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1.  14TH BRICS SUMMIT  

CONTEXT:                            

At the 14th summit of the BRICS 

(Brazil-Russia-India-China-South 

Africa) countries held in Beijing this 

year. 

HIGHLIGHTS:          

ü BRICS nations have supported 

diplomacy and dialogue 

between Russia and 

Ukraine. Three of its members 

-- China, India and South 

Africa -- have abstained from 

voting on a United Nations 

resolution condemning 

Russia's invasion of Ukraine. 

ü PM focused on global post-

pandemic economic recovery 

and the growing strength of the BRICS grouping. 

ü The BRICS declaration reiterated that terrorism should not be associated with any 

religion, nationality, civilisation or ethnic group . BRICS has called for an 

expeditious finalisation and adoption of the Comprehensive Convention on 

International Terrorism within the UN framework. The treaty proposed is also 

meant for launching multilateral negotiations on an international convention for the 

suppression of acts of chemical and biological terrorism, at the Conference of 

Disarmament. 

ü The summit welcomed the BRICS Initiative on Denial of Safe Haven to 

Corruption, which aims to further strengthen anti-corruption capacity building 

through education and training programs and enhance anti-corruption exchanges and 

cooperation within multilateral frameworks. 

BRICS 

ü BRICS is an acronym for the grouping 

of the world’s leading emerging 

economies, namely Brazil, Russia, India, 

China, and South Africa. 

ü In 2001, the British Economist Jim 

O’Neill coined the term BRIC to 

describe the four emerging economies of 

Brazil, Russia, India, and China. 

ü South Africa was invited to join BRIC in 

December 2010, after which the group 

adopted the acronym BRICS. 

ü The grouping was formalised during 

the first meeting of BRIC Foreign 

Ministers’ in 2006. 

ü The BRICS brings together five of the 

largest developing countries of the 

world, representing 41% of the global 

population, 24% of the global 

GDP and 16% of the global trade. 

 



ü The summit also expressed concern over the serious drug situation in the world. 

ü The declaration welcomed the establishment of the Digital Economy Working 

Group by upgrading the E-commerce Working Group and said the BRICS nations 

have agreed to promote consumer protection in e-commerce by advancing the 

implementation of BRICS Framework for Consumer Protection in E-commerce. 

ü BRICS nations agreed to strengthen exchanges and cooperation in trade in 

services and the engagement of BRICS national focal points, as established in the 

BRICS Framework for Cooperation on Trade in Services, with the BRICS Business 

Council. 

ü BRICS nations decided to establish the BRICS Think Tank Network for Finance.  

 

 

2. ECO-SENSITIVE ZONES 

CONTEXT:  

Farmers in Kerala continue to protest across several high ranges of the state against the 

Supreme Court’s recent order to establish 1-km Eco-Sensitive Zones around all protected 

areas, wildlife sanctuaries and national parks. 

ECO-SENSITIVE ZONES: 

ü As per the National Wildlife Action Plan (2002-2016), issued by the Union Ministry 

of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, land within 10 km of the boundaries of 

national parks and wildlife sanctuaries is to be notified as eco-fragile zones or Eco-

Sensitive Zones (ESZ). 

ü While the 10-km rule is implemented as a general principle, the extent of its 

application can vary.  

ü Areas beyond 10-km can also be notified by the Union government as ESZs, if 

they hold larger ecologically important “sensitive corridors.” 

WHY THESE ZONES ARE CREATED? 



ü According to the guidelines issued by the Environment Ministry, ESZs are created 

as “shock absorbers” for the protected areas, to minimize the negative impact on 

the “fragile ecosystems” by certain human activities taking place nearby.  

ü Furthermore, these areas are meant to act as a transition zone from areas 

requiring higher protection to those requiring lesser protection. 

ü The guidelines also state that the ESZs are not meant to hamper the daily activities 

of people living in the vicinity, but are meant to guard the protected areas and “refine 

the environment around them”. 

ü To do so, the guidelines list the activities prohibited in an ESZ, such as commercial 

mining, saw mills, commercial use of wood, etc., apart from regulated activities like 

felling of trees.  

ü Lastly, there are permitted activities like ongoing agricultural or horticultural 

practices, rainwater harvesting, organic farming, among others. 
 

 

 

3. ALZHEIMER’S DRUG FAILED IN CLINICAL TRIALS 

CONTEXT:  

An experimental Alzheimer’s drug aimed at slowing or preventing cognitive decline in 

people at risk of developing the disease early has failed in clinical trials, landing a blow to 

efforts aimed at finding a trailblazing treatment to the neurodegenerative dis ease.  

ABOUT ALZHEIMER: 

ü Alzheimer’s is a degenerative brain disorder that slowly robs people of their 

memory and thinking abilities.  

ü Worldwide, it is the most common form of dementia or loss of cognitive 

functioning — thinking, remembering, and reasoning – contributing 60%-70% 

cases, according to the World Health Organisation (WHO). 

ü Progressive and irreversible, it usually begins with mild memory loss, and as 

symptoms grow severe, patients lose the ability to perform even simple tasks. 



ü The disease was discovered after Dr Alios Alzheimer examined a memory-loss 

patient’s brain after her death in 1906 and found abnormal clumps (beta-amyloid 

plaque) and bundles of fibres (neurofibrillary tangles).  

ü The plaque and tangles, along with loss of connections between the neurons to 

transmit messages inside the brain, are key markers of the disease. 

 

 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

VL-SRSAM 

 

ü Vertical Launch Short Range Surface to Air Missile 

(VL-SRSAM) was successfully flight-tested by Defence 

Research & Development Organisation (DRDO) and the 

Indian Navy from an Indian Naval Ship at Integrated Test 

Range (ITR), Chandipur. 

ü The launch of the system was conducted against a high 

speed aerial target mimicking aircraft, which was 

successfully engaged. The flight path of the vehicle along 

with health parameters were monitored using a number of 

tracking instruments. 

ü The VL-SRSAM system has been designed to strike at the 

high-speed airborne targets at the range of 40km to 50km 

and at an altitude of around 15km. 

 

 

CARD-ON-FILE 

TOKENIZATION 

 

Tokenisation: It refers to replacement of actual credit and debit 

card details with an alternate code called the “token”, which 

will be unique for a combination of card, token requestor and 

device. 

A tokenised card transaction is considered safer as the actual 

card details are not shared with the merchant during transaction 



processing. 

Card-on-File: A CoF transaction is a transaction where a 

cardholder has authorised a merchant to store the cardholder’s 

Mastercard or Visa payment details. The cardholder then authorises 

that same merchant to bill the cardholder’s stored Mastercard or 

Visa account. 
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