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1. DRAFT GUIDELINES ON PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT OF JUVENILES 

CONTEXT:       

The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has come up with draft 

guidelines on the preliminary assessment of whether certain minors are to be tried under law 

as adults in particular cases, under the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) 

Act.  

PROCEDURE OF PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT: 

�  Earlier, all children under the age of 18 were considered minors by the law, but 

through an amendment in 2015, a provision was added to the JJ Act for trying a child 

in conflict with the law as an adult.  

�  Under this, a child in the age group of 16-18 years could be tried as an adult in case of 

heinous offences.  

�  Section 15 (1) of the Act states that the Juvenile Justice Board shall conduct a 

preliminary assessment to determine whether to try such a child as an adult or a 

minor. 

�  The Act directs that the Board shall consider the mental and physical capacity of the 

child for committing the alleged offence, the ability to understand the consequences 

of the offence, and the circumstances in which the offence was committed.  

�  It states that the Board can take the assistance of experienced psychologists or 

psychosocial workers or other experts.  

�  The Act also gives a disclaimer that the assessment is not a trial, but is only to assess 

the capacity of the child to commit and understand the consequences of the alleged 

offence. 

�  After the assessment, the Board can pass an order saying there is a need to try the said 

child as an adult and transfer the case to a children’s court with the relevant 

jurisdiction.  

�  If tried as a minor, the child could be sent to a special home for a maximum of three 

years.  

�  If tried as an adult, the child can be sentenced to a jail term, except being sentenced to 

death or life imprisonment without the possibility of release. 



DRAFT GUIDELINES: 

�  The NCPCR has framed guidelines which it describes the key procedures to conduct 

the preliminary assessment. It said that while the course of assessment may differ 

from child to child, the guidelines are meant to frame essential components and the 

basic mechanisms to address any ambiguity. 

�  The draft relying on already existing provisions in the Act says that the preliminary 

assessment has to determine four aspects: 

� Physical capacity of the child: To determine the child’s ‘locomotor’ abilities and 

capacities, particularly with regard to gross motor functions such as walking, running, 

lifting, throwing…such abilities as would be required to engage in most antisocial 

activities. 

� Mental capacity: To determine the child’s ability to make social decisions and 

judgments. It also directs assessments pertaining to mental health disorders, substance 

abuse, and life skills deficits. 

� Circumstances in which the offence was allegedly committed : Psychosocial 

vulnerabilities of the child. This is to include life events, any trauma, abuse, and 

mental health problems, stating that the offence behaviour is a cumulative 

consequence of a lot of other circumstances. 

� Ability to understand the consequences of the alleged offence : To determine the 

child’s knowledge or understanding of the alleged offence’s social, interpersonal and 

legal consequences. These include what others will say or perceive him, how it might 

affect his personal relationships and the knowledge of relevant laws, respectively.  

   

 

 
2. THE COLD WAVE  

CONTEXT:  

Delhi and other parts of northwest India have been reeling under a cold wave spell. 



�  Cold wave is a localised seasonal phenomenon prevalent in the country except in 

southern India.  

�  The northern parts of India, specially the hilly regions (Jammu and Kashmir, 

Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand) and the adjoining plains are influenced by transient 

disturbances in the mid latitude westerlies which often have weak frontal 

characteristics. States like Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan, Delhi, U.P., Bihar and 

Jharkhand are the highly affected from cold wave.  

�  The IMD marks a cold wave in terms of minimum temperatures – when the minimum 

temperature in the plains is 4 degrees or less or when the minimum temperature is less 

than 10 degrees and 4.5 to 6.4 degrees below the normal. 

CAUSES OF FORMATION: 

�  One of the major factors contributing to colder than normal temperatures over north 

India this month is the large-scale fog cover. 

�  While westerly and northwesterly winds of around 5 to 10 kmph in the afternoon have 

also been contributing to the dip in temperature, an important factor is fog, which has 

been lasting for longer durations, preventing sunlight from reaching the surface and 

affecting the radiation balance.  

�  There is no heating in the day time, and then there is the impact of the night. Foggy or 

cloudy nights are usually associated with warmer nights, but if the fog remains for 

two or three days, cooling begins even at night. 

�  Light winds and high moisture near the land surface have been contributing to the 

formation of a blanket of fog over large swathes of the Indo-Gangetic plains in the 

morning. 

�  Since there has not been any significant impact of western disturbances over the 

region, cold northwesterly winds have also been contributing to low temperatures. 

�  Western disturbances, which are storms from the Mediterranean region, are associated 

with a change in wind direction, bringing easterly winds to northwest India.  

IMPACTS: 

�  The extent of damage caused by a cold wave depends on the temperature, length of 

exposure, humidity levels, and the wind speed at freezing temperature. 

�  Cold waves have significant effects on health. In India, cold waves have caused 4,712 

deaths from 2001 to 2019 across various states. 

ABOUT COLD WAVE : 



�  Causes significant damage to crops, horticulture, forest trees, livestock, fisheries, 

water supply, power supply, transportation, tourism, social activities, economy and 

other livelihood systems in these regions that led to significant economic losses to the 

farming community. Cold wave also causes the death of wild animals, birds, poultry, 

etc. across the country. Cold wave also affects various service sectors including 

vegetable vendors, rickshaw pullers, daily wage workers, and roadside kiosk 

operators etc. 

 

  

3. DELEGATED LEGISLATION  

CONTEXT:  

In upholding the Centre’s 2016 decision on demonetisation, one of the key questions to 

decide for the Supreme Court was whether Parliament gave excessive powers to the Centre 

under the law to demonetise currency. While the majority ruling upheld the validity of the 

delegated legislation, the dissenting verdict noted that excessive delegation of power is 

arbitrary. 

DELEGATED LEGISLATION:  

�  Parliament routinely delegates certain functions to authorities established by law since 

every aspect cannot be dealt with directly by the law makers themselves.  

�  This delegation of powers is noted in statutes, which are commonly referred to as 

delegated legislations. 

�  The delegated legislation would specify operational details, giving power to those 

executing the details. Regulations and by-laws under legislations are classic examples 

of delegated legislation. 

�  A 1973 Supreme Court ruling explains the concept as, the practice of empowering the 

Executive to make subordinate legislation within a prescribed sphere has evolved out 

of practical necessity and pragmatic needs of a modern welfare State.  



�  At the same time it has to be borne in mind that our Constitution-makers have 

entrusted the power of legislation to the representatives of the people, so that the said 

power may be exercised not only in the name of the people but also by the people 

speaking through their representatives.  

DELEGATED LEGISLATION IN DEMONETISATION CASE:  

�  Section 26(2) of the Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934 essentially gives powers to the 

Centre to notify that a particular denomination of currency ceases to be legal tender. 

�  The provision reads: “On recommendation of the Central Board the Central 

Government may, by notification in the Gazette of India, declare that, with effect 

from such date as may be specified in the notification, any series of bank notes of any 

denomination shall cease to be legal tender.” 

�  Here, Parliament, which enacted the RBI Act, is essentially delegating the power to 

alter the nature of legal tender to the central government.  

�  The Centre exercised that power by issuing a gazette notification, which is essentially 

the legislative basis for the demonetisation exercise. 
  

 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

FALL IN 

NOMINAL GDP 

 

�  India's nominal GDP growth is likely to fall in 2023-24, 

hurting tax collections and putting pressure on the federal 

government to reduce the budget gap by cutting expenses 

ahead of national elections in 2024. 

�  Nominal GDP growth, which includes inflation, is the 

benchmark used to estimate tax collections in the upcoming 

budget to be presented on Feb. 1.  

�  It is estimated to be around 15.4% for the current financial 

year. 



Nominal gross domestic product (GDP) is GDP given in 

current prices, without adjustment for inflation.  

�  Current price estimates of GDP are obtained by expressing 

values of all goods and services produced in the current 

reporting period. 

 

 

VSHORAD 

MISSILE SYSTEM 

 

�  India is planning to procure the Very Short Range Air 

Defence System or VSHORAD (IR Homing) missile 

system. 

�  VSHORADS is a Indian man-portable air-defense system 

(MANPADS) designed by the Defence Research and 

Development Organisation (DRDO).  

�  It designed for anti-aircraft warfare and neutralizing low 

altitude aerial threats at short ranges. 

 

 


	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8

