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1. THE COLOUR REVOLUTION 

CONTEXT:       

Chinese President Xi Jinping appealed to Russia, India, and other members of the Shanghai 

Cooperation Organisation (SCO) to cooperate with each other in order to prevent foreign 

powers from destabilising their countries by inciting “colour revolutions”.  

ABOUT COLOUR REVOLUTION: 

ü Colour revolutions refer to a series of uprisings that first began in former communist 

nations in Eastern Europe in the early 2000s, but are also used in reference to popular 

movements in the Middle East and Asia.  

ü Most have involved large-scale mobilisation on the streets, with demands for free 

elections or regime change, and calls for removal of authoritarian leaders. 

ü Protesters often wear a specific colour, such as in Ukraine’s Orange Revolution, but 

the term has also been used to describe movements named after flowers like the 

Jasmine Revolution in Tunisia.  

ü In 2019, Beijing had said the protests in Hong Kong had taken on “colour revolution 

characteristics”. 

SOME COLOUR REVOLUTIONS:  

ü Orange Revolution: It refers to a series of protests that occurred in Ukraine between 

November 2004 and January 2005.  

ü Tulip Revolution: Also called the First Kyrgyz Revolution, the movement led to the 

ouster of Kyrgyzstan’s President Askar Akayev in early 2005. 

ü Jasmine Revolution: The popular uprising that occurred between December 2010 to 

January 2011 in Tunisia was in response to the underlying corruption, 

unemployment, inflation and lack of political freedoms in the country.  

ü Velvet Revolution:  In 1989, a peaceful demonstration by students and contributed to 

the collapse of the communist government in Czechoslovakia. 

ü Saffron Revolution : In Myanmar a series of anti-government protests were referred 

to in the press as the Saffron Revolution after Buddhist monks took the vanguard of 

the protests. 

 



2. THE PM PRANAM SCHEME 

CONTEXT:  

The Union government intends to launch a scheme — named PM PRANAM — to reduce the 

use of chemical fertilisers by incentivising states. 

 MORE ON NEWS:          

ü The proposed scheme will help the government reduce its subsidy burden on chemical 

fertilisers, which is expected to rise 39 percent to Rs 2.25 lakh crore in 2022-23 from 

Rs 1.62 lakh crore last year. 

ABOUT THE SCHEME: 

ü PM PRANAM scheme that will pass on 50 percent of subsidy savings as a grant to 

the state that saves the money.  

ü Of this, the state needs to use 70 percent on creating assets that would lead to 

technological adoption in alternate fertilisers and alternate fertiliser production units 

at district levels, blocks and villages.  

ü The states can use the remaining 30 percent to reward and encourage farmers, 

panchayats, farmer producer organisations and self-help groups involved in 

generating awareness and helping in reducing the use of fertiliser. 

ü The government will compare the state’s increase or decrease in the use of chemical 

fertiliser in a year to its average consumption in the last three years. The government will 

use the fertiliser ministry dashboard iFMS to compare the data. 

ü There will be no separate budget for the PM PRANAM scheme. It will be financed 

through the “savings of existing fertiliser subsidy” provided by the department of fertilisers 

under various schemes. 

 

 

 

 



CONTEXT:  

Union Minister for Law and said the collegium system of appointments to the higher 

judiciary needs to be reconsidered in view of the concerns about the process. 

ABOUT COLLEGIUM SYSTEM:  

ü It is the way by which judges of the Supreme Court and High Courts are appointed 

and transferred.  

ü The collegium system is not rooted in the Constitution or a specific law promulgated 

by Parliament; it has evolved through judgments of the Supreme Court. 

ü The Supreme Court collegium is a five-member body, which is headed by the 

incumbent Chief Justice of India (CJI) and comprises the four other seniormost judges 

of the court at that time.  

ü A High Court collegium is led by the incumbent Chief Justice and four other 

seniormost judges of that court. By its very nature, the composition of the collegium 

keeps changing, and its members serve 

only for the time they occupy their 

positions of seniority on the Bench before 

they retire. 

ü Judges of the higher judiciary are 

appointed only through the collegium 

system, and the government has a role 

only after names have been decided by 

the collegium. Names that are 

recommended for appointment by a High 

Court collegium reaches the government 

only after approval by the CJI and the 

Supreme Court collegium. 

ü The role of the government in this entire 

process is limited. 

EVOLUTION: 

CONSTITUTIONAL 

PROVISIONS 

· Articles 124(2) and 217 of the 

Constitution deal with the 

appointment of judges to the 

Supreme Court and High 

Courts.  

· The appointments are made by 

the President, who is required 

to hold consultations with 

“such of the judges of the 

Supreme Court and of the High 

Courts” as he may think is 

needed.  

· But the Constitution does not 

lay down any process for 

making these appointments. 

3. THE COLLEGIUM SYSTEM NEED TO BE RECONSIDERED 



ü First judges case (1982): The court held that consultation does not mean concurrence 

and it only implies exchange of views 

ü Second judges case (1993): The court reversed its earlier ruling changed the meaning 

of the word consultation to concurrence. Hence, it ruled that the advice tendered by 

the CJI is binding on the President in matters of appointment of SC judges. But any 

such advice would be tendered after CJI consults with two of his most senior-judges. 

It was also decided in the case that President should appoint the senior-most judge in 

the SC as the CJI. 

ü Third judges case (1998): The consultation process to be employed should be based 

on plurality of judges. He should consult a collegium of four senior-most judges 

before making a recommendation to the President and even if two judges give an 

adverse opinion, he should not send the recommendation to the President 

 

 

 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

RISE IN DIRECT 

TAX 

 

ü Gross direct tax collections grew 30 per cent to ₹8.36 lakh 

crore till September of current fiscal year on higher advance 

tax mop-up buoyed by the economic revival post pandemic. 

ü Gross collection of direct taxes for 2022-23 stands 

at ₹8,36,225 crore compared to ₹6,42,287 crore in the year-

ago period, registering a growth of 30 per cent. 

ü This includes revenue from Corporate Income Tax of ₹4.36 

lakh crore and Personal Income Tax (PIT) of ₹3.98 lakh 

crore. 

 

 

THE NSCN 

 

ü The National Socialist Council of Nagaland (NSCN) was 

formed on January 31, 1980 by Isak Chisi Swu, 



Thuingaleng Muivah and S.S. Khaplang opposing the 

‘Shillong Accord’ signed by the then NNC (Naga National 

Council) with the Indian government. 

ü The outfit aims to establish a ‘Greater Nagaland’ and its 

manifesto is based on the principle of Socialism for 

economic development and a spiritual outlook – ‘Nagaland 

for Christ’. 

ü Two major factions of NSCN include NSCN (K), led by S. 

S. Khaplang; and NSCN (I-M), led by Isak Chishi Swu and 

Thuingaleng Muivah. 

ü Drug trafficking from Myanmar is reported to be a major 

source of income for the NSCN-IM, and it also reportedly 

engages in extortion, bank robberies and other criminal 

pursuits to obtain finance. In addition, the outfit generates 

funds through international mobilization. 
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