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1. TRIPLE DIP LA-NINA 

CONTEXT:       

The ongoing La Niña phase of the equatorial Pacific Ocean has just been predicted to persist 

for at least another six months, making it one of the longest ever La Niña episodes in 

recorded history.  

ENSO AND LA NINA: 

ü The periodic warming and cooling of surface waters in the equatorial Pacific Ocean 

— a phenomenon described as El Niño Southern Oscillations, or ENSO.  

ü It is known to trigger widespread changes in atmospheric conditions, and has a major 

influence on global weather patterns, including the Indian monsoon.  

ü La Niña refers to the ENSO phase in which sea-surface temperatures are cooler than 

normal. The warmer phase is known as El Niño. A result of interactions between 

ocean and wind systems, El Niño and La Niña have almost opposite impacts on 

weather events. 

ABOUT TRIPLE DIP LANINA:     

ü El Niño and La Niña episodes typically last for about nine months to a year. They 

usually develop in the March-June period, and are the strongest during winter 

(November-January in the northern hemisphere), before weakening or dissipating by 

March or April of next year. 

ü Occasionally, they continue for much longer periods. In recent years, the El Niño of 

2015-16, spread over 19 months, was one of the longest on record, and was dubbed 

‘Godzilla’ due to its sustained high intensity. 

ü The current La Niña episode has already surpassed that in length. Having started in 

September 2020, it has prevailed for the last 24 months, and looks set to continue for 

another six months, and has thus been classified as a ‘triple dip’ La Niña.  

ü However, El Niño and La Niña events are not mirror images of each other. They 

differ in length and strength. 

ü El Niño episodes occur more frequently and are usually associated with more 

impactful weather events. La Niña, on the other hand, has a longer run. That is why 

multi-year La Niña events, those that continue for more than 12 months, are quite 

common. An El Niño is more likely to be a single-year event. 



IMPACTS: 

 
ü In the Indian context, La Niña is associated with good rainfall during the monsoon 

season. This is the opposite of El Niño which is known to suppress monsoon rainfall. 

Thus, a continued spell of La Niña could lead to expectation of another year of good, 

or normal, rainfall during the monsoon. Until now, the monsoon season this year has 

produced 7% more rain compared to normal. Last year, the seasonal rainfall was 

almost 100%. 

ü But, even though powerful, ENSO condition is only one of the several factors 

affecting monsoon rainfall in India. There is no one-on-one correlation between the 

ENSO condition and the amount of rainfall. Also, the influence of ENSO is at a 

macro level. There are wide variations in rainfall at the local level, which are getting 

exacerbated by climate change. 

ü The continuance of La Niña further into 2023 is not bad news from the Indian 

standpoint. But it is not the same for many other regions where La Niña has very 

different impacts. 

ü In most parts of the United States, for example, La Niña is associated with very dry 

winters. In Australia and Indonesia, and generally in the tropical region, La Niña is 

expected to bring more rainfall. 

ü The widespread drought in the United States and flooding in eastern Australia this 

year could have been a result of the prolonged La Niña. The excessive rainfall in 

Pakistan, which is experiencing its worst flooding disaster, can also be blamed in part 

on La Niña. 

 

 

 
2. THE NATIONAL LOGISTICS POLICY 

CONTEXT:  

Prime Minister announced the National Logistics Policy aimed at easing the movement of 

goods and boosting the trade sector in the Indian economy. 

FEATURES OF THE LOGISTICS POLICY: 

The new logistics policy has four features:  



ü Integration of Digital System (IDS): Under the IDS, 30 different systems of seven 

departments are integrated – including data from the road transport, railways, 

customs, aviation and commerce departments. 

ü Unified Logistics Interface Platform (ULIP):  A Unified Logistics Interface 

Platform ULIP will bring all the digital services related to the transportation sector 

into a single portal.  

ü Ease of Logistics (ELOG): It has been started for industry associations to resolve 

issues by reaching out to the government. 

ü System Improvement Group (SIG).  

 

OBJECTIVES OF THE POLICY: 

ü Logistics costs have to be cut by half to be near global benchmarks by 2030 by 

reducing the cost of logistics from 14-18% of GDP to global best practices of 8%. The 

current cost is 16% of GDP. 

ü Being the 5th largest economy in the world, India aims to be among the top 10 in 

the LPI (Logistics Performance Index) by 2030. It has to match the pace of South 

Korea. 

ü Creating data-driven Decision Support Systems (DSS) to enable an efficient logistics 

ecosystem. 

ü The policy’s target is to ensure that logistical issues are minimised, exports grow 

manifold, and small industries and the people working in them benefit significantly.  

 

 

 

3. THE KURMIs AND KUMALI LANGUAGE 

CONTEXT:  

Kurmis blocked railway tracks in various parts of eastern India demanding Scheduled Tribe 

(ST) status and inclusion of Kurmali language in the eighth schedule of the Constitution, 

affecting train services in West Bengal, Jharkhand and Odisha. 



ABOUT KURMIs: 

ü Kurmi is traditionally a non-elite tiller caste in the lower Gangetic plain of India, 

especially southern regions of Awadh, eastern Uttar Pradesh and parts of Bihar.  

ü The Kurmis came to be known for their exceptional work ethic, superior tillage and 

manuring, and gender-

neutral culture, bringing 

praise from Mughal and 

British administrators alike. 

THE KURMALI LANGUAGE:         

ü Kurmali or Kudmali is 

an Indo-Aryan 

language classified Bihari gr

oup of spoken language in 

eastern India.  

ü As a trade dialect, it is also 

known 

as Panchpargania ("five parg

anas" of the region it covers 

in Jharkhand).  

ü Kurmali language spoken by 

around 5.5 lakh people 

mainly in fringe 

region Jharkhand, Odisha an

d West Bengal, also sizable 

population speak Kurmali 

in Assam tea valleys.  

ü Intellectuals claim that 

Kurmali may be the nearest 

form of language used 

in Charyapada.  

ü Kurmali is one of the 

THE EIGHTH SCHEDULE 

ü It lists the official languages of the republic 

of India. Part XVII of the Indian 

constitution deals with the official 

languages in Articles 343 to 351. 

ü The Constitutional provisions related to 

the Eighth Schedule are: 

· Article 344: Article 344(1) provides for 

the constitution of a Commission by the 

President on expiration of five years from 

the commencement of the Constitution. 

· Article 351: It provides for the spread of 

the Hindi language to develop it so that it 

may serve as a medium of expression for all 

the elements of the composite culture of 

India. 

ü However, it can be noted that there is no 

fixed criteria for any language to be 

considered for inclusion in the Eighth 

Schedule. 

ü The Eighth Schedule to the Constitution 

consists of the following 22 languages: 

Assamese, Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, 

Kannada, Kashmiri, Konkani, Malayalam, 

Manipuri, Marathi, Nepali, Oriya, 

Punjabi,Sanskrit, Sindhi, Tamil, Telugu, 

Urdu, Bodo, Santhali, Maithili and Dogri. 

 

 



demanded language for enlisting in Eighth Schedule to the Constitution of India. 

 

 

 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

THE SCALE APP 

 

ü Minister of Education and Skill Development  launched the 

SCALE (Skill Certification Assessment for Leather 

Employees) app which provides a one-stop solution for the 

skilling, learning, assessment, and employment needs of the 

leather industry, during a visit to CSIR-Central Leather 

Research Institute, Chennai.  

ü Leather Skill Sector Council developed Android App 

SCALE to change the way skill development programs are 

designed and delivered to the trainees in leather industry. 

ü The SCALE studio App developed by Leather SSC allows 

people from all age groups interested in leather craft to 

access online live streamed classes from the state-of-the-art 

studio at its office.  

 

 

THE RPF 

 

ü The Railway Protection Force (RPF) celebrated its 38th 

Raising Day by organizing a parade for the first time at the 

central level at Jag Jeewan Ram RPF Academy, Lucknow.  

ü The Railway Protection Force was constituted by an Act of 

Parliament in 1957 for providing security to Railway 

property. Subsequently, the force was empowered to 

enquire, arrest and prosecute the offenders involved in 

unlawful possession of railway property in 1966.  

ü Over the years, it was felt that the force needed to be given 

the status of "An Armed Force of the Union" and finally the 



status was bestowed upon the force in 1985 by amending 

the RPF Act by the Parliament.  

ü This day is celebrated every year as the Raising Day of RPF 

by members of the force and their families.   

 

 

 

THE 

GURUDWARA 

MOVEMENT  

 

ü The Gurudwara Movement also known as the Akali 

movement grew out of the Singh Sabha Movement.  

ü Its goal was to free Sikh gurudwaras from the control of 

corrupt Udasi mahants.  

ü The government attempted repressive policies against the 

Akalis' nonviolent non-cooperation satyagraha in 1921 but 

was forced to yield to popular demands.  

ü The government passed the Sikh Gurudwaras Act in 

1922 (amended in 1925), giving the Sikh masses control of 

gurudwaras to be administered through the Shiromani 

Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee (SGPC) as the apex 

body.  
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