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1. THE GREEN COMET  

CONTEXT:        

Appearing near Earth after nearly 50,000 years, and next estimated to come close to us after 

as many years, it might be possible to see a recently discovered green comet. 

GREEN COMETS: 

ü Comets are frozen rocky or gas-filled objects that are remnants of the formation of the 

solar system.  

ü Due to their composition, characteristics and the path they move in, they tend to leave 

a light “behind them”.                        

ü Here, the comet itself is green (called the head of the comet) and emits a whitish light 

behind it (often called the tail of the 

comet). 

ü Just like other bodies in space, 

comets also have orbits.  

ü They are sometimes pulled in close 

to the sun because of the sun’s 

gravity acting on them.  

ü As they orbit near the Sun, they heat up and spew gases and dust into a glowing head 

that can be larger than a planet.  

ü The remains of dust following this burning up, from a distance, look like a trail of 

light to humans on Earth.  

ü Comets, therefore, have often been seen giving out blue or whiteish light, or even 

green. 

ü The green glow is thought to arise from the presence of diatomic carbon – pairs of 

carbon atoms that are bound together – in the head of the comet.  

ü The molecule emits green light when excited by the ultraviolet rays in solar radiation. 

 

 

 



 
2. THE KEN -BETWA RIVER LINKING PROJECT  

CONTEXT:   

The Steering Committee of the Ken-Betwa Link Project (KBLP) held its third meeting in 

New Delhi.  

 ABOUT KEN-BETWA PROJECT:      

ü The Ken-Betwa link project (KBLP) is the first river interlinking project, among the 

16 similar projects planned under the Peninsular Rivers Development of the NPP.  

ü It will connect the tributaries of the Yamuna River, namely the Ken river in the Panna  

district of Madhya Pradesh and the Betwa river in Uttar Pradesh. 

ü The main objective of the NPP is the transfer of water from river basins with surplus 

water to those with scarce water, for tackling 

the problem of water scarcity.  

ü The Ken-Betwa inter-linking of rivers project 

received the nod of the Union Cabinet. 

ü The project involves the transfer of water from 

Ken to the Betwa river through the 

construction of the Daudhan Dam and the 

canal linking the rivers. 

ü The project is structured to be completed in two phases. 

· In phase-I, the Daudhan Dam complex and its subsidiary units such as the Low-Level 

Tunnel, High-Level Tunnel, Ken-Betwa Link Canal, and powerhouses will be 

completed. 

· In phase II, construction of the Lower Orr Dam, Bina Complex Project, and Kotha 

Barrage will be taken care of. 

SIGNIFICANCE:  

ü The government envisions the programme of interlinking of rivers as a top priority, 

towards sustainable development of water resources in India.  

ü The Ken Betwa link project has been planned as a multi-purpose project, for 

providing several benefits in terms of better utilisation of water resources and 

addressing the water scarcity in several parts of the Bundelkhand region. 



ü The region is prone to recurring drought conditions that have impacted socio-

economic development in the area.  

ü Moreover, owing to the hard rock and marginal alluvium terrain, the location is not 

rich in groundwater. Hence, the Ken Betwa river project will help in utilising the 

floodwater during monsoon and stabilise the availability of water during lean months, 

especially in drought years. 

ü The project linking Ken and Betwa river will also provide annual irrigation and 

hydropower generation.  

ü The districts that will benefit from the Ken betwa link pariyojna include Chhatarpur, 

Tikamgarh, Sagar, Damoh, Datia,  Vidisha, Shivpuri, Raisen and Panna in Madhya 

Pradesh and Jhansi, Mahoba, Banda and Lalitpur in Uttar Pradesh.  

ü As many as 62 lakh people in the Bundelkhand region will also experience improved 

drinking water supply due to the project. 

 
  

3. NOROVIRUS 

CONTEXT:  

The Kerala Health Department confirmed two cases of the gastrointestinal infection 

norovirus  in Ernakulam district. 

ABOUT NOROVIRUS: 

ü Norovirus is not new, it has been circulating among humans for over 50 years and is 

thought to be one of the primary causes of gastroenteritis.  

ü The virus is estimated to kill 200,000 persons globally every year, with most deaths 

occurring among those below the age of five years and those over the age of 65 years. 

ü The virus is capable of surviving low temperatures, and outbreaks tend to be more 

common during the winter and in colder countries — that is why it is sometimes 

referred to as “winter vomiting disease”.  

 



ü Norovirus leads to diarrhoea, vomiting, nausea, and abdominal pain.  

ü Being a diarrhoeal disease, it can lead to dehydration, so drinking plenty of fluids is 

recommended. 

TRANSMISSION AND PREVENTION:  

ü The infection can be transmitted through foods contaminated with the virus, touching 

surfaces that are contaminated with the virus and then touching the mouth, and being 

in direct contact with someone with the infection like taking care of them and sharing 

foods and utensils with them. 

ü Good hand hygiene is the best way to prevent infection.  

ü Washing hands with soap and water for 20 seconds. Hands sanitisers are thought to 

not work too well against norovirus. 

ü As the infection can be transmitted by foods, it is suggested that a sick person not 

prepare food for others. All food items should be carefully washed and cooked at high 

temperatures. The norovirus can survive temperatures as high as 60 degrees Celsius. 

 

 

  

4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

MACHU PICCHU  

 

ü Machu 

Picchu is 

a 15th-

century In

ca citadel 

located in the Eastern Cordillera of southern Peru on a 

2,430-meter  mountain ridge.  

ü Often referred to as the "Lost City of the Incas", it is the 

most familiar icon of the Inca Empire. 

ü More than 7,000 feet above sea level in the Andes 

SYMPTOMS:



Mountains, Machu Picchu is the most visited tourist 

destination in Peru.  

ü Machu Picchu was designated a UNESCO World Heritage 

Site in 1983 and was named one of the New Seven Wonders 

of the World in 2007. 

 

 

OLIVE RIDLEY  

 

ü Hundreds of 

vulnerable Olive 

Ridley Turtles 

( Lepidochelys 

olivacea) have washed 

ashore along the 

coastline between 

Kakinada and 

Antarvedi in the Godavari region during the ongoing annual 

breeding season on the east coast.  

ü The olive ridley gets its name from the olive green color of 

its heart-shaped shell.  

ü The species is among the smallest of the world’s sea turtles 

and is found primarily in the tropical regions of the Pacific, 

Indian, and Atlantic oceans. 

ü Olive ridley turtles are found throughout the world.  

ü The number of olive ridleys are greatly reduced from 

historical estimates, due to overexploitation for turtle 

meat and eggs.   

ü Bycatch in fishing gear and the direct harvest of turtles and 

eggs are the biggest threat facing olive ridleys. 

ü The olive ridley is classified as vulnerable according to 

the International Union for Conservation of Nature and 

Natural Resources, and is listed in Appendix I of CITES.  
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