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 1.  WOMEN IN INDIAN ARMY 
COMMAND 

CONTEXT:       

Nearly 80 women officers in the Army have been cleared so far for the rank of Colonel 

(selection grade), making them eligible to command units in their respective arms and 

services for the first time. 

WOMEN IN ARMED FORCES: 

ü The Army, Air Force and Navy began inducting women as short-service commission 

(SSC) officers in 1992. This was the first time when women were allowed to join the 

military outside the medical stream. 

ü One of the turning points for women in the military came in 2015 when Indian Air 

Force (IAF) decided to induct them into the fighter stream. 

ü In 2020, the Supreme Court (SC) ordered the central government to grant permanent 

commission (PC) to women officers in the Army's non-combat support units on par 

with their male counterparts.  

ü Women officers have been granted PC in the Indian Army in all the ten branches 

where women are inducted for SSC. 

ü Women are now eligible to occupy all the command appointments, at par with male 

officers, which would open avenues for further promotions to higher ranks for them.  

ü In May 2021, the Army inducted the first batch of women into the Corps of Military 

Police, the first time that women joined the military in the non-officer cadre. 

WOMEN IN COMMAND ROLE: 

ü 80 women officers in the Indian Army have been cleared for the rank of Colonel 

(selection grade), making them eligible to command units in their respective arms and 

services for the first time. 

ü The Women Officers were selected by the Special No. 3 Selection Board for 

promotion from the rank of Lt Colonel to Colonel to bring them on a par with their 

male counterparts. 



ü Women officers were selected from the batch of 1992 to 2006 in various arms and 

services, including Engineers, Signals, Army Air Defence, Intelligence Corps, Army 

Service Corps, Army Ordnance Corps and Electrical and Mechanical Engineers. 

ü The Corps of Engineers has the maximum vacancy followed by the Army Ordnance 

Corps and Electrical and Mechanical Engineering. 

 

 

 

 2.  TRADEMARK  

CONTEXT:  

A ‘sub’ is not only a sandwich from Subway, Delhi High Court ruled, and dismissed a case of 

trademark infringement brought by the global fast food chain against Suberb, a Delhi-based 

restaurant.  

ABOUT TRADEMARK: 

ü Trademark refers to graphical representation of goods or services to make it 

distinguishable from others. 

ü It can be words, symbols, sound, colours, shape of goods, graphics representation or 

packaging etc. 

ü It protects owner against unfair competition, prevents damage to reputation of owner 

and consumer welfare. 

ü In India, trademarks are governed under Trademarks Act, 1999 ( it deals with precise 

nature of rights one can acquire in respect of trademarks), under aegis of Department 

of Industrial Policy & Promotion (DIPP), Ministry of Commerce. 

ü The implementing body is Controller General of Patents, Designs and Trademarks 

OTHER TYPES OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS: 

PATENT: 

ü A patent is a form of preservation of intellectual property.  



ü It is an exclusive right granted for an invention, which is a product or a process that 

provides, in general, a new way of doing something, or offers a new technical solution 

to a problem. 

ü To get a patent, technical information about the invention must be disclosed to the 

public in a patent application. 

COPYRIGHTS: 

ü Copyright is a legal term used to describe the rights that creators have over 

their literary & artistic works. 

ü Works covered by copyright range from books, music, paintings, sculpture & films, 

to computer programs, databases, advertisements, maps & technical drawings. 

ü Copyrights in India are governed by “The Copyright Act, 1957”. 

GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATION: 

ü A GI tag is a legal recognition given primarily to an agricultural, natural or a 

manufactured product (handicrafts & industrial goods) originating from a definite 

geographical territory. 

ü GI tag conveys an assurance of quality & distinctiveness of a product, which is 

essentially attributable to the place of its origin. 

ü Most commonly, a geographical indication includes the name of the place of origin of 

the goods. 

ü Once the GI protection is granted, no other producer can misuse the name to market 

similar products. 

ü It also provides comfort to customers about the authenticity of that product. 

ü Geographical Indicators in India are governed by “The Geographical Indications of 

Goods (Registration & Protection) Act, 1999”. 

 

  3.  ADDITIONAL TIER-1 BONDS 

CONTEXT:  



The Bombay High Court quashed the write-off of Additional Tier-1 (AT1) bonds worth Rs 

8,400 crore issued by Yes Bank Ltd, bringing relief to investors.  

ABOUT AT 1 BONDS: 

ü AT1 bonds are unsecured bonds that have perpetual tenor.  

ü In other words, these bonds, issued by banks, have no maturity date.  

ü These bonds were introduced by the Basel accord after the global financial crisis to 

protect depositors. 

ü They have a call option, which can be used by the banks to buy these bonds back from 

investors.  

ü These bonds are typically used by banks to bolster their core or tier-1 capital. 

ü AT1 bonds are subordinate to all other debt and only senior to common equity.  

ü Mutual funds (MFs) were among the largest investors in perpetual debt instruments. 

DIFFERENT FROM OTHER BONDS: 

ü These bonds are perpetual in nature — they do not carry any maturity date.  

ü They offer higher returns to investors but compared with other vanilla debt products, 

these instruments carry a higher risk as well.  

ü If the capital ratios of the issuer fall below a certain percentage or in the event of an 

institutional failure, the rules allow the issuer to stop paying interest or even write 

down these bonds, as happened in the Yes Bank case. These bonds are subordinate to 

all other debt and senior only to equity.  

 

  

4. ALSO IN NEWS
 

 

 

THE LEOPARD 2 

TANK 

 

ü The Leopard 2 is one of the world’s leading battle tanks, 

used by the German Army for decades and by the militaries 



of more than a dozen other European nations, as well as by 

the armies of countries as far apart as Canada and 

Indonesia.  

ü It has seen service in conflicts in Afghanistan, Kosovo and 

Syria. 

ü The tank, which is powered by a diesel engine, features 

night-vision equipment and a laser range finder that can 

measure distance to an object, enabling it to better aim at a 

moving target while traveling over rough terrain.  

ü There are multiple iterations of the Leopard 2 with different 

features and designs. 

 

 

THE ABCD 

CAMPAIGN 

 

ü Wayanad becomes the first district in the country to provide 

basic documents and facilities such as Aadhaar cards, ration 

cards, birth/death certificates, election ID cards, bank 

accounts and health insurance to all tribes people. 

ü It is part of the Akshaya Big Campaign for Document 

Digitisation (ABCD) campaign. 

ü The campaign is aimed at ensuring basic documents to all 

citizens belonging to the Scheduled Tribes communities and 

these documents are digitalised and saved in DigiLocker 

accounts opened for them. 
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