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1. SC HELD CHARGESHEETS NOT PUBLIC DOCUMENT 

CONTEXT:        

The Supreme Court held that chargesheets are not ‘public documents’ and enabling their free 

public access violates the provisions of the Criminal Code of Procedure as it compromises the 

rights of the accused, victim, and the investigation agencies. 

ABOUT CHARGESHEET:                 

� A chargesheet, as defined under Section 173 CrPC, is the final report prepared by a 

police officer or investigative agencies after completing their investigation of a case.  

� After preparing the chargesheet, the officer-in-charge of the police station forwards it 

to a Magistrate, who is empowered to take notice of the offences mentioned in it. 

� The chargesheet should contain details of names, the nature of the information, and 

offences. Whether the accused is under arrest, in custody, or has been released, 

whether any action was taken against him, are all important questions that the 

chargesheet answers. 

� Further, when the chargesheet relates to offences for which there is sufficient 

evidence against the accused, the officer forwards it to the Magistrate, complete  with 

all documents. This forms the basis for the prosecution’s case and the charges to be 

framed. 

� A chargesheet must be filed against the accused within a prescribed period of 60 -90 

days, otherwise the arrest is illegal and the accused is entitled to bail. 

DIFFERENT FROM FIR: 

� The term ‘chargesheet’ has been expressly defined under Section 173 of the CrPC but 

‘First Information Report’ or FIR, has not been defined in either the Indian Penal 

Code (IPC) or the CrPC. Instead, it finds a place under the police regulations/ rules 

under Section 154 of CrPC, which deals with ‘Information in Cognizable Cases’. 

� While the chargesheet is the final report filed towards the end of an investigation, an 

FIR is filed at the ‘first’ instance’ that the police is informed of a  cognizable offense 

or offence for which one can be arrested without a warrant; such as rape, murder, 

kidnapping. 



� Further, an FIR does not decide a person’s guilt but a chargesheet is complete with 

evidence and is often used during the trial to prove the offenses the accused is charged 

with. 

� A chargesheet is filed by the police or law -enforcement/ investigative agency only 

after they have gathered sufficient evidence against the accused in respect of the 

offenses mentioned in the FIR, otherwise, a ‘cancellation report’ or ‘untraced report’ 

can be filed when due to lack of evidence. 

 

 

 

 
2. STATEHOOD DAY OF NORTH -EASTERN STATES 

CONTEXT:   

The Statehood Day of Manipur, Meghalaya and Tripura is celebrated on January 21.  

MORE ON NEWS: 

� This year marks the 51st foundation year for the three states which attained statehood 

under the North Eastern Areas (Reorganisation) Act of 1971. While Manipur and 

Tripura were princely states which were absorbed into India in October 1949, 

Meghalaya was part of Assam after Independence. 

� The states came into being in 1972 after the North-Eastern Areas (Reorganisation) 

Act, of 1971, was enacted.  

� It resulted in a significant change in the boundaries of India's Northeastern region, 

dividing it into states and Union Territories (UTs) after 24 years of Independence.  

ATTAINING STATEHOOD:  

� At the time of Independence, the Northeast consisted of the plains of the old Assam 

province, the mountainous regions and the North East Frontier Tracts (NEFT) of the 

Northeast Frontier Province. After independence, the princely states of Manipur and 

Tripura merged with India in 1949. The states were granted the status of Union 

territories. 



� Under the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution of India, Meghalaya was made an 

autonomous state in Assam through the Assam (Meghalaya) Reorganization Act, of 

1969. 

� Finally, in 1972, Tripura, Meghalaya and Manipur were granted full statehood by the 

North Eastern Reorganization Act, 1972. 

MANIPUR: 

� The UT of Manipur became the state of Manipur, comprising territories that before 

that day belonged to the Union Territory of Manipur as per the 1971 Act.  

TRIPURA: 

� Tripura was an independent administrative unit under the maharajas of the Manikya 

dynasty even during the British rule in India, as per the website portal of the state. 

� However, this independence was qualified, subject to recognition by the British, as 

the supreme power of each successive ruler. 

� With the persistent efforts and struggle of its people, Tripura gai ned full statehood on 

January 21, 1972, under the 1971 Act and its democratic set-up was further extended 

to the village level in 1978 with local body elections. This eventually culminated in 

the introduction of the three-tier Panchayati raj system. 

MEGHALAYA:  

� The first prime minister of India, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, evolved a policy to preserve 

and protect the culture of the tribal people in Meghalaya.  

� The region was given special protection in the Indian Constitution along with other tribal 

areas, and it had a great deal of autonomy. 

� In 1960, when Assamese became the state's official language, the agitation for autonomy 

and self-rule gained momentum.  

� This movement was largely peaceful and constitutional. In 1970, Meghalaya became an 

autonomous state within Assam and later it achieved full statehood on January 21, 1972. 

 

 
 



CONTEXT:  

The Centre has decided to nominate Assam’s Charaideo Maidams — the Ahom equivalent of 

the ancient Egyptian pyramids — for the UNESCO World Heritage Site status this year.   

CHARAIDEO MAIDAMS: 

� Established by the Ahom King Chao Lung Siu-Ka-Pha in 1228, Charaideo in Assam 

was the first capital of the Ahom Kingdom.  

� A place for ancestral gods of the Ahoms, it is the burial ground of kings and queens.  

� Also called the ‘Pyramids of Assam’, the hillocks of Charaideo have tombs 

(called Maidams) and the place is compared to the Pyramids of Egypt, thus proving to 

be a splendid 

example of 

medieval times.  

� There are 

actually over 

150 maidams, b

ut only 30 of 

these are 

protected by the 

Archaeological 

Survey of India 

along with 

Assam State Archaeology Department. 

ARCHITECTURE:            

� The wondrous architecture of Charaideo includes underground vaults with domed 

chambers covered by earthen mounds and thus appear like hillocks. On the top of 

each hillock, a small open pavilion called ‘chow-chali’ made of bricks and stones.  

� It is also said that besides the kings and queens, attendants, pets and even valuables 

were buried. Thus, the site has been encroached, robbed and thereby, damaged. 

 
 

3. ASSAM’S CHARAIDEO MAIDAMS 



 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

MGNREGA 

 

� MGNREGA is one of the largest work guarantee 

programmes in the world launched in 2005 by the Ministry 

of Rural development. 

� The primary objective of the scheme is to guarantee 100 

days of employment in every financial year to adult 

members of any rural household willing to do public work-

related unskilled manual work. 

� As of 2022-23, there are 15.4 crore active workers under the 

MGNREGA. 

� At least one-third of beneficiaries have to be women. 

� Wages must be paid according to the statutory minimum 

wages specified for agricultural labourers in the state under 

the Minimum Wages Act, 1948. 

� The most important part of MGNREGA’s design is  its 

legally-backed guarantee for any rural adult to get work 

within 15 days of demanding it, failing which an 

‘unemployment allowance’ must be given. 

� The act mandates Gram sabhas to recommend the works 

that are to be undertaken and at least 50% of the works must 

be executed by them. 

 

 

 

MEASLES AND 

RUBELLA 

 

� Measles: It is a highly contagious viral disease. Despite 

the availability of a safe and effective vaccine, measles 

remains an important cause of death among young children 

globally, and can also lead to serious adverse outcomes such 

as blindness, pneumonia and encephalitis. 

� Rubella: It is an acute, contagious viral 



infection. While rubella virus infection usually causes 

a mild fever and rash in children and adults, infection 

during pregnancy, especially during the first trimester, can 

result in miscarriage, fetal death, stillbirth, or infants with 

congenital malformations, known as congenital rubella 

syndrome (CRS). 
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