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 1.  THE PREHISTORIC GEOGLYPHS 

CONTEXT:       

Experts and conservationists have raised concerns over the proposed location for a mega oil 

refinery in Barsu village of Maharashtra’s Ratnagiri district. They claim that the refinery 

might damage prehistoric geoglyphs found in the area. 

MORE ON NEWS: 

ü The sites are protected by the state archaeology department and the Archaeological 

Survey of India (ASI).  

ü Recently, these sites in the Konkan region were added to a tentative list of 

UNESCO’s world 

heritage sites.  

ü While the UNESCO 

listing dates these sites to 

be over 12,000 years old, 

some experts have 

claimed that these sites 

might go as far back as 

20,000 years, and that 

this can be ascertained through carbon and geological dating. 

ABOUT GEOGLYPHS:     

ü Geoglyphs are a form of prehistoric rock art, created on the surface of laterite plateaus 

(Sada in Marathi).  

ü They are made by removing a part of the rock surface through an incision, picking, 

carving or abrading.  

ü They can be in the form of rock paintings, etchings, cup marks and ring marks. 

ü The UNESCO listing mentions “Konkan geoglyphs.” However, elsewhere, the term 

petroglyph (literally, “rock symbol/character”) is also used.  

ü As per the UNESCO listing, petroglyphs and geoglyphs share similarities as both 

require the skills of removing parts or engraving a symbol on the rock surface. 



SIGNIFICANCE OF RATNAGIRI ROCK ART: 

ü Clusters of geoglyphs are spread across the Konkan coastline in Maharashtra 

and Goa, spanning around 900 km. Porous laterite rock, which lends itself to such 

carving, is found on a large scale across the entire region. 

ü Ratnagiri district has more than 1,500 pieces of such art, also called “Katal shilpa,” 

spread across 70 sites. UNESCO’s tentative world heritage list mentions seven sites 

with petroglyphs in Ratnagiri district. 

ü Ratnagiri’s rock art is evidence of the continued existence of human settlements from 

the Mesolithic (middle stone age) to the early historic era. The geoglyphs also show 

the existence of certain types of fauna that are no longer present in the region today. 

 

 

 

 
2.  THE PRASAD SCHEME 

CONTEXT:  

President of India Droupadi Murmu inaugurated ‘PRASAD’ project at the tourism facilitation 

centre in the pilgrim town of Srisailam in Andhra Pradesh. 

ABOUT PRASAD SCHEME: 

ü The PRASAD scheme was launched by the Government of India in 2014-2015 (under 

the Ministry of Tourism).  

ü The PRASAD scheme stands for 'Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual 

Augmentation Drive.'  

ü In October 2017, the scheme's name was changed from PRASAD to "National 

Mission on Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Heritage Augmentation Drive 

(PRASHAD)."   

ü This program focuses on developing and identifying pilgrimage sites throughout India 

in order to enhance the religious tourism experience. 

ü It aims to prioritize, plan, and sustainably integrate pilgrimage destinations in order to 

provide a comprehensive religious tourism experience. 

ü Domestic tourism growth is heavily reliant on pilgrimage tourism. 



ü The PRASAD scheme aims to pave the way for religious tourism development and 

promotion in India. 

ü The projects identified under this scheme will be implemented by the respective 

State/Union Territory Government through the identified agencies.  

ü The Ministry of Tourism provides State Governments with Central Financial 

Assistance (CFA) to promote tourism at designated destinations. 

ü The Central Government will provide a 100 percent fund for components within the 

scope of public funding under this scheme. 

ü It also seeks to involve Public-Private Partnership (PPP) and Corporate Social 

Responsibility (CSR) in order to improve the project's sustainability. 

 

 

 

3.
 

THE NCPCR WARNS NGOs  FOR 
DEPICTING VULNERABLE CHIDREN

CONTEXT:  

The practice of civil society organisations using representative visuals for fundraising 

activities concerning development issues such as malnutrition now faces new scrutiny with 

the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) issuing a directive to 

NGOs to not depict vulnerable children.  

ABOUT NCPCR: 

ü The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) is an Indian 

statutory body established by an Act of Parliament, the Commission for Protection of 

Child Rights (CPCR) Act, 2005.  

ü The Commission works under the aegis of Ministry of Women and Child 

Development. The Commission became operational on 5 March 2007. 

ü The Commission is mandated under section 13 of CPCR Act, 2005 "to ensure that all 

Laws, Policies, Programmes, and Administrative Mechanisms are in consonance with 

the Child Rights perspective as enshrined in the Constitution of India and the UN 

Convention on the Rights of the Child."  



ü As defined by the commission, child includes person up to the age of 18 years.  

COMPOSITION: 

The commission consist of the following members namely:- 

ü A chairperson who, is a person of eminence and has done an outstanding work for 

promoting the welfare of children; and 

ü Six members, out of which at least two are woman, from the following fields, is 

appointed by the Central Government from amongst person of eminence, ability, 

integrity, standing and experience in,- 

· Education; 

· Child health, care, welfare or child development; 

· Juvenile justice or care of neglected or marginalized children or children with 

disabilities; 

· Elimination of child labour or children in distress; 

· Child psychology or sociology; 

· Laws relating to children. 

FUNCTIONS OF NCPCR: 

ü Examine and review the safeguards provided by or under any law for the time being 

in force for the protection of child rights and recommend measures for their effective 

implementation; 

ü Present to be central government, annually and at such other intervals, as the 

commission may deem fit, reports upon working of those safeguards;  

ü Inquire into violation of child rights and recommend initiation of proceedings in such 

cases; 

ü Examine all factors that inhibit the enjoyment of rights of children affected by 

terrorism, communal violence, riots, natural disaster, domestic violence, HIV/AIDS, 

trafficking, maltreat ment, torture and exploitation, pornography and prostitution and 

recommend appropriate remedial measures; 

ü Look into the matters relating to the children in need of special care and protection 

including children in distress, marginalized and disadvantaged children, children in 



conflict with law, juveniles children without family and children of prisoners and 

recommend appropriate remedial measures; 

ü Study treaties and other international instruments and undertake periodical review of 

existing policies, programmes and other activities on child rights and make 

recommendations for their effective implementation in the best interest of children;  

ü Undertake and promote research in the field of child rights;  

ü Spread child rights literacy among various section of society and promote awareness 

of the safeguards available for protection of these rights through publications, the 

media, seminar and other available means; 

ü Inspect or cause to be inspected any juveniles custodial home, or any other place of 

residence or institution meant for children, under the control of the Central 

Government or any State Government or any other authority, including any institution 

run by a social organization; Where children are detained or lodged for the purpose of 

treatment, reformation or protection and take up with these authorities for remedial 

action, if found necessary. 

 

4. ALSO IN NEWS

 

THE 

PRODUCTION 

LINKED 

INCENTIVE 

SCHEMES 

 

ü The Finance Minister announced the Production Linked 

Incentive (PLI) Schemes across 13 key sectors.  

ü It will create national manufacturing champions and 

generate employment opportunities for the country’s youth.  

ü The aim is to give companies incentives on incremental 

sales from products manufactured in domestic units. 

ü It also invites foreign companies to set units in India along 

with encouraging local companies to set up or expand 

existing manufacturing units. 

  



 

TRADEMARK 

 

ü Trademark refers to graphical representation of goods or 

services to make it distinguishable from others. 

ü It can be words, symbols, sound, colours, shape of goods, 

graphics representation or packaging etc. 

ü It protects owner against unfair competition, prevents 

damage to reputation of owner and consumer welfare. 

ü In India, trademarks are governed under Trademarks Act, 

1999 ( it deals with precise nature of rights one can acquire 

in respect of trademarks), under aegis of Department of 

Industrial Policy & Promotion (DIPP), Ministry of 

Commerce. 

ü The implementing body is Controller General of Patents, 

Designs and Trademarks 
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