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1.  GROUPING OF 7 

COUNTRIES  

CONTEXT:                            

Prime Minister is in Germany to attend 

the Group of Seven (G7) Summit at 

Schloss Elmau. 

THE GROUP OF 7:           

ü The G7 is an informal forum of 

leading industrialised nations, 

which include Canada, France, 

Germany, Italy, Japan, the 

United Kingdom and the United 

States.  

ü Representatives of the European 

Union are always present at the 

annual meeting of the heads of 

state and government of the G7.  

ü Germany holds the presidency of 

the G7 in 2022. 

ü German Chancellor has invited 

India, along with Argentina, Indonesia, Senegal, and South Africa to the 2022 

Summit as partner countries.  

ü Ukrainian President will take part virtually on June 27, the G7 presidency has 

announced. 

ü A number of international organizations, including the United Nations, the World 

Health Organization (WHO), the World Trade Organization (WTO), the 

International Monetary Fund (IMF), and the World Bank, are also participating 

in the Summit. 

FACTS ON G7 

ü As of 2022, G7 countries make up 

10% of the world’s population, 31% 

of global GDP, and 21% of global 

carbon dioxide emissions, according 

to the Summit website.  

ü In all G7 countries, annual public 

sector expenditure exceeded revenue 

in 2021.  

ü Most G7 countries also had a high 

level of gross debt, especially Japan 

(263% of GDP), Italy (151%) and 

the US (133%). 

ü The G7 countries are important 

players in global trade. The US and 

Germany in particular are major 

export nations. Both sold goods worth 

well over a trillion US dollars 

abroad in 2021. 

 



ü The first “World Economic Summit ”, which later became the G7, was launched in 

1975 by former French President Valéry Giscard d’Estaing and then Federal 

Chancellor Helmut Schmidt.  

ü The heads of state and government of Germany, France, Great Britain, Italy, 

Japan and the US — a Group of Six — met for a fireside chat at Rambouillet  Castle 

in France.  

ü The participants exchanged ideas on the economic problems of the 1970s — the 

first oil crisis and the collapse of the system of fixed exchange rates (Bretton Woods) 

— and agreed on international economic policy and initial measures to fight the 

global downturn. 

ü In 1976, Canada was added to the group. 

ü In the 1980s, the interest of the G7 expanded to include foreign and security 

policy issues. 

ü In 1998, the Group of Eight was constituted as Russia became a member. Russia 

was thrown out of the group after its violation of Ukraine’s sovereignty and 

territorial integrity in 2014. 

 
 

2. NEW VPN RULES 

CONTEXT:  

India’s cybersecurity agency passed a rule mandating Virtual Private Network (VPN) 

providers to record and keep their customers’ logs for 180 days. It also asked these firms to 

collect and store customer data for up to five years. 

MORE ON NEWS: 

ü The new rules further mandated that any cybercrime recorded must be reported to the 

CERTIn (Computer Emergency Response Team) within six hours of the crime.  

ü The new directives, if passed, will be ef   fective from June 28.  

ü In response to the CERTIn rules, Nord VPN, one of the world’s largest VPN 

providers, has said it is moving its servers out of the country.  

EVOLUTION: 



ü Two other firms, Express VPN and Surfshark, said they will shut down their physical 

servers in India and cater to users in India through virtual servers located in Singapore 

and the U.K. 

APPLICABILITY OF NEW  RULES: 

ü CERTIn directions are applicable to data centres, virtual private server (VPS) 

providers, cloud service providers, virtual asset service providers, virtual asset 

exchange providers, custodian wallet providers and government organisations.  

ü Firms that provide Internet proxy like services through VPN technologies also come 

under the ambit of the new rule.  

ü Corporate entities are not under the scanner. 

VIRTUAL SERVER AND ITS USES: 

ü A virtual server is a simulated server environment built on an actual physical 

server. It recreates the functionality of a dedicated physical server.  

ü The virtual twin functions like a physical server that runs software and uses 

resources of the physical server.  

ü Multiple virtual servers can run on a single physical server.  

ü Virtualising servers helps reallocate resources for changing workloads.  

ü Converting one physical server into multiple virtual servers allows organisations to 

use processing power and resources more ef ficiently by running multiple operating 

systems and applications on one partitioned server.  

ü Running multiple operating systems and applications on a single physical machine 

reduces cost as it consumes less space and hardware.  

ü Virtualisation also reduces cost as maintaining a virtual server infrastructure is low 

compared to physical server infrastructure.  

ü Virtual servers are also said to of fer higher security than a physical server 

infrastructure as the operating system and applications are enclosed in a virtual 

machine. This helps contain security attacks and malicious behaviour inside the 

virtual machine. 

 

 



3. ABORTION LAWS AROUND THE WORLD 

CONTEXT:  

With the US Supreme Court overturning the landmark 1973 Roe v Wade decision that 

established a constitutional right to an abortion, the United States is now among the few 

dozen countries that have severely restricted access to the procedure. 

ABORTION LAW IN INDIA: 

ü India’s Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act, 1971 allows abortion until 20 

weeks of pregnancy.  

ü An amendment in 2021 raised the ceiling for abortions to 24 weeks for special 

categories of pregnant women such as rape or incest survivors, that too, with the 

approval of two registered doctors. 

ü There is no upper gestation limit for the procedure in cases of foetal disability as 

long as it is approved by a medical board of specialist doctors set up by the 

governments of states and union territories. 

COUNTRIES THAT BANNED ABORTIONS: 

ü Abortions are illegal in 24 countries, where about 90 million or 5 per cent of women 

of reproductive age reside, according to the global advocacy group, Center for 

Reproductive Rights.  

ü These include Senegal, Mauritania, and Egypt in Africa, Laos and the Philippines 

in Asia, El Salvador and Honduras in Central America, and Poland and Malta in 

Europe. 

ü Malta is the only country in the European Union that bans abortions under all 

circumstances. 

ü Many African nations have either banned abortions altogether, or severely 

restricted them. In Nigeria, the procedure is only permitted if the mother’s life is in 

danger. 

 

 

 



4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

NASHA MUKT 

BHARAT  

 

ü Nasha Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan Run on the occasion of 

International Day against Drug Abuse. 

ü The occasion of International Day Against Drug Abuse 

and Illicit Traf                         ficking was celebrated on 26 June, which is 

observed worldwide to strengthen action and cooperation in 

achieving the goal of a sustainable world free of 

substance abuse.  

ü This year’s theme is “Share Facts on Drugs, Save Lives”.  

ü The motive is to combat misinformation by sharing real 

facts on drugs — from health risks and solutions for the 

world drug problem to evidence-based prevention, 

treatment, and care. 

ü The Ministry of Social Justice and 

Empowerment supports organizations that work for 

preventive education & awareness generation on substance 

abuse, capacity building, treatment and rehabilitation.  

 

 

CERT-IN 

 

ü CERT-In is nodal government agency that deals with cyber 

security threats like hacking and phishing in India.  

ü CERT-In was established in 2004 as a functional 

organization of the Ministry of Electronics and 

Information Technology. 

ü The Information Technology (Amendment) Act 2008 

designated CERT-In to serve as the national agency to 

perform the functions in the area of cyber security. 

ü Objective: Protect Indian cyberspace and software 

infrastructure against destructive and hacking activities. 

 



 

HIMACHAL TO 

BUYBACK 

SINGLE USE 

PLASTICS 

 

ü Himachal Pradesh is all set to kick-start a buy-back 

scheme in schools and colleges to purchase the single-use 

plastic items. 

ü Under the novel scheme, the government will pay students 

D75 for a kg of single-use plastic items they deposit with 

the school. 

ü It refers to plastic items that are used once and discarded. 

ü Single-use plastic has among the highest shares of plastic 

manufactured and used — from packaging of items, to 

bottles (shampoo, detergents, cosmetics), polythene bags, 

face masks, cof fee cups, cling film, trash bags, food 

packaging etc. 
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