
PRELIMS 29.08.2022



INDEX 

 

S. No 

 

News 

 

Source 

 

1 

  

FULL COURT MEET 

 

 

The Indian 

Express 

 

2 

 

THE SOUTHERN RICE BLACK-STREAKED 

DWARF VIRUS 

 

 

The Indian 

Express 

 

3 

 

LINKING OF VOTER ID WITH AADHAAR 

 

The Hindu 

 

     4 

 

ALSO IN NEWS 

 

PIB 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

1. FULL COURT MEET 

CONTEXT:                            

Within hours of taking over, the new Chief Justice of India U U Lalit called a meeting of the 

‘full court’. 

FULL COURT MEET: 

ü A full court meeting literally means one 

which is attended by all the judges of 

the court. 

ü There are no written rules dealing with 

this. As per convention, full-court 

meetings are called by the Chief 

Justice of India to discuss issues of 

importance to the judiciary.  

ü The senior designations of practising 

advocates in the Supreme Court and 

high courts are also decided during the 

full court meetings. 

ü As a full court meeting is convened at 

the discretion of the Chief Justice of 

India, it does not follow any particular 

calendar. 

ü Full court meetings have been held 

many times in the past. In March 2020, 

it was convened to discuss demands by 

associations of lawyers to close the court till further notice following the Covid-10 

outbreak and its subsequent spread among court staff, and to decide the further steps 

to be taken. 

THE CJI 

· The Chief Justice is in charge 

of allocating cases and 

appointing constitutional 

benches that deal with key legal 

issues as leader of the Supreme 

Court. 

· CJI delegates all duties to the 

other justices in line with 

Article 145 of the Constitution 

and the Supreme Court Rules 

of Procedure of 1966. 

· The CJI is responsible for the 

following administrative tasks: 

o Maintenance of the roster; 

appointment of court officials ; 

o Other general and incidental 

topics concerning the Supreme 

Court's supervision and 

operation. 

 



ü The basic idea is to take everyone along. Full court meetings are an ideal occasion to 

arrive at common solutions to deal with problems that beset the country’s legal 

system and to make any amends, if necessary, in the administrative practices of the 

court. 

  

 

2. THE SOUTHERN 

RICE BLACK-

STREAKED 

DWARF VIRUS 

CONTEXT:  

The Indian Agricultural 

Research Institute (IARI) 

has confirmed that 

the mysterious disease 

resulting in “dwarfing” of 

rice plants, reported mainly 

from Punjab and Haryana, 

has been caused by the 

Southern Rice Black-

Streaked Dwarf Virus 

(SRBSDV). 

ABOUT THE VIRUS:        

ü The virus is spread by the white-backed plant hopper, an insect pest, which injects it 

while sucking the sap from mostly young plants. 

ü The presence of the virus was detected both in the infected plants and the body of 

the vector insect, whose RNA was isolated.  

ü But the virus was not found in the seeds collected from the infected plants.  

THE IARI 

· The Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI) 

is commonly known as the Pusa Institute. 

· It is India's national Institute for agricultural 

research, education and extension.  

· The name Pusa Institute is derived from the fact 

that the institute was originally located in Pusa 

Bihar as the Imperial Institute of Agricultural 

Research in 1911.  

· It was then renamed as the Imperial Agricultural 

Research Institute in 1919 and following a major 

earthquake in Pusa, it was relocated to Delhi in 

1936.  

· The current institute in Delhi is financed and 

administered by the Indian Council of 

Agricultural Research (ICAR).  

· The IARI was responsible for the research leading 

to the "Green Revolution in India" of the 1970s. 

 SIGNIFICANCE: 



ü The virus is specific to the phloem (plant tissues that transport sugar and organic 

nutrients from the leaves to other parts) and is not transmitted by seed or grain. 

PREVENTION: 

ü The pest can be managed by spraying recommended dosages of ‘buprofezin’, 

‘acetamiprid’, ‘dinotefuran’ or ‘flonicamid’ insecticides at 15-day intervals. 

 

 

3. LINKING OF VOTER 

ID WITH AADHAAR 

CONTEXT:  

The Election Commission’s (EC) 

campaign to promote the linkage 

of Voter ID and Aadhaar  began 

on August 1. In the first ten days 

since its launch, the campaign 

saw almost 2.5 crore Aadhaar 

holders voluntarily submitting 

their details to the EC.  

NEED FOR LINKING:        

This has been a demand of the 

Election Commission ever since 

2015. The EC had launched the 

National Electoral Law 

Purification and 

Authentication Programme to 

link the Aadhaar number with the 

voter ID number.  

WHY THIS IS ISSUE? 

· Aadhaar is only a proof of residence– not a 

proof of citizenship, while only adult citizens 

who are resident are eligible to vote. 

· Instrumentally, linking Aadhaar with electoral 

roll for verification isn’t a foolproof 

strategy. According to Internet Freedom 

Foundation, the self-reported errors in the 

Aadhaar database are even more than 

errors in the electoral database. 

· During the Assembly elections in Andhra 

Pradesh and Telangana, the linking of 

Aadhaar and voter ID cards led to large-

scale arbitrary deletion of voters. 

· There is a concern that upon linking voter IDs 

to Aadhaar number (which is now being used 

for a range of government services), agencies 

could aggregate booth level data and use the 

harvested information for voter profiling. 

· The risk of this possibility is further 

increased by the absence of a data 

protection law. 

 



ü Each polling booth’s electoral rolls, often carrying name and detail errors, form the 

basis for elections to the Parliament and State Legislatures. If the rolls are linked with 

Aadhaar number, accuracy would improve and de-duplication would be facilitated. 

This was seen in case of PAN numbers, as noted by the Supreme Court. 

ü The linking process would benefit the first-time voters by simplifying the 

process of adding names into the rolls. Aadhaar verification is already in use 

for many other government services like e-Shram UAN numbers and passports. 

ü When voters move to new addresses, they have to apply to the electoral registration 

officers for including/ deleting their names from rolls. This pro cess is particularly 

difficult  for the poor migrants and many often choose to not add their names to 

the rolls in new place. If Aadhaars are linked to EPICs, this could be addressed. 

ü This would encourage more migrant labourers to enroll in the electoral rolls. This 

in turn would push local politicians, especially in the metro cities, to be more 

empathetic to the migrant community’s interests. This is especially significant given 

how the migrants were treated as second class citizens by several elected 

representatives during the pandemic. 

ü The linking would help create a robust common voter list for all elections. 

Currently, separate rolls are made for the elections to the parliament, state legislatures 

and local body elections. 

 

4. ALSO IN NEWS 

 

 

TAIWAN STRAIT 

 

ü The Taiwan Strait is a 

180-kilometer wide strait 

separating the island of 

Taiwan and continental 

Asia. 

ü The strait is part of the 

South China Sea and 

connects to the East 

China Sea to the north. 



ü Former names of the Taiwan Strait include the Formosa 

Strait or Strait of Formosa, from a dated name for Taiwan; 

the Strait of Fokien or Fujian, from the Chinese province 

forming the strait’s western shore; and the Black Ditch, a 

calque of the strait’s name in Hokkien and Hakka. 

 

 

DARK MATTER 

 

ü Dark matter, a component of the universe whose presence 

is discerned from its gravitational attraction rather than 

its luminosity.  

ü Dark matter is a mysterious substance thought to compose 

perhaps about 27% of the makeup of the universe.   

ü Unlike normal matter, dark matter does not interact with 

the electromagnetic force.  

ü This means it does not absorb, reflect or emit light, 

making it extremely hard to spot.  

ü Researchers have been able to infer the existence of dark 

matter only from the gravitational effect it seems to have on 

visible matter.  
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