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 1.  THE BRAIN-EATING AMOEBA 

CONTEXT:       

South Korea reported its first case of infection from Naegleria fowleri or “brain-eating 

amoeba”. Health authorities ran a host of tests to determine the exact cause of his death, 

which was found to be an infection caused by Naegleria fowleri. 

ABOUT NAEGLERIA FOWLERI:                  

ü Naegleria is an amoeba, a single-celled organism, and only one of its species, called 

Naegleria fowleri. 

ü It can infect humans, 

according to the US Centers 

for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC).  

ü It was first discovered in 

Australia in 1965 and is 

commonly found in warm 

freshwater bodies, such as 

hot springs, rivers and lakes. 

INFECTION TO HUMAN: 

ü The amoeba enters the human body through the nose and then travels up to the brain.  

ü This can usually happen when someone goes for a swim, or dive or even when they 

dip their head in a freshwater body.  

ü In some cases, it was found that people got infected when they cleaned their nostrils 

with contaminated water.  

ü Scientists haven’t found any evidence of the spreading of Naegleria fowleri through 

water vapour or aerosol droplets. 

ü Once Naegleria fowleri goes to the brain, it destroys brain tissues and causes a 

dangerous infection known as primary amebic meningoencephalitis (PAM). 

 
SYMPTOMS: 

CLIMATE CHANGE AND THE AMOEBA 

· With the rising global temperatures, the 

chances of getting Naegleria fowleri 

infection will go up as the amoeba mainly 

thrives in warm freshwater bodies.  

· The organism best grows in high 

temperatures up to 46°C and sometimes can 

survive at even higher temperatures. 

 



ü The first signs of PAM start showing 

within one to 12 days after the 

infection.  

ü In the initial stages, they might be 

similar to symptoms of meningitis, 

which are headache, nausea and 

fever.   

ü In the later stages, one can suffer from a stiff neck, seizures, hallucinations, and even 

coma.  

ü The infection spreads rapidly and on average causes death within about five days.  

ü The fatality of PAM is as such that only four people have survived out of 154 known 

infected individuals. 

TREATMENT: 

ü As the Naegleria fowleri infection is rare and progresses quickly, scientists haven’t 

been able to identify any effective treatments yet.  

ü At present, doctors treat it with a combination of drugs, including amphotericin B, 

azithromycin, fluconazole, rifampin, miltefosine, and dexamethasone. 

 

 

 

 
2. THE SOCIAL STOCK EXCHANGE 

CONTEXT:  

SEBI granted its final approval, for introducing Social Stock Exchange (SSE) as a separate 

segment on BSE. 

SOCIAL STOCK EXCHANGE (SSE): 

ü SSE is a novel idea in India, and a stock exchange of this kind is intended to benefit 

the private and non-profit sectors by directing more capital to them.  

ü During her Budget speech for the fiscal year 2019–20, Finance Minister Nirmala 

Sitharaman first proposed the concept of SSE.  



ü The Securities Contracts (Regulation) Act, 1956 was then invoked by the government, 

which subsequently published a gazette notification announcing a new security as 

"zero coupon zero principal". 

ü The SSE will function as a distinct division of the current stock exchanges under the 

new regulations. 

ELIGIBILITY FOR LISTING: 

ü The SSE will be a distinct division of the current stock exchanges under the new 

regulations. Not-for-profit organisations (NPOs) and for-profit social enterprises with 

social intent and impact as their primary goal will be eligible to participate in the SSE. 

ü Additionally, such an intent should be shown by its emphasis on social goals that are 

appropriate for under-served or less privileged populations or areas. 

ü The social enterprises will have to engage in a social activity out of 16 broad activities 

listed by the regulator. 

ü The eligible activities include- 

· eradicating hunger poverty, malnutrition and inequality 

· promoting healthcare, supporting education, employability and livelihoods 

· gender equality empowerment of women and LGBTQIA communities 

· supporting incubators of social enterprise. 

ü Corporate foundations, political or religious organisations or activities, professional or 

trade associations, infrastructure companies, and housing companies, with the 

exception of affordable housing, will not be eligible to be identified as social 

enterprises. 

ü According to Sebi's framework, minimum issue size of ₹1 crore and a minimum 

application size for subscription of ₹2 lakh are currently required for SSE. 

 
 

 

3.
 

PROCESS OF DELIMITATION 
BEGINS IN ASSAM

 

CONTEXT:  



The Election Commission of 

India said it has begun 

the process of delimitation of 

Assembly and Parliamentary 

constituencies in Assam. 

ABOUT DELIMITATION: 

ü Delimitation literally 

means the act or process 

of fixing limits or 

boundaries of territorial 

constituencies in a country or a province having a legislative body.  

ü The job of delimitation is assigned to a high power body. Such a body is known as 

Delimitation Commission or a Boundary Commission.   

ü In India, such Delimitation Commissions have been constituted 4 times – in 1952 

under the Delimitation Commission Act, 1952, in 1963 under Delimitation 

Commission Act, 1962, in 1973 under Delimitation Act, 1972 and in 2002 under 

Delimitation Act, 2002.  

ü The Delimitation Commission in India is a high power body whose orders have the 

force of law and cannot be called in question before any court.  

ü These orders come into force on a date to be specified by the President of India in this 

behalf.  

ü The copies of its orders are laid before the House of the People and the State 

Legislative Assembly concerned, but no modifications are permissible therein by 

them. 

CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS: 

ü Under Article 82, the Parliament enacts a Delimitation Act after every Census. 

ü Under Article 170, States also get divided into territorial constituencies as per 

Delimitation Act after every Census. 

ü Once the Act is in force, the Union government sets up a Delimitation Commission. 

ü The first delimitation exercise was carried out by the President (with the help of the 

Election Commission) in 1950-51. 



    4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

DRAFT 

NATIONAL 

TOURISM 

POLICY 2022 

 

ü The National Tourism Policy 2022 is part of the vision of 

New India on a high trajectory of growth and prosperity. 

ü The new Policy is a holistic framework for sustainable and 

responsible growth of the tourism sector in the country.  

ü The policy’s objectives include increasing the framework 

conditions for the country’s tourist industry’s growth, 

assisting the travel and tourism sector, and promoting 

related businesses. 

ü Five key areas would be given significant focus in the next 

10 years — green tourism, digital tourism, destination 

management, skilling the hospitality sector and supporting 

tourism-related to Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 

(MSMEs). 

 

 

THE SOCIO-

ECONOMIC AND 

CASTE CENSUS 

 

ü The Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC) was 

conducted in 2011 for the first time since 1931. 

ü SECC is meant to canvass every Indian family, both in rural 

and urban India, and ask about their: 

· Economic status, so as to allow Central and State authorities 

to come up with a range of indicators of deprivation, 

permutations, and combinations of which could be used by 

each authority to define a poor or deprived person. 

· It is also meant to ask every person their specific caste 



name to allow the government to re-evaluate which caste 

groups were economically worse off and which were better 

off. 

ü SECC has the potential to allow for a mapping of 

inequalities at a broader level. 
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