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1.  FALLING INDIAN RUPEE  

CONTEXT:                            

The Indian rupee hit another record low, touching 78.20 against the US dollar.   

MORE ON NEWS: 

ü The rupee is down 5% since January 2022 and the primary reason for this a 

stronger US dollar index, surging oil prices and dollar outflows from Indian 

equity and bond markets.  

ü Foreign institutional investors have pulled out over Rs 2,15,000 crore in the first 

five months of 2022, which is more than what they brought in 12 years between 2009 

to 2021. 

WHY DOES THE RUPEE RISE AND FALL? 

ü If one rupee buys more dollars than it did before, that means the rupee has become 

stronger.  

ü If the same rupee is worth less dollars, its value is said to have fallen. 

ü Like any market, the money market, too, works on the principle of demand and 

supply.  

ü If there’s more demand for dollars vis-à-vis the rupee, the rupee depreciates and 

vice versa.  

ü That’s how the floating exchange rate works.  

ü To stem the fall of the rupee, the basic intervention that RBI, as the central bank, 

can initiate is to sell dollars to reduce its demand, thereby strengthening the rupee. 

 

 

2. A NEW DECENTRALIZED WEB PLATFORM 

CONTEXT:  

Former Twitter CEO Jack Dorsey announced his vision for a new decentralized web platform 

that is being called Web 5.0 and is being built with an aim to return “ownership of data and 

identity to individuals”. 



WEB1.0: 

ü Web 1.0 was the first generation of the global digital communications network.  

ü It is often referred to as the “read-only” Internet made of static web-pages that only 

allowed for passive engagement. 

WEB2.0: 

ü The next stage in the evolution of the web was the “read and write” Internet.  

ü Users were now able to communicate with servers and other users leading to the 

creation of the social web. This is the world wide web that we use today. 

WEB 3.0: 

ü Web 3.0 is an evolving term that is used to refer to the next generation of Internet  

– a “read-write-execute” web – with decentralization as its bedrock. 

ü It speaks about a digital world, built leveraging the blockchain technology, where 

people are able to interact with each other without the need of an intermediary.  

ü Web 3.0 will be driven by Artificial Intelligence and machine learning  where 

machines will be able to interpret information like humans. 

WEB5.0: 

ü Web 5.0 is Web 2.0 plus Web 3.0 that will allow users to ‘own their identity’  on 

the Internet and ‘control their data’. 

ü Web 5.0 is aimed at “building an extra decentralized web that puts you in control of 

your data and identity”. 

ü Both Web 3.0 and Web 5.0 envision an Internet without threat of censorship – 

from governments or big tech, and without fear of significant outages. 

 

 
 

3. THE TURBAN DAY ACT 

CONTEXT:  

With the Legislative Assembly of Manitoba in Canada passing the Turban Day Act, April 13 

every year will now be celebrated as Turban Day across the province. 



APRIL 13 AS TURBAN DAY:         

ü The day of Baisakhi or Vaisakhi, 

which usually falls on April 13 or 14 

each year, commemorates the birth of 

Khalsa Panth.  

ü It was on this day in 1699 that the tenth 

Guru Gobind Singh had laid the 

foundation of Khalsa Panth at 

Anandpur Sahib among his followers.  

ü Baisakhi is observed as a major 

festival to celebrate the birth of the Khalsa Panth. 

ü The practice of wearing the turban was formalized on April 13, 1699, when Guru 

Gobind Singh Ji formed the Khalsa Panth and pronounced the turban a pillar of the 

Sikh faith. 

ABOUT KHALSA: 

ü It refers to both a community that considers Sikhism as its faith, as well as 

a special group of initiated Sikhs. 

ü The Khalsa tradition was initiated in 1699 by the Tenth Guru of Sikhism, Guru 

Gobind Singh after his father, Guru Tegh Bahadur, was beheaded during the Islamic 

sharia rule of the Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb. 

ü Guru Gobind Singh created and initiated the Khalsa as a warrior with a duty to 

protect the innocent from Islamic religious persecution. 

ü Its formation was a key event in the history of Sikhism. 

ü The founding of Khalsa is celebrated by Sikhs during the festival of Vaisakhi . 

ü It created a new institution for the temporal leadership of the Sikhs, replacing the 

earlier masand system. 

ü The Khalsa provided a political and religious vision for the Sikh community. 

 

 

FIVE K'S TRADITION OF THE 

KHALSA 

· Kesh: uncut hair. 

· Kangha: a wooden comb. 

· Kara: an iron or steel bracelet 

worn on the wrist. 

· Kirpan: a sword. 

· Kachera: short breeches. 

 



 

 

EXPANDING 

NUCLEAR 

ARSENAL 

 

ü India had 160 nuclear warheads as and it appears to be 

expanding its nuclear arsenal, Stockholm-based defence 

think tank SIPRI claimed . 

ü Pakistan also appears to be expanding its nuclear arsenal. 

ü There are total nine countries that have nuclear weapons 

– the United States, Russia, the United Kingdom, France, 

China, India, Pakistan, Israel and North Korea 

 

 

 

FORTIFIED RICE 

 

ü The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 

(FSSAI) defines fortification as “deliberately increasing 

the content of essential micronutrients in a food so as to 

improve the nutritional quality of food and to provide 

public health benefit with minimal risk to health”.   

ü Various technologies are available to add micronutrients to 

regular rice, such as coating, dusting, and ‘extrusion’. The 

last mentioned involves the production of fortified rice 

kernels (FRKs) from a mixture using an ‘extruder’ 

machine. It is considered to be the best technology for 

India. 

ü The fortified rice kernels are blended with regular rice  

to produce fortified rice.  

 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 



 

IND-INDO 

CORPAT 

 

ü The 38th India-Indonesia Coordinated Patrol (IND-

INDO CORPAT) between the Indian Navy Units of 

Andaman & Nicobar Command (ANC) and Indonesian 

Navy. 

ü The 38th CORPAT is the first post pandemic 

Coordinated Patrol (CORPAT) between the two 

countries.  

ü It includes a visit by the Indonesian Navy units to ANC at 

Port Blair. 
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