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1.  UREA IMPORT  

CONTEXT:                            

In a first, India will import nearly 47,000 

tonnes of urea from the US. 

IMPORT DEPENDENCE: 

ü In FY21, more than a fourth of 

the urea requirement was imported, 

as per data from the Rajya Sabha. 

ü In the case of Di Ammonium 

Phosphate, close to half the quantity 

needed was shipped in from overseas. 

Even then, there was a shortfall between 

the quantity available and the 

requirements. 

NEED FOR LARGE QUANTITIES OF FERTILIZERS: 

ü India has expanded agricultural output every year and the consequent need for 

fertilisers has also risen. Indigenous production targets are not always met and even 

after imports, gaps remain between the requirements and availability. 

ü Thirteen states accounted for 92 percent of fertiliser consumption. 

ü Uttar Pradesh had the largest share (17.3 percent), followed by Maharashtra (10.5 

percent), Madhya Pradesh (8.9 percent), Karnataka (6.8 percent), Andhra Pradesh (6.2 

percent), Gujarat (6 percent), Punjab and Bihar (5.9 percent each), Telangana (5.6 

percent), Rajasthan (5.5 percent), West Bengal (5.3 percent), Haryana (4.5 percent) 

and Tamil Nadu (3.4 percent). 

ü Demand for urea and nitrogen fertilisers has gone up in five years, whereas it’s 

been a mixed trend for others. 

  

 

TYPES OF FERTILIZERS  

· Primary fertilizers includes 

Nitrogen, Phosphorus, 

Potassium- 

v Nitrogenous – Urea 

v Phosphatic – Di-ammonium 

Phosphate 

v Potassic – Muriate of Potash 

(MoP) fertilizers. 

· Secondary fertilizers include 

Calcium, Magnesium and 

Sulphur. 

· Some micronutrients include – 

Zinc, Iron, Boron, Chloride etc. 

 



2. THE INTER-STATE COUNCIL(ISC) 

CONTEXT:  

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister urged Prime Minister to resume meetings of the Inter-State 

Council (ISC) to strengthen cooperative federalism since the council is a platform for all 

States and the Union government to discuss subjects of common interest. 

ABOUT ICS: 

ü A permanent Inter-State Council was established vide Presidential Order dated 

May 28, 1990, and Clause 5 of the Order mandates that ISC meetings shall be 

conducted thrice a year.   

ü The inter-state council is a recommendatory body that has been empowered 

to investigate and discuss subjects of common interest between the Union and 

state(s), or among states. 

ü It also makes recommendations for better coordination of policy and action on 

these subjects, and deliberations on matters of general interest to the states, which 

may be referred to it by its chairman. 

ü It also deliberates on other matters of general interest to the states as may be 

referred by the chairman to the council. 

ü The Council may meet at least thrice in a year. 

ü There is also a Standing Committee of the Council. 

COMPOSITION: 

ü Prime Minister is the Chairman 

ü Chief Ministers of all States Members 

ü Chief Ministers of Union Territories having a Legislative Assembly and 

Administrators of UTs not having a Legislative Assembly and Governors of States 

under President’s Rule (Governor’s Rule in the case of J&K) Members. 

ü Six Ministers of Cabinet rank in the Union Council of Ministers to be nominated by 

the Prime Minister Members. 

FUNCTIONS: 

ü Inquiring and advising upon disputes which may have emerged  between the 

States: 



ü Investigating and discussing subjects in which the States of the Union has a 

common interest. 

ü Making suggestions on any such subject, for the better coordination of policy and 

action with respect to that subject. 

 

 

3. MICROPLASTICS IN ANTARCTICA 

CONTEXT:  

For the first time, microplastics have been found in freshly fallen snow in Antarctica. The 

pollutant, scientists argue, poses a growing threat to the region’s ecosystem and could 

increase the melting of ice and snow.  

MICROPLASTICS: 

ü Microplastics are tiny plastic debris that are smaller than 5 mm in length, tinier 

than even a grain of rice. 

ü There are two types of microplastics.  

o Primary microplastics are tiny particles that are purposely designed as such for 

commercial use, like in cosmetics, nurdles-plastic pellets used in industrial 

manufacturing and in fibres from synthetic textiles like nylon.  

o Secondary microplastics are formed through the degradation of larger plastic items 

like bottles, fishing nets and plastic bags. This occurs through exposure to the 

environment, like radiation from the sun, wind and ocean waves. 

IMPACTS: 

ü It shows that the spread of microplastics is so widespread, that even the remotest and 

least habitable places in the world are now infested by these particles. 

ü The presence of these particles can pose a huge threat to Antarctica’s distinctive 

ecosystem.  

ü Microplastics are not biodegradable and once they are found in the environment, 

they begin to accumulate. They can be toxic for plants and animals. 



ü The report claims that ingestion of microplastics by various life forms in the region, 

from microorganisms like zooplankton to larger predators like king penguins can 

disrupt their usual biological processes and negatively impact the entire Antarctic 

food chain. 

ü The presence of microplastics in Antarctica can also worsen the impact of climate 

change. Ice sheets and glaciers are already rapidly melting, and the report suggests 

that the microplastics deposited in ice and snow can accelerate the melting of the 

cryosphere — regions where water is in solid form, like the planet’s North and South 

Poles. 

ü Dark-coloured microplastics are even more harmful than lighter colours, as they 

are better at absorbing sunlight and retain more heat. 

 

 

 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

WETTEST PLACE 

IN INIDA 

 

ü Meghalaya’s Mawsynram — the world’s wettest place — 

rewrote its June rainfall records held since 1940.  

ü The 24-hour rainfall recorded here was a whopping 

1003.6mm, surpassing the previous record of 945.4mm of 

1966. 

MAWSYNDRAM: 

ü Mawsynram is a town in the East Khasi Hills 

district of Meghalaya state in Northeastern India, 60.9 

kilometres from Shillong, the state capital.  

ü Mawsynram receives the highest rainfall in India. It is 

reportedly the wettest place on Earth. 

CHERRAPUNJI: 

ü Cherrapunji or Sohra is a subdivisional town in 

Meghalaya. 

ü It sits on a plateau in the southern part of the Khasi Hills. 



ü It is the traditional capital of ka hima Sohra (Khasi tribal 

kingdom). 

 

 

FATF 

 

ü Global financial watchdog, the Financial Action Task Force 

(FATF) has retained Pakistan on its ‘grey list’.  

ü Pakistan has been on the grey list of Paris-based global 

money laundering and terrorist financing watchdog for 

deficiencies in its counter-terror financing and anti-money 

laundering regimes since June 2018.  

ü This greylisting has adversely impacted its imports, 

exports, remittances, and limited access to international 

lending. 

FATF: 

ü An inter-governmental body established in 1989 during 

the G7 Summit in Paris. 

ü Assesses the strength of a country’s anti-money 

laundering and anti-terror financing frameworks, 

however it does not go by individual cases. 

 

 

FIRST FISHING 

CAT CENSUS 

 

ü The Chilika Lake, Asia’s largest brackish water lagoon, 

has 176 fishing cats, according to a census done by the 

Chilika Development Authority (CDA) in collaboration 

with the Fishing Cat Project (TFCP).  

ü This is the world’s first population estimation of the 

fishing cat done outside the protected area network. 
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