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1. THE FINANCIAL STABILITY AND DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 

CONTEXT:       

The Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC), headed by Finance 

Minister underscored the need for continuous monitoring of risks in the financial sector so 

that necessary action can be taken on time to mitigate any vulnerability.  

ABOUT FSDC: 

ü FSDC is a non-statutory apex level forum to strengthen and institutionalize the 

mechanism for maintaining financial stability, enhancing inter-regulatory 

coordination and promoting financial sector development in the country.  

ü It has been established in 2010 under the Ministry of Finance. 

ü It has been set up on the recommendation of Raghuram Rajan Committee (2008) on 

financial sector reform, in the backdrop of the global economic crisis of 2008. 

COMPOSITION: 

ü The chairman FSDC council is the Union Finance Minister of India. 

ü FSDC members include: 

· The heads of financial sector Regulators (RBI, SEBI, PFRDA, IRDA & FMC). 

· Finance Secretary and/or Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs, Secretary, 

Department of Financial Services, and Chief Economic Adviser. 

 FUNCTIONS: 

ü The council focusses on financial literacy and financial inclusion  in the country. 

ü FSDC aims to strengthen and institutionalize the mechanism of financial stability and 

development. 

ü It also monitors macro-prudential supervision of the economy. 

ü The council assess the functioning of the large financial conglomerates.  

ü It also addresses intra regulatory coordination 

 

 



 

 

 
2. TAMILNADU GOVERNMENT LAUNCHED FREE BREAKFAST SCHEME 

CONTEXT:  

Tamilnadu government launched free breakfast scheme to school students. 

MORE ON NEWS:          

ü Tamil Nadu has had a long history of providing food to students at schools - the 

midday meals scheme was first conceived by the Justice Party dispensation and 

provided free meals to schoolchildren at government schools in Chennai.  

ü The midday meals scheme was bettered by successive post-Independence state 

governments. 

ü The new scheme covers around 1.14 lakh students in 1,545 schools which include 417 

municipal corporation schools, 163 municipality schools and 728 taluk and village 

panchayat-level schools. 

MID DAY MEAL PROGRAMME: 

ü The Government of India initiated the National Programme of Nutritional Support to 

Primary Education (NP-NSPE) on 15th August 1995 as a Centrally Sponsored 

Scheme.   

ü During 1997-1998, the scheme was universalized across all blocks of the country 

covering children from 1st standard to 5th standard.   

ü During October 2007, the scheme was extended to upper primary classes of 6th 

standard to 8th standard and the name was changed from ‘National Programme for 

Nutritional Support to Primary Education’ to ‘National Programme of Mid Day Meal 

in Schools’. 

ü The Government of India provides fund for implementing the scheme with 60:40 

sharing pattern between the Centre and State Governments.  

ü However, the cost of food grains, its transportation and Monitoring, Management and 

Evaluation (MME) component is fully borne by  Government of India.     

ü In September 2021, the Mid-Day Meal Scheme was renamed ‘PM POSHAN’ or 

Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman.  



ü PM POSHAN will extend the hot cooked meals to students studying in pre-primary 

levels or Bal Vatikas of government and government -aided primary schools, in 

addition to those already covered under the mid-day scheme. 

 

 

3. THE CAT GENUS 

CONTEXT:  

Eight African Cheetahs are to arrive from Namibia to Madhya Pradesh’s Kuno National Park 

in an effort to reintroduce cheetahs in India after the Asiatic Cheetah became extinct in the 

1950s due to indiscriminate hunting.  

MEMBERS OF CAT GENUS: 

ü The members of the ‘cat’ genus includes Panthera, Puma, and Acinonyx. 

PANTHERA 

ü This is the genus of large wild cats that can roar, but can’t purr.  

ü Among them, the lion, the leopard, and the jaguar are more closely related, while the 

other strand has the tiger and the snow leopard.  

ü The snow leopard is an exception to the rest of the group in that it can’t roar. 

TIGER (PANTHERA TIGRIS) 

Status: Endangered 

ü The solitary and strongly territorial tiger is the largest of all wild cats and also the 

earliest Panthera member to exist.  

ü Primarily a forest animal, they range from the Siberian taiga to the Sunderban delta.  

ü The national animal of India, Bangladesh, Malaysia, and South Korea, the tiger was 

voted the world’s favourite animal ahead of the dog in a 2004 Animal Planet global 

online poll. 

LION (PANTHERA LEO) 



Status: Vulnerable  

ü Native to Africa and Asia, the lion is the most social cat, and lives in groups called 

prides.  

ü They prefer open forests such as scrubland, and adult males have a prominent mane.  

ü The lion is arguably the most widely recognised animal symbol in human culture. 

JAGUAR (PANTHERA ONCA) 

Status: Near Threatened 

ü The largest cat in the Americas, the Jaguar has the strongest bite force of all wild cats, 

enabling it to bite directly through the skull of its prey.  

ü Melanistic (black) Jaguars are common and are often called black panthers. Jaguar 

was a powerful motif in the Mayan and Aztec civilisations. 

LEOPARD (PANTHERA PARDUS) 

Status: Vulnerable  

ü The most adaptable of all big cats, they occupy diverse habitats at all altitudes across 

Africa and Asia.  

ü Like black jaguars, melanistic leopards are called black panthers. In some African 

cultures, leopards are considered to be better hunters than lions. 

SNOW LEOPARD (PANTHERA UNCIA) 

Status: Vulnerable  

ü The ghost of the mountains, this smokey-grey cat lives above the snow line in Central 

and South Asia.  

ü The most elusive of all big cats, it cannot roar, and has the longest tail of them all — 

which comes in handy for balance while hunting along the cliffs, and also gives 

warmth when wrapped around the body.  

ü The snow leopard is the state animal of Ladakh and Himachal Pradesh. 

PUMA 

ü Closely related to the domestic cat, this genus has only one extant species, the cougar. 



COUGAR (PUMA CONCOLOR) 

Status: Least Concern 

ü The cougar is the second-largest cat in the Americas (The Jaguar is the largest)  

ü Cougars are also called ‘mountain lion’ and ‘panther’ across their range from the 

Canadian Yukon to the Southern Andes.  

ACINONYX 

ü This is a unique genus within the cat family, with only one living member, the 

cheetah. 

CHEETAH (ACINONYX JUBATUS) 

Status: Vulnerable  

ü The fastest land mammal, the cheetah is the only cat without retractable claws — the 

grip helps it accelerate faster than any sports car (0-100 km/hr in 3 seconds).  

ü Cheetahs are not aggressive towards humans, and they have been tamed since the 

Sumerian era. 

 

 

 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

THE NATIONAL 

COMMISSION 

FOR 

PROTECTION OF 

CHILD RIGHTS  

 
ü The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights 

(NCPCR) is a statutory body constituted under Section 3 of 

the Commission for Protection of Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 

2005 to protect the child rights and other related matters in 

the country.  

ü The Commission is further mandated to monitor the proper 

and effective implementation of Protection of Children from 

Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act, 2012; Juvenile Justice (Care 



and Protection of Children) Act, 2015 and Right to Free and 

Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009.  

ü In one of the functions laid down under Section 13 of the 

CPCR Act, 2005, the Commission has been assigned with 

the function to examine and review the safeguards provided 

by or under any law for the time being in force for the 

protection of child rights and recommend measures for their 

effective implementation.  

 

 

QUTUB SHAHI 

TOMBS 

 

ü Lying two kilometers from the Golconda Fort, the Qutb 

Shahi Tombs are built in Persian, Hindu and Pathani styles 

of architecture. 

ü The tombs were planned and built by numerous monarchs 

who ruled the state during the 18th century. 

ü The grandeur of the tombs is ensconced amidst the beautiful 

and picturesque landscape and gardens of Ibrahim Bagh, 

and the tombs themselves are dedicated to the seven Qutub 

Shahi kings who ruled Golconda for nearly 170 years. 

ü One of the most impressive tombs belongs to the founder of 

Hyderabad, Mohammed Quli Qutub Shah which rises to a 

height of 42 meters. 

  

 

EASTERN 

ECONOMIC 

FORUM  

 

ü EEF is an international forum organised each year in 

Vladivostok, Russia.  

ü It was first held in September 2015, at Far Eastern Federal 

University in Vladivostok, to support the economic 

development of Russia’s Far East and to expand 

international cooperation in the Asia-Pacific region.  

ü This forum is sponsored by the organizing 

committee appointed by Roscongress. 

ü This forum serves as a platform for the discussion of key 

issues in the world economy, regional integration, and the 



development of new industrial and technological sectors, as 

well as of the global challenges facing Russia and other 

nations. 
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