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 1.  THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA 
(NAI)

 

CONTEXT:       

The National Archives of India (NAI) does not have records of 1962, 1965, and 1971 wars, 

or even of the Green Revolution, its Director-General said recently.  

ABOUT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES OF INDIA:                 

ü This is one of the earliest British organizations, which was established to retain the 

administrative records of the Indian state. 

ü Prof. G.W. Forrest created the archive, sometimes known as the "Imperial Records 

Department (IRD)," in 1891 in the former British capital of Calcutta (now Kolkata). 

ü When the British moved the national capital from Calcutta to Delhi in 1911, the IRD 

was relocated to New Delhi. 

ü The IRD has renamed the National Archives of India (NAI) when India attained 

independence. 

ü Soon after the renaming, the NAI's administrative structure was changed, and the NAI 

was led by a Director of the Archives. 

ü The NAI, which functions under the Ministry of Culture, is the repository of all non-

current government records, holding them for the use of administrators and scholars.  

ü Originally established as the Imperial Record Department in 1891 in Calcutta, the 

capital of British India, the NAI is now located in Delhi.  

ü It keeps and conserves records of the government and its organisations only, and does 

not receive classified documents. 

ü Officials claim the holdings in NAI are in a regular series starting from the year 1748, 

and the languages of the records include English, Arabic, Hindi, Persian, Sanskrit and 

Urdu. 

ü NAI has also made efforts to make available all the records digitally — on the newly 

created Abhilekh Patal portal.  



ü As per the Public Records Act, 1993, various central ministries and departments are 

supposed to transfer records more than 25 years old to the NAI, unless they pertain to 

classified information.  

ü However, it is up to the respective ministries and departments to ascertain what is 

classified information, and that is where subjective opinions may kick in. 

ü Various ministries and administrations come up with their own definitions of what is 

classified and what is non-current.  

ü Opacity and lack of accessibility are just a few of the issues regularly faced by 

researchers at the archives, irrespective of the administrations in power. 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  THE MAHARASHTRA –  KARNATAKA 
BORDER DISPUTE 

CONTEXT:  

The border dispute between Maharashtra and Karnataka is intensifying, with both states 

hardening their stance. Both Houses of the Maharashtra Assembly passed a unanimous 

resolution to support a legal battle to resolve the dispute.  

ABOUT THE BORDER DISPUTE: 

ü The border dispute over Belagavi, Karwar and Nipani in North Karnataka is long-

standing.  

ü When state boundaries were redrawn on linguistic lines as per the States 

Reorganisation Act of 1956, Belagavi became part of the erstwhile Mysore state. 

Maharashtra claims that parts of Belagavi, where Marathi is the dominant language, 

should remain in Maharashtra. 

ü In October 1966, the Centre set up the Mahajan Commission, led by former Chief 

Justice of India Mehr Chand Mahajan, to resolve the border dispute in Maharashtra, 

Karnataka and Kerala.  

ü The Commission recommended that Belgaum and 247 villages remain with 

Karnataka. Maharashtra rejected the report, and in 2004, moved the Supreme Court. 

RECEIVING DOCUMENTS: 



RESOLVING DISPUTE: 

ü Attempts are often made to resolve inter-state disputes with the cooperation of both 

sides, with the Centre working as a facilitator or a neutral mediator.  

ü If issues are resolved amicably, Parliament can bring a law to alter state boundaries, 

such as the Bihar-Uttar Pradesh (Alteration of Boundaries) Act of 1968 and the 

Haryana-Uttar Pradesh (Alteration of Boundaries) Act of 1979. 

ü In the Belagavi issue, Union Home Minister asked them to form a six-member team, 

comprising three ministers from each state, to address all boundary issues. 

METHODS TO RESOLVE ISSUES BETWEEN STATES: 

There are other formal methods in the 

Constitution to resolve inter-state 

disputes. 

JUDICIAL REDRESSAL:   

The Supreme Court in its original 

jurisdiction decides imputes between 

states according to Article 131 of the 

constitution : 

ü Between the Government of 

India and one or more States; 

or 

ü Between the Government of India and any State or States on one side and one or more 

other States on the other; or 

ü Between two or more States, if and in so far as the dispute involves any question 

(whether of law or fact) on which the existence or extent of a legal right depends: 

Provided that the said jurisdiction shall not extend to a dispute arising out of any 

treaty, agreement, covenant, engagements, and or other similar instrument which, 

having been entered into or executed before the commencement of this Constitution, 

continues in operation after such commencement, or which provides that the said 

jurisdiction shall not extend to such a dispute. 

· In 2021, the Centre reconstituted the 

Inter-state Council and the body now has 

10 Union Ministers as permanent 

invitees. The standing committee of the 

Council has been reconstituted with 

Home Minister as Chairman.  

· Finance minister  and the Chief Ministers 

of Maharashtra, UP, and Gujarat are some 

of the other standing committee members. 

 



ü Article 263 of the Constitution gives powers to the President to set up an Inter-state 

Council for resolution of disputes between states.  

ü The Council is envisaged as a forum for discussion between the states and the Centre.  

ü In 1988, the Sarkaria Commission suggested that the Council should exist as a 

permanent body, and in 1990 it came into existence through a Presidential Order.  

Functions of the council: 

(a) Inquiring into and advising upon disputes which may have arisen between States; 

(b) Investigating and discussing subjects in which some or all of the States, or the Union and 

one or more of the States, have a common interest; or 

(c) Making recommendations upon any such subject and, in particular, recommendations for 

the better co ordination of policy and action with respect to that subject, it shall be lawful for 

the President by order to establish such a Council, and to define the nature of the duties to be 

performed by it and its organisation and procedure. 

 

 

 3.  FORMATION OF THE INC 

CONTEXT:  

The Indian National Congress (INC), India’s largest opposition party, marked its 138th 

foundation day. 

ABOUT INC AND ITS FORMATION: 

ü The English bureaucrat Allan Octavian Hume or AO Hume is credited as the founder 

of the organisation.  

ü On December 28, 1885, 72 social reformers, journalists and lawyers congregated for 

the first session of the INC at Gokuldas Tejpal Sanskrit College, Bombay. 

INTER-STATE COUNCIL:  



ü At that point, the aim of this group was not to demand independence from the ongoing 

colonial rule but to influence the policies of the British government in favour of 

Indians.  

ü Its objective is often described as providing a “safety valve” as the time, through 

which Indians could air out their grievances and frustration. 

FOUNDATIONAL THEORIES: 

SAFETY VALVE THEORY: 

ü The fact that the INC was founded by a retired English civil servant, A.O.Hume, 

rather than an Indian, has led to speculation that Hume founded the INC to provide 

a "safety valve" to the growing discontent with British rule. 

ü It is also reported that Hume received the idea for an annual conference of educated 

Indians for political discussions from Viceroy Dufferin.  

ü This may be true in part, but there is no reliable evidence that Dufferin suggested the 

formation of the INC or that the INC was intended as a "safety value." 

LIGHTNING CONDUCTOR THEORY: 

ü The Indian National Congress represented the desire of politically conscious Indians 

to establish a national body to express Indian political and economic demands. 

ü If the Indians had formed such a body on their own, the officials would have been 

vehemently opposed; such an organization would not have been allowed to form. 

ü The early Congress leaders used Hume as a 'lightning conductor,' i.e., a catalyst to 

bring together nationalistic forces, even if under the guise of a'safety valve.' 

OBJECTIVES OF INC: 

ü To promote friendly relations between nationalist political workers from various parts 

of the country. 

ü To develop and consolidate a sense of national unity regardless of caste, religion, or 

province. 

ü To formulate popular demands and present them to the government.  

ü To train and organize public opinion in the country.  

ü To provide an outlet—"a safety valve"—for the growing popular discontent with 

British rule. 



ü Through a pan-India organization, establish a democratic, nationalist movement. 

ü To raise awareness about colonial exploitative policies and Indian political rights. To 

that end, Congress focused on increasing representation in councils, Indianization of 

civil services, and other issues. 

 

   

4. ALSO IN NEWS
 

 

 

NEST 

 

ü National Education Society for Tribal Students (NESTS) is 

an autonomous organization that was established under the 

Ministry of Tribal Affairs (MoTA).  

ü On 2nd April 2022, it was eastablished.  

ü Established with the aim of providing high-quality 

education to all the tribal students across the country in their 

own specific environment. 

 

 

CENTRAL 

DRUGS 

STANDARD 

CONTROL 

ORGANIZATION 

 

ü Union health minister directed Central Drugs Standard 

Control Organisation (CDSCO) to initiate a probe in 

connection with the death of 18 children in Uzbekistan 

following consumption of India-made cough syrup.  

ü The Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation (CDSCO) 

under Directorate General of Health Services, Ministry of 

Health & Family Welfare, is the National Regulatory 

Authority (NRA) of India. 

ü Under the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, CDSCO is responsible 

for approval of New Drugs, Conduct of Clinical Trials, 

laying down the standards for Drugs, control over the 



quality of imported Drugs in the country and coordination 

of the activities of State Drug Control Organizations by 

providing expert advice with a view to bring about the 

uniformity in the enforcement of the Drugs and Cosmetics 

Act. 

ü CDSCO along with state regulators, is jointly responsible 

for grant of licenses of certain specialized categories of 

critical Drugs such as blood and blood products, I. V. 

Fluids, Vaccine and Sera.   
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