NATIONS:  

ü The Commonwealth of Nations, or simply the Commonwealth, is a group of 56 

member countries, the vast majority of which are former British colonies.  

ü They are mostly in Africa, Asia, the Americas, and the Pacific.  

ü Three European nations are part of the Commonwealth: Cyprus, Malta, and of course, 

the UK itself. 

ü Fourteen of these 56 countries — along with the UK — constitute the 

“Commonwealth realms”. They are Antigua and Barbuda, Australia, The Bahamas, 

Belize, Canada, Grenada, Jamaica, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea, Saint Kitts and 

Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Solomon Islands, and Tuvalu.  

ü The British monarch — now King Charles III, 

the eldest son of Queen Elizabeth II — is the 

head of state of these countries. 

ü Of the remaining 41 member states of the 

Commonwealth, 36 are republics — this group 

includes India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, and Sri 

Lanka. The other five — Brunei Darussalam, 

Lesotho, Malaysia, Eswatini (formerly 

Swaziland) and Tonga — have their own 

monarchs. 

EVOLUTION OF COMMONWEALTH: 

ü The Commonwealth was born out of an 

attempt by Queen Victoria to maintain control 

· Four countries in the 

Commonwealth — 

Mozambique (1995), 

Rwanda (2009), Togo 

(2022), and Gabon (2022) 

— had no colonial ties 

with Britain.  

· Mozambique was a 

Portuguese colony, 

Rwanda was ruled by the 

Belgians and Germans, 

and Togo and Gabon by 

the French. 



over the colonies as movements for independence grew stronger.  

ü In 1867, after Canada made its frustrations with imperial oversight known, the Queen 

agreed to grant the territory dominion status, which meant that it would have self-rule, 

but that Britain could veto policies at the monarch’s discretion. 

ü In subsequent decades other, primarily white, British colonies also became dominions 

— including Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa. After World War I, rising 

tides of nationalist sentiment in the dominions forced more changes and, in 1926, 

Britain and the dominions agreed that they would be equal in status. That declaration, 

formalised through the Statute of Westminster in 1931, marked the founding of the 

British Commonwealth of Nations. 

INDIA AND COMMONWEALTH: 

ü Although India was present at those talks, leaders of the Indian National Movement 

pushed for full independence.  

ü In 1949, newly independent India was invited to join the Commonwealth, and Prime 

Minister Jawaharlal Nehru agreed with a pivotal caveat.  

ü India asked that it should be given membership without the requirement of having to 

swear allegiance to the Crown. The member nations agreed — and later that year, 

India, Pakistan, and Ceylon (Sri Lanka) joined the Commonwealth. 

 

 

 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

AVIAN FLU IN 

CETACEANS 

 

ü A bottlenose dolphin found dead in a Florida canal in the 

spring tested positive for a highly virulent strain of bird flu. 

ü This version of the virus, which has spread widely among 

North American and European birds, has affected an 

unusually broad array of species. 

ü This strain of bird flu is known as Eurasian H5N1. 



ü The risk to humans remains low but the spread of the virus 

to new species poses potential risks to wildlife and provides 

the virus with new chances to mutate and adapt to 

mammalian hosts.  

ü Besides birds, the virus has earlier turned up in foxes, 

bobcats, skunks, and seals. 

 

 

THE GLOBAL 

INNOVATION 

INDEX 

 

ü The Global Innovation Index (GII) project was launched by 

Professor Soumitra Dutta in 2007 during his tenure at 

INSEAD.  

ü The goal was to find and determine metrics and methods 

that could capture a picture of innovation in society that is 

as complete as possible.  

ü WIPO started its association with the GII in 2011 and began 

co-publishing the GII in 2012.  

ü The GII continued to be co-published by Cornell 

University, INSEAD and WIPO up to 2020.  

ü As of 2021, the GII is published by WIPO in partnership 

with the Portulans Institute, various corporate and academic 

network partners and the GII Advisory Board. 

ü Indicators: 

ü The index ranks world economies according to their 

innovation capabilities and consists of roughly 80 indicators 

grouped into innovation inputs and outputs. 

· Innovation inputs: Institutions; Human capital and research; 

Infrastructure; Market sophistication; Business 

sophistication. 

· Innovation outputs: Knowledge and technology outputs; 

Creative outputs 
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