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1. THE ACCREDITATION OF NAAC 

CONTEXT:       

The National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC), which carries out quality 

checks or assessments of Indian Higher-level Educational Institutions (HEIs), courted 

controversy recently over the rating of the Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda and 

allegations of bribery in the process. 

ABOUT NAAC: 

ü The NAAC, an autonomous body under the University Grants Commission (UGC), 

assesses and certifies HEIs with gradings as part of accreditation.  

ü Through a multi-layered process, a higher education institution learns whether it 

meets the standards of quality set by the evaluator in terms of curriculum, faculty, 

infrastructure, research, and other parameters.  

ü The ratings of institutions range from A++ to C. If an institution is graded D, it means 

it is not accredited. 

PROCESS OF ACCREDITATION: 

ü The current approach has been described as “input-based”. In other words, NAAC 

relies heavily on self-assessment reports of applicant institutions. 

ü The first step has an applicant institution submitting a self-study report of information 

related to quantitative and qualitative metrics. 

ü The data is then validated by NAAC expert teams, followed by peer team visits to the 

institutions.  

HEI ELIGIBILITY TO APPLY: 

ü Under the rules, only higher education institutions that are at least six years old, or 

from where at least two batches of students have graduated, can apply.  

ü The accreditation is valid for five years. Aspiring institutes need to be recognised by 

the UGC and have regular students enrolled in their full-time teaching and research 

programmes.  

ü There are only 19 universities and 121 colleges that have been reviewed by the 

NAAC four times, with a gap of five years between each grading.  



ü When an institution undergoes the accreditation process for the first time it is referred 

to as Cycle 1, and the subsequent five-year periods as Cycles 2, 3 and so on. 

 

 

 

 
2. NATIONAL COMMISSION TO ASSESS STATUS OF SCs 

CONTEXT:  

The Centre is set to constitute a national commission to assess the social, economic and 

educational status of Scheduled Castes, or Dalits, who converted to religions other than 

Hinduism, Buddhism and Sikhism. 

MORE ON NEWS:          

ü The commission is likely to constitute three or four members with its chairman 

holding the rank of a Union Cabinet Minister.  

ü The panel is likely to be handed a deadline of over a year to submit its report.  

ü The proposed panel will map the changes in status and situation of Dalits who have 

converted to Christianity or Islam, besides studying the possible impact of adding 

more members to the current SC list. 

SCHEDULED CASTE: 

ü Scheduled castes are those castes/races in the country that suffer from extreme social, 

educational and economic backwardness arising out of age-old practice of 

untouchability and certain others on account of lack of infrastructure facilities and 

geographical isolation, and who need special consideration for safeguarding their 

interests and for their accelerated socio-economic development.  

ü These communities were notified as Scheduled Castes as per provisions contained 

in Clause 1 of Article 341 of the Constitution. 

ü Scheduled castes are sub-communities within the framework of the Hindu caste 

system who have historically faced deprivation, oppression, and extreme social 

isolation in India on account of their perceived ‘low status’. 



ü Only marginalised Hindu communities can be deemed Scheduled Castes in India, 

according to The Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order, 1950. 

ü Those who belonged to one of the four major varnas are called Savarna. The Hindu 

four-tier caste system, or varna system, forced these communities into work that 

predominantly involved sanitation, disposal of animal carcasses, cleaning of excreta, 

and other tasks that involved contact with “unclean” materials.  

ü The communities adapted the name Dalit, or Harijan, which meant ‘children of 

god.’ The avarna communities were also referred to as “Untouchables”. They were 

prohibited from drinking water from shared water sources, living in or using areas 

frequented by “higher castes,” and faced social and economic isolation, often being 

denied rights and privileges that many born into savarna castes consider “fundamental 

rights”. 

ü The 2011 Census places the number of scheduled castes in India at 16.6 percent of 

the total population. 

 

 

 

3. ESSNTIAL PRACTICES DOCTRINE 

CONTEXT:  

A two-judge Bench of the Supreme Court of India is presently hearing arguments on the 

correctness of a Karnataka High Court judgment that upheld the ban on the use of the hijab 

by students in Karnataka which raises question on doctrine of essentiality. 

ESSENTIAL RELIGIOUS PRACTICES: 

ü Essential religious practices mean all those practices that are fundamental to a religion 

and not following them would result in the change of religion itself.  

ü Further, denying the essential religious practices would violate Article 25, which talks 

about the freedom of conscience and free profession, practice and propagation of 

religion. 

GOVERNMENT CURTAILING ESSENTIAL RELIGIOUS PRACTICES: 



ü The government can impinge upon essential religious practices on three grounds 

under Article 25(1): public order, morality or health. For example, during the 

pandemic, the government shut down mosques, temples and other places of worship.  

ü Additionally, Article 25 (2) says "nothing in this article shall affect the operation of 

any existing law or prevent the state from making any law,    

a) regulating or restricting any economic, financial, political or other secular activity 

which may be associated with religious practice;   

b) providing for social welfare and reform or the throwing open of Hindu religious 

institutions of a public character to all classes and sections of Hindus. 

ü The judicial view of Article 25 (2) has been been that whatever law the state might 

make regulating economic, financial, political, secular activity with religious practice 

or law for social welfare or reform of that religious practice, it cannot keep the 

religion out of its existence.  

RELATED CASES: 

Some of the cases dealt with by the Supreme Court on the question of the essential religious 

practices include:   

ü The Shirur Mutt case, 1954: A seven-judge bench held that the essential part of a 

religion is primarily to be ascertained with reference to the doctrines of that religion 

itself.   

ü Sardar Syedna Taher Saifuddin Saheb vs the State of Bombay, 1962: A five-

judge, with a majority of 4:1, upheld the right and power of the head priest of the 

Dawoodi Bohra community to excommunicate members. The court reiterated that 

essential practice is to be gathered from the texts and tenets of the religion.   

ü Acharya Jagadisharananda (Tandava Dance), 2004: The Supreme Court ruled that 

Tandava dance was not an essential practice of the Ananda Marga faith. It again said 

that what determines if a practice forms an essential part of the religion is whether the 

absence of the practice fundamentally alters the religion.   

ü Shayara Bano (Triple Talaq), 2017: The Supreme Court held that Triple Talaq was 

against the basic tenets of the Qur'an and violative of the Shariat. A practice merely 

permitted or not prohibited by religion cannot be considered an essential or positive 

tenet sanctioned by religion. 



ü Sabarimala, 2018: A five-bench bench ruled that the ban on women aged 10-50 from 

entering the Sabarimala Temple was not an essential religious practice.  

 

 

 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

STUDY OF MARS 

 

ü The National Aeronautics and Space Administration is 

closer to unfolding more Mars secrets with the help of 

both the James Webb Space Telescope (JWST) and the 

rover, Perseverance.  

ü JSWT captured its first images and infrared spectrum of 

the red planet.  

ü The spectrum has the signatures of water, carbon dioxide 

and carbon monoxide in Mars’ atmosphere.  

ü The telescope showed a region of the planet’s eastern 

hemisphere at two different wavelengths or colours of 

infrared light. A close up of the surface area revealed the 

rings of Huygens Crater, dark volcanic rock of Syrtis 

Major and brightening in the Hellas Basin.  

ü The images provide a unique perspective with its infrared 

sensitivity on our neighbouring planet, complementing 

data being collected by orbiters, rovers and other 

telescopes. 

  

 

AMR 

 
ü Refugees and migrant populations are particularly 

vulnerable to antimicrobial resistance (AMR) due to the 

poor access to healthcare in the backdrop of an increased 

probability of infections, according to a recent report by 

the World Health Organisation (WHO).  

AMR: 



ü Antimicrobial Resistance is the resistance acquired by any 

microorganism (bacteria, viruses, fungi, parasite, etc.) 

against antimicrobial drugs that are used to treat 

infections. 

ü It occurs when a microorganism changes over time and no 

longer responds to medicines making infections harder to 

treat and increasing the risk of disease spread, severe 

illness and death. 

ü The World Health Organisation (WHO) has 

identified AMR as one of the top ten threats to global 

health. 

ü Microorganisms that develop antimicrobial resistance are 

sometimes referred to as “superbugs”. 

ü In India, over 56,000 newborn deaths each year due to 

sepsis caused by organisms that are resistant to first line 

antibiotics. 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL  

SEED TREATY 

 

ü The International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for 

Food and Agriculture is also known 

as ITPGRFA, International Seed Treaty or Plant Treaty. 

ü It is a comprehensive international agreement in harmony 

with the Convention on Biological Diversity, which aims 

at guaranteeing food security through the conservation, 

exchange and sustainable use of the world's plant genetic 

resources for food and agriculture (PGRFA), the fair and 

equitable benefit sharing arising from its use, as well as 

the recognition of farmers' rights.  

ü It was signed in 2001 in Madrid, and entered into force on 

29 June 2004. 
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