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1.  SAINT TUKARAM  

CONTEXT:                            

Prime Minister  will inaugurate the Sant Tukaram Shila Mandir in the temple town of Dehu 

in Pune district. Shila refers to a rock that is currently on the Dehu Sansthan temple premises, 

and that for centuries has been the starting point of Wari, the annual pilgrimage to 

Pandharpur. 

ABOUT THE PLACE: 

ü The Bhakti saint Sant Tukaram had sat on this piece of rock for 13 continuous days  

when challenged about the authenticity of the Abhyangs he had written.  

ü The saint had immersed his entire work in the Indrayani river; the work 

miraculously reappeared after 13 days, proving their authenticity.  

TUKARAM AND WARKARI SECT: 

ü Sant Tukaram and his work are central to the Warkari sect  spread across 

Maharashtra.  

ü His message about a casteless society and his denial of rituals had led to a social 

movement.  

ü Sant Tukaram is credited with starting the Wari pilgrimage.  

SAINT TUKARAM: 

ü Tukaram was a 17th-century Marathi poet, Hindu saint, and ardent follower of Lord 

Shri Vitthal, also known in Maharashtra as Tuka, Tuko Baraya, and Tukoba.   

ü In Maharashtra, India, he was a Saint of the Varkari sampradaya (Marathi-

Vaishnav tradition).  

ü His parents were followers of Vithoba, a manifestation of the Hindu deity Vishnu 

(Vaishnavas).  

ü His master was Saint Chaitanya Mahaprabhu of the Bhakti movement. 

ü His poetry was dedicated to Vithoba or Vitthala, an avatar of Vishnu, the Hindu God. 

ü He is most known for his Marathi Abangas (dohas), which are a rich inheritance 

of Gatha - devotional poetry, and he was also crucial for laying the groundwork for 

Maratha nationalism. 



ü He emphasized community-based worship through spiritual melodies known 

as Kirtans. He promoted the virtues of piety, forgiveness, and inner tranquility. 

ü He was a vocal critic of caste and gender injustice. 

ü Tukaram opposed mechanical rites, rituals, sacrifices, and vows, favoring a direct 

type of bhakti instead. 

ü While being held in Yerwada Central Jail by the British colonial government for his 

nonviolent movement in the early twentieth century, Mahatma Gandhi read and 

translated Tukaram's poetry, as well as Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, and poems by 

other Bhakti movement poet-saints. 

 

  

 

2. INDIA’S FIRST COVID-19 VACCINE FOR ANIMALS 

CONTEXT:  

The Agriculture Ministry unveiled India’s first  Covid-19 vaccine for animals. Developed by 

the Hisar-based National Research Centre on Equines, the vaccine, called Ancovax, can 

protect animals against the Delta and Omicron variants of SARS-CoV-2. 

ABOUT ANCOVAX: 

ü Ancovax can be used in dogs, lions, leopards, mice, and rabbits.  

ü It is an inactivated vaccine developed using an infectious part of the Delta variant.  

ü In addition, it uses Alhydrogel as an adjuvant to boost the immune response. 

ü This is the first Covid-19 vaccine for animals developed in India. There were 

reports from Russia last year that that country, too, had developed a vaccine against 

animals such as dogs, cats, minks, and foxes. 

NEED FOR ANIMAL VACCINE: 

ü There have been reports of Covid-19 infection in several animals, including dogs 

and cats. The vaccine can protect animals in the zoo. It can also prevent 

transmission from companion animals to the humans. 

ü The aim of the vaccine is to protect endangered animals such as lions and tigers.  



ü India reported at least nine Covid infections in Asiatic lions in Chennai zoo last 

year, with one of the lioness likely to have died of it. This prompted closure of tiger 

reserves for tourism. Other than that, a study by the Indian Veterinary Research 

Institute found at least three natural Covid infections in wild Asiatic lions, and a dead 

leopard cub was found dead and then tested positive for Covid-19. 

 

 

3. IN-SPACe 

CONTEXT:  

The Prime Minister, inaugurated the headquarters of the Indian National Space Promotion 

and Authorization Centre (IN-SPACe) in Ahmedabad, Gujarat.  

ABOUT IN-SPACe: 

ü IN-SPACe is an independent nodal agency under Department of Space for 

allowing space activities and using of Department of Space-owned facilities by 

non-government private entities and ensuring greater private participation in the 

sector.  

ITS OBJECTIVES: 

ü The organisation will take care of the needs and demands of private players, 

including educational and research institutions. 

ü It will also explore ways to accommodate these requirements in consultation with 

ISRO.  

ü The private entities will now be able utilise the existing ISRO infrastructure to 

carry out their space-related activities. 

COMPOSITION: 

ü IN-SPACe has a Chairman.  

ü It comprises technical experts for space activities  along with safety expert, 

academic experts and legal and strategic experts from other departments.  

ü It also comprises members from PMO and MEA of Government of India. 



 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

CHELONOIDIS 

PHANTASTICUS 

 

ü Chelonoidis phantasticus is a giant tortoise species 

believed to be extinct for more than a century. Now, a 

surviving member has been identified .

 

ü Chelonoidis phantasticus means “fantastic giant tortoise”. 

Commonly called the Fernandina Island Galápagos giant 

tortoise, the species was so far known only from a single 

individual, collected in 1906. 

 

 

KUDANKULAM 

NUCLEAR POWR 

PLANT(KKNPP) 

 

ü Rosatom began its supply of the new model of nuclear 

fuel recently to India to enable Kudankulam Nuclear Power 

Plant (KKNPP) start operations in a longer fuel cycle. 

ü KKNPP is the single largest nuclear power station in 

India. 

ü It is situated in Koodankulam in the Tirunelveli district 

of Tamil Nadu. 

ü It is scheduled to have six VVER-1000 reactors with an 

installed capacity of 6,000 MW of electricity. 

ü It has been built in collaboration with Atomstroyexport, 

the Russian state company and NPCIL. 

 



 

WORLD OF 

WORK SUMMIT 

 

ü Union Minister For Labour & Employment participated 

in High Level Panel discussion in Geneva, organized by 

ILO under the World of Work summit. 

ü The theme of the discussion was “Tackling multiple global 

crises: promoting human centered recovery and 

resilience”. 

ü The discussion mainly focussed on multiple challenges 

that the world of work is facing such as worsening 

inequalities, demographic realities, unequal technological 

progress, informality, climate change and what action 

should be taken by the countries and the international 

communities to tackle these challenges so as to achieve the 

goal of human centred, resilient and sustainable 

recovery. 
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