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1. THE JAMES WEBB TELESCOPE HAS DISCOVERED NEW EXOPLANET 

CONTEXT:       

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) announced that the James 

Webb Space Telescope has discovered its first new exoplanet. Researchers have labelled the 

planet as LHS 475 b, and it’s roughly the same size as Earth. 

ABOUT EXOPLANETS:                  

 Exoplanets are planets that orbit 

other stars and are beyond our 

solar system.  

 According to NASA, to date, 

more than 5,000 exoplanets have 

been discovered. Scientists 

believe that there are more 

planets than stars as each star has 

at least one planet orbiting it. 

 Exoplanets come in a host of 

different sizes.  

 They can be gas giants bigger 

than Jupiter or as small and rocky 

as Earth.  

 They are also known to have 

different kinds of temperatures — boiling hot to freezing cold. 

HOW AND WHY WE STUDY EXOPLANETS? 

 Studying exoplanets not only broadens our understanding of other solar systems but 

also helps us piece together information about our own planetary system and origin.  

 In a bid to understand the characteristics of an exoplanet, researchers look for its mass 

and diameter along with determining if it is solid or gaseous or even has water vapour 

in the atmosphere. 

GOLDILOCKS ZONE 

 A habitable zone, also called the 

“Goldilocks zone”, is the area around a 

star where it is not too hot and not too 

cold for liquid water to exist on the 

surface of surrounding planets. 

 Obviously, our Earth is in the Sun’s 

Goldilocks zone. If Earth were where 

the dwarf planet Pluto is, all its water 

would freeze; on the other hand, if 

Earth were where Mercury is, all its 

water would boil off. 

 



 Another important 

element of the study is 

finding out the distance 

between an exoplanet and 

its host star. This helps 

scientists determine if a 

discovered world is 

habitable or not.  

 If an exoplanet is too 

close to the star, it might 

be too hot to sustain 

liquid water. If it’s too far, it might only have frozen water. When a planet is at a 

distance that enables it to have liquid water, it is said to be in the “Goldilocks zone”.  

 With the launch of the Webb telescope, scientists believe that they would now be able 

to better study exoplanets as it is the only telescope that is capable of characterising 

the atmospheres of Earth-sized planets orbiting distant stars. 

 

 

 

 

 
2. NAMING OF STATES 

CONTEXT:  

Tamil Nadu Governor RN Ravi’s remarks suggesting changing the name of the state to 

‘Tamizhagam’ last week triggered a controversy, with several political parties, condemning 

his speech and recalling the struggle to rename the Madras State to Tamil Nadu.  

MADRAS STATE TO TAMILNADU: 

 Formerly called Madras Province, it had been renamed Madras State on January 26, 

1950. 

 In 1953, several Tamil scholars including Ma. Po. Sivagnanam raised the demand in 

the Madras Legislative Council. 



 In 1956, Congress leader K P Sankaralinganar began an indefinite fast. One of his 

demands was the renaming of the state to Tamil Nadu. It is noted that Sankaralinganar 

fasted for 76 days, which resulted in his death on October 13, 1956. Sankaralinganar’s 

death further spurred on the fight for renaming the state. 

 It was on January 14, 1969 that the Madras State was officially renamed Tamil Nadu, 

under the then Chief Minister CN Annadurai.  

HISTORY OF TAMILNADU: 

 Social activist E V Ramasamy, fondly known as ‘Periyar’ (1879-1973), had started 

the Self Respect Movement in 1925 to “redeem the identity and self-respect” of 

Tamils.  

 He envisaged an independent Dravida homeland of Dravida Nadu (In Tamil, Nadu 

means country), comprising Tamil, Malayalam, Telugu and Kannada speakers, and 

launched a political party called the Dravidar Kazhagam (DK). 

 Periyar, who was said to be both anti-caste and anti-religion, advocated for major 

social reforms, including equality for women in society, and supporting birth control 

for women for their health and well-being.  

 He also opposed the imposition of Hindi and emphasised the need for a cultural 

identity of the Tamil nation. 

 In 1938, the Justice Party and Self-Respect Movement came together and in 1944, the 

new outfit was named Dravidar Kazhagam. DK was anti-Brahmin, anti-Congress, and 

anti-Aryan (read North Indian), and launched a movement for an independent Dravida 

nation. Post-independence in 1947, the party continued to demand a ‘Dravida Nadu’. 

After Periyar refused to contest in elections, in 1949, Annadurai split from Periyar 

due to ideological differences, and his DMK joined the electoral process. 

CHANGING NAME OF THE STATE: 

 A change in the name of a state however requires approval of Union Cabinet and 

Parliament under Article 3 and 4 of the Constitution, and the President has to refer the 

same to the relevant state legislature for its views. 

 Process for changing the name of a state can be initiated by state itself. However, by 

virtue of article 3, the parliament has power to change the name of a state even if such 

proposal does not come from the concerned state. 



If initiated by State Assembly: 

 The state assembly would first pass a resolution for such change and this passed 

resolution would be sent to central government. 

 Central Government will create a bill and this bill will be sent back to the state 

legislature to express its views in a stipulated time. 

 The state legislature will need to give its views within this time as fixed by president. 

Once this time is expired, the president will recommend to introduce that bill in 

parliament. 

 Once introduced, the bill will be passed, and president would give assent. Thus, the 

name of state would be changed. 

 

 

 

3. OXFAM’S INEQUALITY REPORT 

CONTEXT:  

The rights group Oxfam International has released the India supplement of its annual 

inequality report on the first day of the World Economic Forum Annual Meeting.   

FINDINGS: 

 A  new study showed that the richest 1% in India now own more than 40% of the 

country's total wealth, while the bottle half of the population together share just 3% of 

wealth. 

 It said that taxing India's ten richest at 5% can fetch entire money to bring children 

back to school. The report is titled ‘Survival of the Richest’.  

 According to the Oxfam report, if India's billionaires are taxed once at 2% on their 

entire wealth, it would support the requirement of ₹40,423 crore for the nutrition of 

malnourished in the country for the next three years. 

 Mentioning gender inequality, the report stated that female workers earned only 63 

paise for every 1 rupee a male worker earned.  



 For Scheduled Castes and 

rural workers, the 

difference is even starker -- 

the former earned 55 per 

cent of what the advantaged 

social groups earned, and 

the latter earned only half 

of the urban earnings 

between 2018 and 2019. 

 Oxfam said the total 

number of billionaires in 

India increased from 102 in 

2020 to 166 in 2022. The 

combined wealth of India's 

100 richest has touched 

USD 660 billion ( ₹54.12 

lakh crore) -– an amount that could fund the entire Union Budget for more than 18 

months. 

 

 

 

 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

MAGHI MELA 

 

 Maghi Mela is held in the holy city of Sri Muktsar Sahib 

every year in January, or on the month of Magh according 

to the Nanakshahi calendar. It is one of the most important 

festivals for Sikhs. 

 The festival marks the martyrdom of 40 Sikh soldiers in a 

battle against the Mughals. 

THE WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM 

 The World Economic Forum (WEF) is an 

international non-governmental organisation 

based in Geneva, Switzerland. 

 The foundation is mostly funded by its 1,000 

member companies – typically global 

enterprises. 

 The WEF annual meeting in Davos 

(Switzerland) engages the world’s top 

leaders to shape global, regional, and 

industry agendas. 

 It was formerly known as the European 

Management Forum and changed its name in 

1987. It was founded by Klaus Schwab. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 In the 1700s, the Mughals and Sikhs were at constant war 

with each other. 

 The Mela starts on Maghi day and continues for another day 

or two. People from different parts of the state and even 

outside come to Muktsar to take a holy dip in 

the sarovar (lake) of Gurdwara Darbar Sahib and enjoy the 

festivities. 

 

 

GONORRHEA 

 

 Gonorrhea is an infection caused by a sexually transmitted 

bacterium that infects both males and females. Gonorrhea 

most often affects the urethra, rectum or throat. In females, 

gonorrhea can also infect the cervix. 

 Gonorrhea is most commonly spread during vaginal, oral or 

anal sex. But babies of infected mothers can be infected 

during childbirth. In babies, gonorrhea most commonly 

affects the eyes 

 In many cases, gonorrhea infection causes no symptoms. 

Symptoms, however, can affect many sites in your body, 

but commonly appear in the genital tract. 
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