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1. THE NATIONAL LIST OF ESSNETIAL MEDICINE 

CONTEXT:       

The latest National List of Essential Medicines (NLEM) released by the Union health 

ministry added 34 new medicines and dropped 26 old ones from the previous list. 

MORE ON NEWS: 

 A total of 384 medicines feature on NLEM 2022 under 27 therapeutic categories.  

 This revised list has come out after a gap of seven years.  

 Its primary aim is to promote rational use of medicines considering three important 

aspects — cost, safety and efficacy, the health ministry noted in a statement.   

ESSENTIAL MEDICINE LIST: 

 As per the World Health Organisation (WHO), Essential Medicines are those that 

satisfy the priority health care needs of the population.  

 The list is made with consideration to disease prevalence, efficacy, safety and 

comparative cost-effectiveness of the medicines.  

 Such medicines are intended to be available in adequate amounts, in appropriate 

dosage forms and strengths with assured quality.  

 They should be available in such a way that an individual or community can afford.  

ABOUT NATIONAL LIST OF ESSENTIAL MEDICINES:     

 The WHO Essential Medicine List is a model list.  

 The decision about which medicines are essential remains a national responsibility 

based on the country’s disease burden, priority health concerns, affordability concerns 

etc. Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of India hence prepared and 

released the first National List of Essential Medicines of India in 1996 consisting of 

279 medicines.  

 Drugs listed under NLEM — also known as scheduled drugs — will be cheaper 

because the National Pharmaceutical Pricing Authority (NPPA) caps medicine prices 

and changes only based on wholesale price index-based inflation. 



 The list includes anti-infectives medicines to treat diabetes such as insulin — HIV, 

tuberculosis, cancer, contraceptives, hormonal medicines and anaesthetics. 

  

 
2. THE 2021 GLOBAL ESTIMATES OF MODERN SLAVERY 

CONTEXT:  

The 2021 Global Estimates for Modern Slavery, which was recently released by the 

International Labour Organization (ILO), revealed a spike in the instances of forced labour. 

HIGHLIGHTS: 

 Some 49.6 million people are trapped in modern slavery on any given day. They are 

either forced to work against their will or are in a marriage that they have been forced 

into. 

 Forced labour accounted for 27.6 million of those in modern slavery and forced 

marriage for 22 million. The new estimates showed that forced labour and forced 

marriage had increased significantly in the last five years. 

 The Asia-Pacific region had the highest number of people in modern slavery and the 

Arab states the highest prevalence. But no region, developed or developing, was free 

from the practice. 

FORCED LABOUR AND MARRIAGES: 

 Modern slavery comprises two principal components — forced labour and forced 

marriage. 

FORCED LABOUR: 

 The ILO Forced Labour Convention, 1930 describes forced labour as “all work or 

service which is exacted from any person under the menace of any penalty and for 

which the said person has not offered himself voluntarily.” 

 Of the 27.6 million people in situations of forced labour on any given day, 11.8 

million are women and girls while 3.3 million are children. 



 Migrant workers, who are not protected by law and are unable to exercise their rights, 

face a higher risk of forced labour than other workers. 

FORCED MARRIAGES: 

 Forced marriage refers to situations where a person has been forced to marry without 

their consent. Child marriage is also considered a form of forced marriage. Between 

2016 and 2021, there was a 6.6 million increase in the number of people living in a 

forced marriage. 

 Nearly two-thirds of all forced marriages (14.2 million) are in Asia and the Pacific. 

This number is followed by 14.5 per cent in Africa (3.2 million) and 10.4 per cent 

Europe and Central Asia (2.3 million). 

 Once forced to marry, there is greater risk of further exploitation, including sexual 

exploitation, domestic servitude and violence and other forms of forced labour both 

inside and outside the home. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 The 2021 Global Estimates of Modern Slavery said the freedom of workers to 

associate and bargain collectively was indispensable to a world free from forced 

labour. 

 More than 40 per cent of the world’s population lives in countries that have not 

ratified either the ILO Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to 

Organise Convention, 1948 (No 87) or the ILO Right to Organise and Collective 

Bargaining Convention, 1949 (No 98). 

 Social protection, and targeted support for women, girl and vulnerable communities 

should be provided. 

 



Maharashtra’s Deputy Chief Minister, Assembly Speaker are in Moscow to unveil the statue 

of Lok Shahir (balladeer) Annabhau Sathe at the All-Russia State Library for Foreign 

Literature. 

ABOUT ANNABHAU SATHE: 

 Tukaram Bhaurao Sathe, who later came to be known as Annabhau Sathe, was born in 

a Dalit family in1920 in Maharashtra’s Satara district. 

 In 1930, his family left the village and came to Mumbai.  

 Here, he worked as a porter, a hawker and even a cotton mill helper.  

 In 1934, Mumbai witnessed a workers’ strike under the leadership of Lal Bawta Mill 

Workers Union in which he participated. Being a Dalit, he was denied schooling in 

his village. It was during these study circles that he learned to read and write. 

 

POPULAR WORKS AND CONTRIBUTIONS: 

 Sathe wrote his first poem on the menace of mosquitoes in the labour camp.  

 Several of his works like ‘Aklechi Goshta,’ ‘Stalingradacha Povada,’ ‘Mazi Maina 

Gavavar Rahili,’ ‘Jag Badal Ghaluni Ghav’ were popular across the state.  

 Almost six of his novels were turned into films and many translated into other 

languages, including Russian.  

 In 1939, he wrote his first ballad ‘Spanish Povada’. 

 He formed Dalit Yuvak Sangh, a cultural group and started writing poems on 

workers’ protests, agitations. The group used to perform in front of the mill gates.  

 His ‘Bangalchi Hak’ (Bengal’s Call) on the Bengal famine was translated into Bengali 

and later presented at London’s Royal Theatre.  

 His literature depicted the caste and class reality of Indian society of that time. 

 In 1943, he along with Amar Sheikh and Datta Gavhankar, formed the Lal Bawta 

Kala Pathak. The group toured across Maharashtra presenting programmes on caste 

atrocities, class conflict, and workers’ rights. He dedicated his most famous novel 

Fakira to Dr Ambedkar. 

 

 

 

3. ANNABHAU SATHE 

CONTEXT:  



 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 
 

 

EXERCISE PITCH 

BLACK 

 

 The Indian Air Force contingent participating in Exercise 

Pitch Black 22 in Australia has returned after successful 

participation in the multinational exercise. 

 Exercise Pitch Black 22 was hosted by the Royal Australian 

Air Force at its Darwin Air Base.  

 The exercise saw the participation of 17 Air Forces and over 

2500 military personnel.  

 The IAF contingent included four Su-30 MKI & two C-17 

aircraft.  

 The exercise provided an opportunity for the air forces to 

share best practices and experiences.  

 

ARATTUPUZHA 

VELAYUDHA 

PANICKER 

 

 
 Panicker was born into a well-off family of merchants in 

Kerala’s Alappuzha district. 

 He was one of the most influential figures in the 

reformation movement in the state.  

 He challenged the domination of upper castes or ‘Savarnas’ 

and brought about changes in the lives of both men and 

women. 

 The social reform movement in Kerala in the 19th century 

led to the large-scale subversion of the existing caste 

hierarchy and social order in the state. 

 

CRISPR 

TECHNOLOGY  

 

 CRISPR-CAS9 is a technology that allows scientists to 

essentially cut-and-paste DNA, raising hope of genetic fixes 

for disease. However, there are also concerns about its 

safety and ethics. 

 CRISPR is a dynamic, versatile tool that allows us to target 



nearly any genomic location and potentially repair broken 

genes.  

 It can remove, add, or alter specific DNA sequences in the 

genome of higher organisms. 
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